
 1 
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MY  CAR Story  by Ron Bonelli 

My first Triumph was a 1963 TR3B bought new in upstate New York. 
In 1963, being 22 years old the Triumph was not driven conservatively, 
but was a sturdy, reliable car. I drove it from New York to  Florida and 
then continued on to California.  Then 3 months later drove it back to 
New York.  

It was my daily driver for 4 years through New York’s four seasons, it 
was a real challenge in winter snows.  I took a summer weekend trip to 
New Jersey, 45 miles away to visit family and friends.   

 On a Saturday night I left a party and the TR3B acted up, only being 
able to go 10mph and 800rpm on the tach. I checked the TR3B in the 
morning and found the accelerator linkage to the SU Carbs had broken. 
The trip back home was 45 miles to New York and then had to get to 
work on Monday morning.   

  I noticed in the backyard of my relatives home was a small diameter 
clothes line, so I cut a short length off the excess, I  was then able to 
get more RPM’s by feeding the line under the windshield rubber and  
into a slit in the rear of the hood. Once the hood was pulled open the 
line was threaded through to the front SU carb.  Then I tied it to the 
linkage. When pulling the rope it acted like the gas pedal.   

I drove back home pulling on the rope with my right hand and shifting 
gears with my left hand. At work on Monday I was able to get the link-
age welded. One has to be creative when owning an LBC.   

Ron Bonelli   
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The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Crown-
ers and enthusiasts dedicated to 
promoting the hobby of British 
automotive sport.  The Club  
promotes Information and net-
working and revels in the social 
elements of British car  owner-
ship.  
You don’t need to own an 
LBC (little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire 
them.   
  Club members, prospective 
members and British car  enthu-
siasts are encouraged to attend 
our meetings and events.  
Membership Meetings are held 
at 9:AM on the last Sunday of 
each month at Wildhorse Golf 
Club, 2100 Warm Springs Rd.  
Henderson, 89014.  Any change 
in location will  be noted in the 
Spanner and our website: 
www.bac lv.org .  During our 
meetings, we will discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas  sto-
ries, exchange  advice on repair 
problems and enjoy socializing 
with one  another. socializing 
with one another.   

Celebrating our Members 
 

BACLV 

Board of Directors—2017  

President - Sandy Lashua 

cwlashua@aol.com 

Vice President & Events  

Jim Oswald 

jgreenozzie@yahoo.  com  

Secretary -  Brett Harris 

m.brett.harris@gmail.com 

Treasurer -  Laurie Rosenau 

imanageproperty@yahoo.com 

Officer at Large -Jim Lefler 

jnlefler@yahoo.com  

 

Appointed Positions—2017   

Newsletter  Sandy Lashua 

cwlashua@aol.com  

Andrew Lashua Asst.  Editor  

Lashua417@aol.com 

Technical  Editor  

Ron Couturier 

roncouturier78@gmail.  com  

Webmaster - Margaret Klenk 

BACLV1990@gmail.com  

April 2017 

April Birthdays 
1/ Greg Wood 

6/ Pat Klenk 

9/ Susie Rosoff 

9/ Al Seminatore 

9/  Kenneth Baker 

14/ Millie Polk 

15/ Skip Yarena 

18/ Ron Bonelli 

20/ Harald Albrecht  
20/ Kyle Tingle 

27/ Barbara Headrick 

28/ Ron Couturier 

April Anniversaries 

13/ Steve & Aly Kennedy 

16/ Ron Bonelli 

17/  Andrew & Sandy Lashua 

24/ Steve & Sandy Kilgour 

27/ Pat & Margaret Klenk 

http://www.baclv.org/
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Tune and Tech Session, March 4, 2017  
Photos and Story by Sandy Lashua for Cat Biler 

 We had good weather for Saturday’s Tune and Tech 

Session at Atomic Motors. Bill and Cat Biler, owners of Atomic  

Motors arrived with hot breakfast sandwiches, coffee, pastries, cookies 

and juice for our eager crowd of  19 BACLV Members and two guests. Bill Biler 

had several technicians (Lee, Drew, Hollywood, Dusty and a few more) on 

hand to answer questions and assist with repairs.  The session went on for 

several hours with a promise of more sessions to come.  Here is a pictorial ac-

count of the fun.  It was good to see Harald Albrecht, Steve Kilgour, Mort 

Zwick, Ken Baker, Bruce Carpenter, Hap Polk, Jon Brown, Kelly Tourek, Chris 

Sneddon, Phil Menser, Jim Oswald and many more. Thanks Bill and Cat!  

The Gathering before the session 
Breakfast 

with  Bill 

and Cat 

Kelly Tourek 

 Chris Sneddon Ad-

miring Gavin Pep-

pers LBC 

Ken Bakers LBC 

Ready to be inspected.   

Breakfast of Champions! 
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The Joys and Hazards of Touring in a Vintage Car By Greg Wood  

  

Our twin boys, Jackson and Royce, were born in 2008. I was anxious to provide these future 

car collectors the same experiences I had as a youngster. So, with Renee’s help and encouragement, 

I created similar family outings.  

The first excursion was in 2011 when the boys were age three and we took the car to the Rolls-Royce 

Owner’s Club National Meet at Lake Tahoe. Following was the Pebble Beach Concours in 2012, where 

the car won Best in Class. Then, in September 2012, we took the RR and family on the Classic Car 

Club Caravan, which was a 1,056-mile trip that went from Portland, Oregon to Mt.  Hood, Crater Lake, 

northern California and back to Portland. Not finding a west coast trip in 2013, we stayed home.  2014 

brought mechanical problems causing us to purchase a new cylinder head and forfeit a planned San 

Diego tour. Canada was our 2015 destination where we spent ten days driving the Phantom II in and 

around Vancouver, BC. The 2016 trip was a Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club tour based in Pismo Beach, CA 

where we were to spend ten days in the central coast driving and enjoying that region’s offerings.   

The first day  was a 175-mile segment that took us 

north from Pismo Beach; traveling on back roads, 

to the Paso Robles wine country. Shortly after 

leaving, I noticed haze on Renee’s side of the 

windshield. Thinking it was a result of the morning 

coastal mist; I stopped to wipe the windshield and 

continued. About a hundred miles later while trav-

eling on a one-lane road we stopped for photos 

and the windshield was moist again .  .  .  more 

coastal mist?  Then the route took us to lunch, a 

winery and back to the Pismo Beach motel. .   

  

 

Vintage Car continued on page 5 

My dad was a car collector. When I 

was a kid, our family traveled in vintage cars 

on multiday trips to west coast car collector 

events.  These trips were mandatory and  oc-

casionally conflicted with scheduled kid fun. 

Now in  retrospect, I recall those wonderful 

family moments with my mom, dad and sister. 

The experience, sights, sounds and smells  

associated with our family vintage car travel 

are still alive in my memory.  One of my favor-

ite recollections is falling asleep on the big 

Rolls Royce backseat, where, comforted by a 

warm blanket, enjoying the rich smell of leather 

and feeling the consistent motion of the car, I 

felt as if I could sleep forever.   
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Removing the radiator was another issue. The radiator 

on the Phantom II is a single piece. This contrasts with  later 

period cars where a shiny chrome shell covers the  actual 

radiator.  Without the Flying Lady, the radiator is over three 

feet tall, two feet wide, four inches thick and weighs over 100 

pounds. Everything you see on the center front of the car is 

the radiator itself and it comes out as one piece which is heavy and awkward to remove. Further, one 

slip or tap could do a lot of damage to a nice paint job.   

The rebuild includes disassembly and reassembly of the top and bottom tanks and the installation of a 

new core. Since the car was going to be in pieces for six months while this occurred, I decided to remove 

the radiator at home. PDFs of the engineering drawings were printed full size allowing for an analysis of 

the mounting system. The removal plan included removing the hood in pieces by removing the hinge pins 

and using straps and an engine hoist to lift the radiator out. With the help of two friends, the extraction 

worked as planned and took about three hours without any body or paint damage. Days later, the radiator 

was in San Andreas, CA, the craftsman had my deposit and the new core was on order from the UK. The 

new core is due at the end of March and I am guessing the car will be back on the road in late May or 

early June.   

  To be continued in about three months .  .  .  

Vintage Car continued from Page 4 

Post Mortem The radiator is mounted to the frame using a 

center ball and socket arrangement with two movable side 

supports that contain rubber  bushings. The only other 

mounting is a single rod that attaches the radiator top to the 

firewall. The intent is to allow the heavy  radiator some  lee-

way to move independent of the chassis when the car navi-

gates rough terrain. It turned out that the side support on 

the side that failed was frozen solid and the other two still 

flexible. This created un-cushioned jarring on one side and 

was most likely the reason for the fracture. The three 

mounts are now rebuilt and ready to reinstall.   

On the way back the windshield haze reoccurred 

and then the mist evolved into big green drops. We 

stopped and found the right side of the car wet with 

antifreeze and a stream running from the car front. 

We filled the radiator and nursed the car back to the 

motel, identified the source of the leak and parked the 

Rolls for the remainder of the week.  We continued 

the tour in our American car driving far behind the 

group so that we did not contaminate the PMCs with 

modern U.  S.  iron.   
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Mail correspondence to:   
  BACLV 

  P.  O.  Box 90973 

  Henderson, NV  89009-0973 

 

 

 NEWSLETTERINFORMATION 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

 

Share your articles, information and ideas! Sub-

mit your article to the Spanner Editor by the 6th 

of the month. The Editor reserves the right to 

edit anything that is submitted. Copyrighted 

material will not be accepted without written ap-

proval from the original author.  

Jan 16 

Did You Know…….   

Do you really know what you’re  driv-

ing? 

If you drive an Infinity, you are really 
driving a Nissan. Fiat owns Alfa 
Romero, Chrysler, Ferrari, Jeep, Lan-
cia and Maserati. BMW is the owner of 
Mini Cooper and Rolls Royce. Hyun-
dai owns Kia.  Tata Motors (India) 
owns Jaguar, Land Rover, Daimler, 
Mercedes and Smart Car. If you are 
driving a Lexus or Scion, you are driv-
ing a Toyota. Also Toyota engines are 
in Lotus Elise series 2&3.  
Volkswagen owns Audi, Bentley, Bu-
gatti, and Porsche.    

So, what’s in your garage? 
AJL 

3062 Sheridan, Las Vegas, 89102 

Come see us at our NEW address! 
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A YANK IN THE BRITISH AUTOMOBILE MARKET 

By David Ogle 

 

Buying and selling a car can be a try-

ing event even in the best of situations.  

Buying and selling a car in a country 

where you are not a citizen and may not 

know the laws of that country can really 

test your abilities for quick and logical 

thinking.   

Before I had departed the USA for my Air 

Force assignment in England I knew I 

was going to buy a  Triumph.  Settling 

into the lifestyle of a new base, a new 

community, and a new country slowed 

that idea for a while.  I had to get my family set up with what they needed to live and work full time 

while doing that.   

Finally I started to review the newspapers and store rack flyers for my next step In the TR line.  I found 

a 1970 TR6, blue with PI (petrol injection).  The address was in the east end if  London and I asked my 

British neighbor if he would drive me there to buy my car.  We made telephone contact and an appoint-

ment time was arranged.  The trip to London was uneventful and took about forty-five minutes.   

As we located the address I spotted the car and liked what I saw.  The car was in very good condition, 

body wise, and sounded great.  I asked the owner if he was the original buyer and there is where I ran 

into a problem.  You see, in the east end of London they speak Cockney.  I didn’t understand a word he 

said.  I’m not sure who I talked to on the phone, but it sure wasn’t this guy.  He understood me and 

would write down the answers to my questions.  After a while the deal was made and everyone was 

happy.   

Next problem, I’ve never driven a car with the steering wheel on the right side.  A quick review and I 

was pleased to find that everything was in the same place except for the gear shift.  It had been many 

a year since I felt the need to look down at that little stick to see if it was in the right place.  To my de-

light, no problem at all.  It’s like getting on a horse from the left or from the right, once you are in the 

seat it’s all the same.  We got on the M1 motorway, forty-five minutes later and I’m home.  I went over 

to my neighbor to thank him for the help with the whole process.  His only comment was,” I didn’t un-

derstand one word that guy said.  It was a good idea to get him to write everything on paper.  ” 

 

“ A Yank…” Continued on page 9 
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The BACLV Uses Aim HighMarketingSolutions to 
print the Spanner.   

April 2017 

 

Three and a half years later, the usual maintenance problems, and I get orders to trans-

fer to Florida.  TIME TO SELL.  I placed my ad in the usual places, the same places where I 

found the car in the first place, and waited for the calls.  Because the Dollar to Pound exchange 

rate was in my favor I could underprice all the other similar cars being sold at that time.  Clara 

and I had agreed that she would make appointments for times after I would get home from 

work.  She called me at work and said that a guy was coming from Leeds by train and his ap-

pointment was at 5:00pm.  She called later and told me that another guy was coming at 

5:30pm.  The guy on the train called to my house at every stop of the train.  He sounded serious 

about this car.   

When I got home about 5:10pm, both the 5:00pm and the 5:30pm appointments were 

there.  Clara said that they both showed up at the same time.  Both wanted the car but no one 

was trying to outbid the other.  Clara called me to the side and said she wanted to sell to the 

guy with the earlier appointment.  Then the 5:30 guy took me to the side and reminded me that 

he was my banker, his comment was “Don’t forget who you do your banking with”.  My com-

ment to him was “Don’t forget who I sleep with and she made the decision”.  We sold the car to 

the guy from Leeds.   

“A Yank…” Continued from page 8 
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Presidents Message 

 

 I want to thank everyone for their positive complements over the years that I have been doing the Spanner. 

I especially want to thank Allen and Susie Rosoff for setting It up the way they did so I could come in and 

continue all the good work they started.  They brought it from a  few black and white stapled pages of print 

to a real color  publication!  This will be my last Spanner. Pat Klenk is taking over as Spanner Editor  begin-

ning with the May issue. I am sure there will be some changes in the Spanner.  Don’t hesitate to let Pat know how you like 

what he is doing.  It may take him a few months to get his bearings, but I know it will be a good publication.   

  There are a lot of good and talented people to work with on the Board ~  Jim Oswald has taken command of the events 

and is doing a fantastic job. He is a natural at taking the helm and orchestrating everything.  Jim Lefler is a  powerhouse of 

energy and information. Laurie is coming around and doing a fantastic job as treasurer. She has had some help and Thanks 

to those people (you know who you are). Brett Harris!  WOW!  That young man is a sponge, soaking up every word!  WE 

tease Brett that his is writing a novel about the BACLV. He has everything in his reports. We have a  lot of good people in our 

club, members who enjoy the sport of British Cars. Ibsen and Julie Dow started something good that has lasted for 26 years 

and still going strong.  A place where members could talk about their cars,  go on rallys, car shows and have fun together. I 

hope we get a lot more car events going this year. We are achieving good things with this club. We had 59 people  in the 

room at the February meeting!  During our January meeting the Wildhorse staff had to bring in extra tables and chairs.  I hope 

things continue in this manner. We are getting new members each month. Bill and Cat Biler are always promoting and recruit-

ing our organization.  

 We have resumed the raffle this year. It is a 50/50 take. At the February meeting Millie Polk won enough money to take her 

daughter and herself for a pedicure!  Jim Shope is still with the raffle selling tickets.  Who could miss that fun? 

 On page 9 of the Spanner we have a new advertiser. Shirts, Logoz and Promoz, the nice people who  have supplied our 

shirts and other BACLV  logo items  for several years will now advertise in the Spanner.  If you want a shirt, jacket, hat, tote 

bag or anything else with our logo, call Bob or Darcy and place your order.  If you have a favorite shirt or other item that you 

would like our logo and/or your name, these are the nice  people that can do it for you. Mention that you are a BACLV mem-

ber for your club discount.  

 At our February Board Meeting the Board Members voted to resume including the minutes of the board meeting and  mem-

bership meetings printed in the Spanner and also on the website.  

  For up coming events Jonas has the Highland Games lined up, the Mini Club is putting on the St.  Patrick’s Day Rally. You 

never know what they will come up with, but it is always good. I want to Thank Skip Yarma for jumping right in and hosting the 

Sweetheart Brunch. A little help from friends Sallie McClary, Laurie Rosenau and Jim Oswald it was a complete success!  

Jared Carithers is hosting a run to Kingman again this year and we have a few more in the works. Remember, if you sign up 

to host an event 90 days prior to that event you receive extra points. The “member household”  with the winning points re-

ceives a prize and their membership paid for the following year! Runner up will receive their membership paid also. Just 

something to think about. Anyone can host, we are setting up a committee to help first time hosts.   

 

 

 

Sandy 

April 2017 
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May Events Schedule 

 

10th,6pm  Board Meeting  ~TBAAll mem-
bers welcome.  Please RSVP 

 

14th  Mothers Day Brunch Piaute Golf Re-
sort 

21st General Membership Meeting  
This meeting is a week early due to 
the Memorial Day Holiday weekend.   

April Events Schedule 

 

12th Board Meeting  6pm~ TBA   

29th  Highland Games  Floyd Lamb Park  

Host ~ Jonas Payne 

 30th 9am Membership Meeting Wild-

horse Golf Club 2100 Warm Springs Rd.  

Henderson, NV 89014 

PLEASE NOTE:  Events schedules are posted  one to two months in advance.  Events, dates, times or locations are 

subject to change.  Contact Jim Oswald Events Coordinator at  jgreenozzie@yahoo.  com 

Cut along the dotted lines and post in a convenient position 

April 2017 
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