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 November 2017—Page 2 Mission Statement 
 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport.   
The Club  promotes Infor-
mation and networking and 
revels in the   social elements 
of British car  ownership.  You 
don’t need to own an LBC 
(little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire 
them.    
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car 
enthusiasts are encouraged 
to attend our meetings and 
events.  We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are 
held at 9:AM on the last 
Sunday of each month at    
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will  
be noted in the Spanner and 
our website.   
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Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER  is:       

 
1/2 page                     $150.00 
1/4 page                     $100.00 
Business card size     $75.00 

 
Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 

Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 
the SPANNER.  Submissions are 
preferred in a non-formatted Word 
format, 500 to 1,000 words.  Pho-
tos are also welcome  and should 
be sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption 
descriptions.  The deadlines are 
typically the 15th of the month 
prior. 

Cover:  

President’s Message 
By Sandy Lashua 

I sit here at my computer trying to compose a Presidents Message, but my 
mind keeps going back to the event of last Sunday (10/01/17).  In all my 
years in the Medical Profession and Law Enforcement, I have never experi-
enced anything as horrific as this was.  It has brought Las Vegas together as 
a family (as 9/11 did as a nation).  I am thankful for friends and family and 
that they were safe. We, as a club, are like a family.  Members wanted to 
make sure that other members were safe.  I heard from Dick Levan in Penn-
sylvania.  He wanted everyone to know that although he is on the other side 

of the country his heart is here with us. Thank you Dick.  Peter Berent  (from the UK) was also sending 
his support and wanted to make sure that we were all safe.  Whenever we have a challenge within our 
club, we rally around to support each other.  BACLV is more than just a car club, we are family. 

 My term as President will soon be coming to an end.  I have been fortunate to have the best 
board EVER! I have served on the board for four years (2 as secretary, one as Vice President and one 
as President)  as well as almost 6 years in an appointed position (Spanner Editor).   I have seen a lot of 
changes in the past 10+ years.  So when I say that I have a great board, I really mean it!  Jim Os-
wald has gone beyond his normal duties to keep events running smoothly and kept up the duties of 
VP.  We all tease Brett Harris for “writing a book”.  But Brett never misses a word!  He is extremely 
meticulous  when it comes to documenting every detail.  He would be a great court reporter!  Mr. Jim 
Leffler has tackled the depths of the By Laws and Standing Rules as well as keeps every point record-
ed.  Dave Ogle has assumed the duties of Treasurer with zeal!  He not only gets the job done, he an-
ticipates the next step.  So I really want to thank all these people for standing by my side and keeping 
us on a straight and narrow.  We have had a few bumps and challenges, but everything got done.  
Thanks Guys! 

 I would like to wish the next administration the very best of luck and I hope you have a board 
as terrific as I had this year.   

 

Wow, the British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas has been really busy the last 
month.  Luckily the BACLV Board 
gave the co-editors of the Spanner 
the prerogative to expand from 12 
pages to 16 pages  as needed.  For 
the month of November it was 
needed.  We hope you are enjoying 
the variety of articles covering the 
events of the club, the tech articles 
and the notices on upcoming 
events.   

We want it to keep on coming.  We 
are finding that people inside the 
BACLV and those outside are more 
than willing to contribute to the 
Spanner.  They add to the written 
articles and to the quality photog-
raphy.  

Whether you drive a MG, Austin 
Healey, Morgan, Lotus or Triumph, 

we hope the Spanner articles are 
adding to your knowledge base and 
skill set. 

One area we would like to explore a 
bit more is that of the history of 
some of the marques.  The legacy 
of the British automotive industry is 
an interesting and perhaps tell so-
journ in design, manufacturing, 
distribution and marketing.  Without 
doubt it is a history of great poten-
tial, amazing (though at time bewil-
dering) engineering,  labor unrest, 
and opportunities lost.  Yet, it ap-
pears that the industry is not lost 
and gone, there are still embers 

burning brighter all of the time.  
Marques like McLaren, Jaguar,  Lo-
tus still survive and impress the 
automotive world with their prowess 
in bringing to fruition world class 
modern vehicles  that hold their 
own when compared to their con-
temporaries. 

These may not be stories of just the 
“classic” cars we love, but the intri-
guing stories of industry.  We would 
ask any of the “History Buffs” out 
there if you are interested, do some 
research on this and submit an arti-
cle. 

Also, look on page 4 for the notice 
about “Classified Ads.”  We have not 
heard from anyone on whether or 
not you want to see them I the 
Spanner.  Let us know your 
thoughts.  Want them?  Do not 
want them?  Do not care?  Email us, 
or if you see either Kate Payne or 
Pat Klenk, tell them your thoughts.  
We have both had our rabies shots 
and we do not bite. 

From the Editor’s 
Desk 

Kate Payne & Pat Klenk 

McLaren MP4-12C 

By richard [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 

The 2006 Lotus Elise of 
Neal Westfall and Pat Klenk 
at Death Valley National 
Park soaking up the sun. 

Photograph by Neal West-
fall. 
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    It certainly is not rocket science, but 
owning and maintaining a “British Classic” 

can be a daunting and challenging task at 
times. Alan Cowan, a master mechanic, 
has written a book describing his experi-
ences as ”An adventure into the art of Brit-
ish car repair”. With many years of experi-
ence, he brings a wealth of expertise along 
with his unique approach to British car re-
pair. His book contains 27 short eye-
catching chapters, each one an adventure, 
in recalling the emotional highs and lows of 
repairing British cars for customers. Writ-
ing about a technical subject is not easy by 
any means, but the author recounts his 
shop experiences of repairing British cars 
in a non-technical manner in which the 
reader can understand.  
“British cars have always had nuances that 
perplex even the most inquisitive of us. 
“Having so many of these quaint little de-
tails in one machine, makes for a lovable 
beast, and for no apparent reason”. Any-
one who has wrenched on these cars is 
certainly familiar with what the author 
says. Amusing situations ensued as the 
author patiently trained apprentices: the 
training sessions more often than not, re-
sulted in a learning experience for the 
teacher. The stars in this book are the lov-
able British marques that we cherish and 
diligently maintain, despite their some-
times annoying quirks. The last chapter is 
titled “A glossary of messy terms”. This is 
an amusing array of auto related terms by 
the country of origin. Example: Petroflex- 
The trade –name of a steel braid covered 
fuel line. By this attractive design it is im-
possible to inspect the rubber inside for 
impending failure. This book is a non-
technical humorous read written by a guy 
who repairs British cars for a living. Any-
one owning a “British Classic” will enjoy 
this entertaining read.      
 
 

Tech Talk 
By Ron Couturier 

Tech Editor 

It Came With Oil  
 Book Review 
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Welcome New Members 
Bryan Gallagher 

1978 MG B 

 

November Anniversaries 
11/18 Jim & Christine Shope 

11/18 Jim & Mimi Cerrone 
11/29 Joseph & CherylMiller 

 

 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 
11/3 Jared Carithers 
11/3 Susan Barker 

11/15 Kathy Newbold 
11/16 Sandy Kilgor 
11/17 Rita Bowman 

11/19 Pat Seminatore 
11/19 Bryan Lawe 

11/21 Bonnie Brown 
11/29 Robert Tine 

 
Have a great car to sell?  Few extra parts? 
Photo by Philip (flip) Kromer from Austin, TX (Philip (flip) Kromer 
from Austin, TX) [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html), CC-
BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/) or CC 
BY-SA 2.5-2.0-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5-

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 
FOR MEMBERS 

The Board of Directors would like to 
solicit the interest of the membership 
in running a “CLASSIFIED AD” section 
in the SPANNER.  This service would 
be at no charge to current members of 
the BACLV.  The member would be 
responsible for submitting to the 
SPANNER all written text and photo-
graphs.  This service would be for both 
cars for sale and automobile parts.  
This service would be limited to British 
cars and car parts only.  The SPANNER 
co-editors will have final determination 
on included content and photographs. 
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Sunday the 10th of September turned out to 
be a beautiful day following two days of 
rain.  We had hoped that this event would 
not have to be canceled and our hope was 
granted by the weather God’s. 
 
The cars  arrive at the Grill Room at Moun-
tain Falls in Pahrump, NV. at 11:00am.  The 
show cars were parked on the golf course 
grass to be judged by the Grill Room  per-
sonnel. 

 

The dinning room was ready in very unex-
pected way.  Pam Sager, the event coordina-
tor, had pulled out all the stops for this 
event.  The tables had white table cloths 
with red and blue napkins to keep with the 

British theme.  Center piece attractions were 
added to complete the decorations.  Very 
patriotic as well as quite British for the Brit-
ish Auto Club of Las Vegas.  
 

Members ordered from the Grill Room’s spe-
cial lunch menu.  This was a huge success 
compared to the previous buffet set up of 
the past.  Folks could choose what they 
wanted from a menu rather than take what 
was offered with a buffet. 
 
Awards were given to the three placings of 
the show as well as the persons who signed 
up first and  last.  

 
This year we had the largest number of 
members sign up, 35,  and the largest num-
ber of cars shown, 15. The break down is as 
follows :  4  Triumphs,  4  Austin Healeys,  3 
Jaguars,  2  MGs and  1 Lotus Elise.   The 
event ended around 12:30.  At which time 
the Host and Jim Shope made a quick exit in 
order to go to the Austin Healey week in 
Monterey California.   The rest of the folks 
caravaned back to Las Vegas happy they had 
been part of this memorable annual event 
again 

OVER THE HUMP TO PAHRUMP 
By Albert Seminatore 

Kelly Tourek. and Kevin Tourek, with her 
Austin Healey BJ8 got 1stPlace—Photo by Al 

Rich and Jan Lueras took 2nd with their Jag-
uar XK8—Photo by Al Seminatore 

Susie  Rosoff took 3rd with their BJ8 Austin 
Healey—Photo by Al Seminatore 

4th went to Bruce Carpenter and his Jaguar 
XKE, with Anne Marie Lardeau looking on—
Photo by Al Seminatore 

The “Line-Up” at the Grill Room at Mountain Falls Gold Resort in Pahrump waiting for their review—
Photo by Pat Klenk 

The “Line-Up” from the other end, all awaiting review by the staff at the Grill Room—Photo by Pat 
Klenk 
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(continued on page 7) 

Back-story 
I first met Bill Sinclair at Triumphest 2014 in 
Santa Maria, CA at a tech talk where he pre-
sented two topics – Lucas wiring and brake 
conversions.  Having recently bought a 1974 
TR6 with a leaky brake booster, I was especially 
interested in his booster conversion to an 8” 
dual diaphragm generic booster. It sounded 
reasonably straight-forward with only minor 
modifications, none of which couldn’t be re-
versed later if one wanted to put an original 
booster back on. The next day during the Fun-
cours, he showed me two TR6s he had per-
formed the conversion on.  I took many photos 
and upon saying good- bye, he told to call or 
email him once I was ready to start so he could 
go over things with me.  Several weeks later, I 
took him up on that, and after a great conver-
sation, I felt I was ready to start. 

Conversion Options 
Booster Selection 

For the TR6, you have the choice of a 7” or 8”, 
single or dual diaphragm. A 7” booster will re-
quire more pedal pressure than an 8”.  Likewise 
for a single vs. a dual diaphragm booster. You 
also have the choice of a zinc-plated, chrome or 
black booster.  This is all personal preference. 

Master Cylinder Selection 

There are two choices here.  You can go with 
an OEM Lucas master cylinder or a Ford Mus-
tang master cylinder.  I elected to go with the 
OEM master cylinder so I did not have to 
worry about changing brake line fittings.  
That option does require some filing however.  
More on that later. 

I do not believe the Mustang master cylinder 
requires modification, but you will need to 
change your brake lines between the master 
cylinder and the PDWA.  Since I did not go this 
route, I cannot provide additional details. 

PDWA 

If you don’t know what the PDWA is, it stands 
for Pressure Differential Warning Actuator.  It’s 
basically a device that safely blocks half of your 
brake circuit (front or rear) if something in that 
half fails. If that happens, it will also illuminate 
the BRAKE light on your dash.  You have three 
options here: leave the PDWA as is, modify it 
so it’s basically nothing more than a brake line 
coupler (still keeping the front and rear circuits 
separate), or replace it with proportioning valve 
(like one from Wilwood). 

PDWAs tend to leak over time, so there is a lot 
of discussion on the Triumph forum pages 
about eliminating it.  You can read those pros 
and cons and decide for yourself how you want 
to proceed. Since my PDWA was in decent 
shape, and I did not want to make any chang-
es that couldn’t be reversed, I decided to clean 
and rebuild it with new O-rings. More on this 
later. 

Procuring the Parts 
Now that you understand the options, let’s go 
thru what you need to buy.  I will focus on 
what I purchased. 

Brake Booster 

When selecting your booster, look for one with 
the longest mounting studs possible. The TR6 
booster mounts to the firewall with a spacer 
plate between the booster and the firewall. The 
space plate is approximately ¾” thick.  It’s 
there to move the booster away from the brake 
pedal to provide proper pedal position. Because 
of this spacer, the mounting studs on the OEM 
booster are about 1” long.  This allows them to 
go thru the spacer plate and the firewall, and 
still have enough threads to get the nuts and 
washers on. 

Since aftermarket boosters have shorter 
mounting studs, you will need a thinner spacer.  
You will want to go with the thickest spacer 
possible or your brake pedal will not be posi-
tioned properly. 

Aftermarket boosters are easy to find. You are 
looking for a universal booster with a 4 bolt 
GM (Chevy) pattern.  It may also be called a 
hot rod or muscle car booster.  You can easily 
find them on eBay or your favorite auto parts 
store (Summit, Jegs, NAPA, etc.). 

I chose an 8” dual diaphragm based on advice 
from Bill.  Expect to spend between $65 and 
$150 for your booster. 

Master Cylinder 

There are two options for OEM master cylin-
ders.  TRW brand (they bought Girling) or 
aftermarket.  I’d strongly recommend going 
with the TRW brand.  This price difference isn’t 
much and the quality difference is noticeable.  
Of course, you can buy a rebuild kit and re-
build yours too.  Mine was pretty shoddy look-
ing, so I elected to buy a new one. 

I cannot give any advice on a mustang master 
cylinder since I did not go that route or do any 
research in that area. 

The Conversion 
Removal 

I elected to remove the booster; master cylin-
der and PDWA as one complete assemble.  
Start by removing as much brake fluid from 
the master cylinder as possible. I used an old 
turkey baster to suck out the old fluid.  Re-
move the brake lines exiting the PDWA going 
to the front and rear brake circuits. Be sure to 
put some old towels or other item to catch any 
brake fluid that WILL drip out to prevent it 
from getting on your paint. Remove the bolt 
securing the PDWA to the body.  Unplug the 
wires going into the PDWA switch. 

Under the dash, remove the cotter pin and clev-
is pin from the pushrod that connects the 
booster to the brake pedal.  Peel the carpet 
back from the firewall and remove the four nuts 
and washers.  You might want to have someone 
hold the master cylinder from dropping down. 
You should now be able to remove the complete 
booster, master cylinder and PDWA assembly. 
Watch that the spacer does not fall off and land 
on your fender! 

Fitting the Master Cylinder to the Booster 

You’ll notice if you try to install the master cyl-
inder to the booster, the booster stud spacing is 
a little wider than the master cylinder hole 

spacing.  To remedy this, put the master cylin-
der in a bench vise and using a rattail file, turn 
the round holes in the master cylinder into 
ovals. Take an even amount off the outside of 
each hole, a little at a time.  Test fit the master 
cylinder onto the booster and once it slides over 
the studs with little or no contact, you are good 
to go.  You can bolt the master cylinder to the 
booster now, but it is probably easier to leave if 
off until the booster is fitted to the firewall. 

The other thing you’ll need to do is pre-adjust 
the booster pushrod. Using a straight-edge, lay 
it across the flat side of the booster where the 
master cylinder mounts.  Look to see where 
the pushrod is in relation to the straight-edge. 
Mine was just touching it.  I expect all TR6’s to 
be the same, but check anyway. Now adjust 
your new booster’s pushrod so it is in the same 
position.  Tighten the jam nut. 

Put the master cylinder on the studs and seat 
it.  It should seat flush without causing the 
master cylinder piston to depress at all.  If you 
feel any resistance, your pushrod is too long 
which will cause your brakes to drag. It will not 
be as easy to tell if the pushrod is too short 
until you get the assembly installed and can 
test the brake pedal play. 

Fitting the Booster to the Firewall 

I hope you did not put your rattail file away. If 
you did, get it out again.  Just like the hole/
stud alignment between the master cylinder 
and booster was a little off, so if the alignment 
between the booster and the firewall.  In this 
case, the booster stud spacing is a little small-
er that the firewall hole spacing. 

Using the rattail file, turn the round four holes 
into ovals, enlarging them on a diagonal to-
wards the center.  As before, file the holes 
evenly, a little at a time, until the booster 
studs will all fit, and the booster sits flush 
against the firewall.  

 

TR6 BRAKE CONVERSION 
By Joel Justin 
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Now you will need to determine how thick your 
spacer can be.  Remember, you want as thick a 
spacer as possible, while still being able to get 
the nuts with washers securely on the studs. 
One way is by trial and error.  Another way is 
to put the nuts with washers on with enough 
threads to securely hold the booster, and 
measure the gap between the booster and 
firewall when the booster is pulled out all the 
way. 

Once you determine how thick to make your 
spacer, you need to figure out how to make it.  
If you have access to a milling machine, you 
could mill down your OEM spacer.  You might 
also need to grind the round holes into ovals to 
fit the booster stud spacing.  Mine fit without 
doing that. 

If you don’t have access to a mill, you could 
have one custom made from aluminum.  Bill 
was having a batch made up for his conver-
sions and offered me one.  Unfortunately, it 
was a little too think (½”) for my particular 
booster.  It did work well for all his boosters 
though. 

So in the end, I made mine from ¼” 5-ply 
Baltic birch plywood.  Actual thickness was 
0.310” when painted (I used a black satin 
paint to protect the wood and hide the wood – 
I did not want people accusing my TR6 of 
being of Morgan decent!).  For me, this 

worked perfectly for mounting the booster. 

Connecting the Booster to the Brake Pedal 

The only problem was that my booster was 
about ¼” closer to the brake pedal which did-
n’t provide me with enough space to keep my 
brake pedal flush with the clutch and accelera-
tor pedals. I knew I would have to cut the 
booster input pushrod as the universal boost-
ers come with a long pushrod for maximum 
adjustment, but now I would need to cut it as 
short as possible. 

The universal boosters have a ⅜”x24 thread-
ed pushrod with a regular nut on them to be 

used to tighten against whatever clevis you 
use.  I discarded the nut that came with the 
booster and replaced it with a jam nut.  This 
bought me ⅛”. 

Next I needed to find a clevis that was as small 
as possible, but still fit over the brake pedal.  I 
conferred with Bill and he suggested a Moss 
Motors 180-315 which is a clevis (fork) for an 
MGA master brake cylinder.  It has 5/16”x28 
threads, so it needs to be drilled and tapped to 
⅜”x24.  I also found I needed to cut off about 
0.2” from the back of the clevis to make the 
whole assembly as short as possible.  I also 
found that the clevis slot was a tad too narrow 
to fit over my brake pedal, so I used a flat file 
to widen it a bit.  Check yours before you put it 
on the booster pushrod and file to fit. 

With the jam nut and clevis screwed all the 
way down on the pushrod, mark the pushrod 
for cutting.  Take the clevis and jam nut back 
off and cut the pushrod just shy of the mark; 
on the shorter side.  Clean up the threads and 
reinstall the jam nut and clevis.  Place your 
spacer on the booster studs. Measure the dis-
tance from the flat face of the spacer (the side 
that will be against the firewall) to the center 
of the clevis pinhole on the clevis.  It should be 
between 3⅛ - 3¼”.  Adjust the clevis until this 

length is achieved. This will get you close for 
your test fit. 

Install the booster with spacer thru the firewall. 
Be sure the clevis fork straddle the brake pedal.  
Secure the booster with two washers and nuts. 
Install the clevis pin thru the clevis and brake 
pedal hole. How does the brake pedal line up 
with the clutch and accelerator pedals?  If it’s 
out too far, remove the clevis pin and booster, 
and screw the clevis down farther.  If the pedal 
is down too far, lengthen (unscrew) the clevis.  
Once you have the brake pedal in the proper 
position, remove the booster and tighten the 
jam nut without turning the clevis on the push-
rod. 

Cleaning and Installation 
PDWA Disassembly, Cleaning and Rebuilding 

Assuming you are replacing your master 
cylinder instead of rebuilding it, all you 
really need to disassemble is the PDWA 
and short brake lines from the master 
cylinder. 

Clean the brake lines, inside and out, with 
Brakleen.  If you want your lines to look like 
new (or almost), you can use some steel 
wool to polish the outsides.  Be sure you 
remove all dirt and steel wool dust when you 
are done.  

The PDWA is easy to disassemble.  Unscrew the 

plastic switch.  Look to see if there is any brake 
fluid on the switch plunger or in the well where 
the plunger goes. If there is, you will definitely 
need to rebuild the PDWA.  Even if there is not, 
rebuilding is still a good idea. 

Remove the large bolt on the end and remove 
the shuttle from the PDWA.  Removing the 
shuttle may be easy or not so.  Mine came out 
easily.  I lightly pounded the PDWA on end 
where the bolt goes in on a wooden block and 
the shuttle slid down.  I was able to work it out 
with a pick from there.  You may need to use 
compressed air in one of the rear holes while 
blocking the other three holes.  Start off with 
low PSI and slowly increase it until the shuttle 
comes out.  Be sure you have the open end of 
the PDWA pointing into a soft object (like an old 
bath towel) to “catch” it when it flies out. 

Remove the two O-rings from the shuttle. 
Inspect the condition of the shuttle and the 
bore of the PDWA housing.  Mine was in good 
shape – no corrosion on either.  The shuttle 
without the O-rings should slide smoothly in 
and out of the bore.  If yours does not, you 
might need to do some light sanding/
polishing.  Or you will need to look at the 
alternative of disabling the PDWA and turn it 
into nothing more than a brake line junction. 
More on this later. 

Since the PDWA body is brass (bronze?), I 
soaked it overnight it carburetor cleaner 
along with the shuttle and end bolt. They 
came out nice and clean.  I used some 
Brakleen to do a final cleaning before reas-
sembly.  I also used a wire wheel on my 
grinder to polish up the hex end of the bolt. 

Install new O-rings on the shuttle. Be sure the 
material is EDPM so it will stand up to brake 
fluid.  The proper size in 008. You can find the-
se in packs of 100 from McMaster-Carr (http://
www.mcmaster.com/#9557k459/=wkbnm9). 
Lubricate the O-rings with some clean brake 
fluid before installing them on the shuttle.  
Using a Q-tip, lubricate the shuttle bore of the 
PDWA with clean brake fluid.  Now install the 
shuttle into the bore. You will need to use a 
blunt instrument to push the shuttle all the way 
in.  Do not push it in too far.  Watch the hole 
where the switch plunger goes for the center 
“valley” of the shuttle to be centered under the 
hole. 

Install the switch and the end bolt.  If the cop-
per washer is bad, replace it.  Thread the brake 
lines to the PDWA input, but do not tighten yet.  

Cover the open end of the brake lines and 
PDWA output holes to prevent dirt from getting 
into you clean system. 

If you decide to bypass the PDWA function 

(continued on page 8) 

(from page 6) 
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(convert it into a brake line junction), you will 
need to drill and tap the switch hole to ⅜”x16 
(UNC).  You will then need to cut the threaded 
end of a ⅜”x16 bolt off and grind a screwdriver 
slot into one end.  Test fit in into your tapped 
hole to be sure it does not stick up too far.  
Ideally, you can still install your switch, which 
will not do anything anymore, but will at least 
look OEM. 

Once you are happy with the fit, put some J-B 
Weld on the threads and screw the bolt end into 
the tapped hole and let the J-B Weld set over-
night.  Of course you will not be able to put the 
shuttle in any longer, but with the J-B Welded 
threaded bolt end in place, you will still have 
two separate brake circuits.  This is as much as 
I can tell you about this option as I did not do it 
and therefore have no first-hand experience. 

Bench Bleeding the Master Cylinder 

I had read a lot about how you should bench 
bleed your master cylinder before installing it in 
the car because it’s easier to get all the air out 
on the bench than thru all the brake lines.  So I 
tried it.  I wish I had not. 

Bleeding it on the bench was not that hard, but 
getting the assembled master cylinder with 
PDWA installed, then hooked up to the brake 
lines was a mess.  Brake fluid leaked out every-
where, and by the time I got the lines tight, I 
had reintroduced air back into the master cylin-
der.  Your choice, but I would skip bench bleed-
ing and just do it in the car. 

After conferring with Bill (after I was all done), 
he gave me two tips to make this easier.  First, 
once you have the master cylinder bench bled, 
take a piece of plastic (food) wrap and place it 
over the top of the master cylinder.  Now screw 
on the cap over the plastic wrap.  This will pro-
vide an airtight seal, which will create a vacuum 
and prevent brake fluid from draining out.  
Leave the plastic wrap in place until you have 
everything installed and all the brake lines con-
nected. 

The second tip is to file the ends of the flare 
nuts on the brake lines a bit.  When they are 
tightened; they compress and flatten.  This 
makes it hard to get them threaded (quickly).  
By filing them a little bit, they will thread easily 
and re-flatted when tightened again. 

Assembling Everything 

Put a little white lithium grease inside the fork of 
the clevis and on the brake pedal where the 
clevis pinhole is.  With the spacer over the 
booster studs, mount the booster to the firewall, 
ensuring the clevis forks straddle the brake 
pedal.  With someone holding the booster in 
place, secure it with four washers and bolts.  I 
used nyloc locking nuts for added peace of 
mind. 

Push the clevis pin thru the fork and brake pe-
dal hole.  Install the washer and secure it all in 
place with a NEW cotter pin. 

Put a dab of white lithium grease on the booster 
pin that will engage with the cup on the master 
cylinder.  Install the master cylinder to the 
booster and secure it with two lock washers and 
nuts. 

I assembled the short brake lines and the PDWA 

to the master cylinder on the bench.  I did this 
as I thought bench bleeding was the way to go 
and that it would be easier to bench bleed the 
master cylinder with the PDWA attached, and 
then install it as an assembly.  In the end, it is 
your choice if you bench bleed, and whether 
you do just the master cylinder or with the 
PDWA. 

Now connect the front and rear brake lines to 
the output of the PDWA.  You also need to con-
nect the wires to the switch on the PDWA and 
the vacuum hose from the intake manifold to 
the booster.  You are now ready to bleed the 
brakes. 

Bleeding the System 

Since I had introduced air into my master cylin-
der during installation in the car, I had to bleed 
the system from scratch.  Since the left front 
wheel was closest to the master cylinder, I 
started there to get the air out of the master 
cylinder and PDWA.  The front brakes also have 
the largest reservoir in the master cylinder, so I 
had to fill it less frequently. 

If you have never used Speed Bleeders (http://
www.speedbleeder.com/), I would suggest 
giving them a try.  All TR6s use SB3824HD in 
the rear.  Early TR6’s (1969-1971) use SB3824L 
in the front and later TR6s (1972-1976) use 
SB1010S in the front.  Speed bleeders are basi-
cally a spring loaded bleeder valve.  When the 
valve is opened a half turn, the spring forces a 
ball bearing against the valve opening prevent-
ing fluid from leaking out and air 
from getting it.  When you apply 
brake pedal pressure, the ball bear-
ing compresses the spring opening 
the valve and allowing fluid (and 
any air in the fluid) to escape.  
When pedal pressure ceases, the 
spring forces the ball bearing to 
close the valve.  When all the air is 
out of the line, you tighten the 
bleeder valve, which disables the 
spring from allowing fluid out. 

Regardless of whether you use 
speed bleeders or not, once you 
believe you have all the air out of 
the master cylinder, you can start 
the bleeding process by going to the 
farthest wheel from the master 
cylinder (on the TR6, that’s the right
-rear) and working towards the 
closest (left- front).  I did this sev-
eral times until I felt I had the air 
out. 

Before you go on your test drive, 
you need to make a final check of 
the pedal play.  Lightly press on the 
brake pedal.  There should be little 
to no play before it starts to push 
on the booster and master cylinder.  
If you find excessive play, you will 
need to remove your master cylin-
der and lengthen the booster push-
rod.  This is easy to do without dis-
connecting any brake lines.  Re-
move the bolt securing the PDWA 
and the two nuts securing the mas-
ter cylinder to the booster.  Slide 
the master cylinder off the booster 
and lengthen the pushrod.  Do not 
forget to tighten the jam nut.  Upon 

reassembly, be sure you are able to install the 
master cylinder flush to the booster without 
feeling any pressure from the master cylinder.  
Bolt the master cylinder to the booster and test 
the pedal play.  Once it is OK, secure the PDWA 
with the bolt. 

During my test drive, I still felt a little spongi-
ness in the pedal, so I lifted the car and went 
around one more time.  After that, everything 
was great! 

Conclusion 
 
Bill was a huge help with this project.  It is a 
pretty straightforward conversion that you can 
do yourself for under $200, assuming you re-
place your master cylinder and not rebuild it.  
As with any automotive project, especially one 
concerning the brakes, be sure to get expert 
help if you are unsure of any step. 

Editor’s Note— The SPANNER would like to thank 
Joel Justin for his detailed and informative article.  
There is great information in the article that can 
apply to the TR6 conversion as well as the ‘stock’ 
system.  I know Bill Sinclair has made several im-
provements over his installation so you might want 
to chat him up when he attends a General Member-
ship meeting.  This is an ‘improvement’ over the 
original brake system.  Is it really much different 
from putting electronic ignition in your car, or per-
haps changing out a transmission?  The important 
thing to consider this is also a safety improvement, 
stopping you quicker and more reliably.  Something 
to consider? - PK 

(from page 7) 
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On September,10th, after the Over the Hump 
Event, Jim Shope, Pat and myself loaded our 
Austin Healy’s into the trailer for a trip to 
Monterey California, for the International 
Healey Week.  This event occurs once every 
five years and attracts folks from Australia, 
South Africa, Europe, Canada, Japan as well 
as the United States.  This time there was 
400 People and 200 vehicles present. 

We arrived at the Hyatt Regency about noon 
on Monday after a layover in Tehachapi, Cali-
fornia.  This was the plan so we could get a 
“good” parking space for our 35 foot “goose 
neck” trailer.  We did, sort of.  Drive straight 
in, unload the vehicles, and pray that on Fri-
day we can get out. 

After arrival on Monday evening we attended 
the Opening Reception.  It was a nice buffet 
where we were able to talk to other Healey 
owners.  Of course this meant that Jim van-
ished in the mass of people talking about 
Healey’s.  The Center of attention for the 
evening was the “Last Austin Healey 3000 
Built”.  

 The “Last Austin Healey 3000  was con-
structed three months after the assembly line 
closed.  Today there are few changes to the 
car such as triple Weber carbs instead of the 
original dual SU’s.  Never the less, a very 
nice vehicle.   Additionally there was a wel-
come message from Gerry Coker, original 
designer of the Austin Healey 100 and the 
Austin Healey Streamliner and influenced 

other Healey designs.  Although difficult to 
hear in the hall a CD was available from the 
100 Group.  Gerry lives in Florida now and is 
95 years old.  I learned that “Healey’s” are 
female.  I know this because Gerry first drew 
them with skirts.  A number of his sketches 
were auctioned off at the reception following 
the dinner. 

Tuesday started the first full day of activities.  
We participated in the car show at Pacific 
Grove.  BACLV was represented in two clas-
ses,  BJ8 – Jim Shope and BT7 – Seminator-
es.  

As Jim was pulling into his parking space he 
ended up beside Mark Short, one of our club 
members, in a beautiful green BJ8.  He had 
finally ditched the Jaguars.  Six Healey’s from 
Kansas had made the trip to Monterey. 
 
 Judging was done by the participants the 
results to be announced at the closing ban-
quet on Thursday evening.  At 2:00 p.m. the 
car show was all over so we all headed for 
Laguna Seca race track.  

 If you have followed Formula 1 racing you 
have heard of the drivers talking about com-
ing over a hill into a blind corner.  Well at 
Laguna Seca the entrance into the corkscrew 
is just that.  At 30 miles per hour it is not to 
bad but at 45 miles per hour you just hope 
that you are on the right line as you look out 
into the sky – very thrilling. 

On Wednesday there was a number tours 
including one of the wine country.  Addition-
ally there were two tech sessions presented 
by Kevin Dodd from Moss Motors and Lake 
Speed Jr. from Driven Racing.  Kevin dis-
cussed the problems Moss has getting quality 
parts and how they are trying to treat their 
customers when things go wrong (having 
experienced this when I got home I had a 
defective door latch so can say they are real-
ly trying).  Lake Speed gave two talks, one 
on ethanol, and the other on ZDDP in our oil.  
In summary use only oils that do not have 
the “donut” on the bottle.  As for fuel they, 
and others, have an additive to put more 
lead in the fuel which is required by our cars.  
Lake also pointed out the NASCA is going to 
start using E15 fuel for their cars, but they 
are designing all their parts to be resistant to 
ethanol damage. 

Thursday morning was drive tours on your 
own.  Jim had acquired a foot infection so he 
was out of commission.  We took this oppor-
tunity to load our cars in the trailer in hopes 
of leaving early Friday and getting home be-
fore dark.  On Thursday afternoon there were 
two tech session given by Steve Day from 
British Car Ranch.  The first session was Brit-
ish Car Ranch Ladies Tech Session, so Pat 
and I went to that.   

Monterey International Healey Week  
by Jim Shope and Al Seminatore 

The last Austin Healey 300 built display 
Photo by Jim Shope 

Jim Shope’s BJ8 Austin Healey 3000 
Photo by Jim Shope 

The beginning of Show Row with BJ8’s 
Photo by Jim Shope 

The end of the Show Row with Bug Eye’s 
Photo by Jim Shope 

Arrival at Laguna Seco race track 
Photo by Jim Shope 

Line-up at the Laguna Seca race track 
Photo by Jim Shope 

Jim Shope waving to all who sympathize with his 
bad foot—it didn’t last long though, the next day 
it was gone 
Photo by Pat Seminatore 

(continued on page 10) 
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Well, I was thrown out because I was not 
wearing a dress like his son.  But after the 
session was over Steve Day made a point to 
tell me I had an exceptional assistant me-
chanic.  The next session was open to all.  
Steve went over the various items one 
should look for in order to keep the car in 
good running order.  Of importance was to 
leave the coolant level in the radiator down 
from the top – fill it up and it will boil off the 
correct amount.  Second was to keep the oil 
level above the low mark but NOT up to the 
fill mark.  He then addressed how to tell 
when the fluids need to be changed – when 
they look dirty or you cannot see through 
them. 

That evening was the Farewell Banquet, 
Awards and Live Auction.  The awards for the 
car show was made for the different classes.  

At one point David Nock stammered 
over a name.  Pat got up and start-
ed going forward.  Then Jim stabbed 
me in the ribs which I took to mean 
I should follow Pat.  To my great 
surprise we received 3rd place in 
the BT7 class.  A great reward for 
seven years of hard work and all the 
hair fixings and nail polishing Pat did 
without.  Thanks Pat for letting me 
have a dream. 

 

Pat & Al’s car with the Monterey International Austin Healey 
BT7 trophy—Photo by Pat Seminatore 

Bill Sinclair called me at work and awoke me 
from my slumber with the question of “Have you 
made your Triumphest reservations in Flagstaff 
yet?”   My reply, “What, that is in September and 
it is only May, I don’t know what I’m doing to-
morrow much less five months from now, you 
wake me up for this?”  That started it all.  Mar-
garet and I thought it would be a great trip to 
get to know some friends a bit better, do a little 
partying and see a bit of the country around 
Flagstaff. 

After a chat with a few of the members at 
BACLV, the idea gathered steam.  Members 
rushed to get their cars ready.  Bill Sinclair was 
up in Canada, busting knuckles on his modified 
TR6, trying to finish it up and get all systems 
working in time to make the 2,350 mile trip 
while also spending time trying to get the 
fishhooks out of my Stag – Bill found there is 
only 24 hours a day, not the 36 he was planning 
on, so he found a Jeep to rent.  Jonas Payne 
spent his hours replacing the engine, transmis-
sion and adding air conditioning in his TR6.  Ste-
ve Kennedy was working on his top end – head, 
rockers and a quick tune-up, and the clutch quit 
– anyone surprised?  Simon and Jane – a couple 
of Energizer Bunnies there, they just keep on 
going in their TR6 and TR8.  Bill Wellbaum, being 
a bit smarter than the rest of us, turned to his 
Mini for a bit of comfort and sanity.  Someone 
said that Triumph made Lotus, so I decided that 
a Lotus by Triumph would be the way to go (who 
is “They” anyway?).  

Steve Kennedy stepped up and knew the way to 
do Triumphest in the style it deserved, so he 
took the reins and started planning.  Time flew 
by, reservations were  made and the gaggle of 
Triumpher’s was settled – the Kennedy’s, 
Paynes, James’s, Wellbaums, Klenks and Bill 
Sinclair flying solo, rounded out the BACLV mem-
bers traveling from Las Vegas to Flagstaff, Arizo-
na, a trip of 250 miles (2,556 miles for Bill Sin-
clair) on the 40, a bit longer the way we went.  
We all own Triumphs – TR6 and a Stag – so off 
to the single-marque event we will go, seven 
merry Triumphs all in a row.  Stop laughing - 
these are British cars, how about two TR6, one 
TR8, a Mini, Miata, Jeep and Lotus. 

Maestro Kennedy took up the baton without skip-
ping a beat, though the band was a bit tone 
deaf.  Plans were made, meeting at the World 
Famous Coffee Cup in the greater Boulder City 
metropolitan area on the 21st; we would strike 
out and fly off the desert to Kingman, veer off 

the freeway and find Route 66, following the 
footsteps of Martin Milner and George Maharis in 
their Corvette.  We never found them, didn’t 
even see a Corvette, but found some great old 
vintage bars and gas stations.  If you’ve not 
driven this route, and you have just a little more 
time, try it.  There is some beautiful scenery, 
really nice people and cold beer.  I am sure some 
of the cows (cattle?) were very impressed with 
this heard of British cars (plus Japanese and 
American), they all got up and danced around, 
pointed and said, “Hey mom!”   

After five hours or so, we found ourselves in the 
metropolis of Flagstaff.  A couple of quick right 
turns and we were at Little America waste deep 
in TR2, TR3, TR250, TR6, TR7, TR8, Spitfires, 
Heralds, Stags, Dolomites, Mayflowers, 2500, 
GT6 and even a TR5 (yes there was a fuel inject-
ed TR5 from Germany).  Breathe deep, it was 
cool, sunny and the air smelled of pine trees, 
mountain air with a scent of petrol-rich exhaust.  
A wonderful gathering of British machinery.  We 

scatter to find a parking space for the evening.  
Off to the store for munchies, wine and beer, 
then gathering in room 426 for a strategy ses-
sion to make sure we are at our best Friday 
morning, we have it locked. 

Friday morning brought cooler temperatures and 

little rain to greet the host of events to be found 
at Triumphest.  Simon James and Jonas Payne 
had their eyes on the autocross and Steve and 
Aly Kennedy found the Funkana.  The rest of us 
wanted to spend our time looking at the wide 
variety of Triumphs and watch the men and 
women of the BACLV perform.  First up were 
Simon James and the autocross.  Each driver got 
three runs at the blended figure eight and hour-
glass course.  Simon spent his first run getting to 
know the course then while waiting for this next 

runs the rain moved in and the course became 
wet.  Somehow when approaching a course that 
is all about how fast you can make it around a 

TRIUMPHEST 2017 
By Stanley Pepalinsky, Photos By Pat Klenk un-
less otherwise noted 

The caravan stopping along Route 66 
Photo by Margaret Klenk 

The Dame of Route 66—J(L to R) ane James, 
Kate Payne, Aly Kennedy, pilar Wellbaum 

The British greeting in Flagstaff 

Simon prepped and ready to go autocrossing 

(continued on page 11) 

(from page 9) 



 

WWW.BACLV.net   

November  2017—Page 11 

corner, wet conditions just do not add much to 
the time.  Simon did finish with very respectable 
times.  Later in the day came Jonas Payne, his 
first time ever to get the taste of competition in 
auto crossing.  Because of some of the 
“modifications” to his car, he was bumped to a 
different class; modified class M-4, modified 6 

cylinder.   Wait-
ing in line, 
ready to go, 
stomach churn-
ing, Jonas 
counted the 
seconds.  Off 
he goes rocket-
ing through the 
course, follow-
ing the line 
perfectly, tires 
wailing on the 
very edge.  
First run, learn 
the course 56.6 
seconds, se-

cond run, cut off two seconds 56.3, and third 
run 54.0.  Park the really mean machine – TR6 
and time to try a big cigar and relax, it was 
over. 

While Simon and Jonas were running the auto-
cross, Steve and Aly Kennedy decided to take 
on the Funkana.  Steve in the driver’s seat and 
Aly taking on the athlete/navigators spot, it 
looked like a great challenge.  The flag drops; 
Steve drives to a ramp, Aly grabs a fishing pole 
and goes fishing - fast.  After that, Steve jets to 
the next challenge, Aly’s hair flying, and around 
the course they flew.  Steve reaches the final 
challenge, Aly tosses the beanbags and across 
the finish line they go.  Great fun, Steve looked 
very serious and Aly could not stop laughing.   

What is this, Steve was distracted in the Funka-
na by those crazy people at the autocross.  Hard 
to drive with one eye on the beanbag toss and 
the other eye on the autocross.  Steve decided 
that he would focus both eyes on the autocross 
and go for it, his first time ever.  Problem, 

would they let a Miata run with all those Tri-
umphs.  Then there was a Toyota Celica and a 
BMW2001 running so why can’t he?  So Steve 
donned a helmet, got the Miata safety inspected 
and got in line.  The first run, Steve explored 
the course and the corners.  Then came the real 
commitment on runs two and three. Steve had 
blistering runs through the course.  Steve being 

Steve, ran the course with calm and precision.  
At the end of the third run, he found his time a 
very nice 53.744 seconds.  Oh, and he was 
hooked on auto cross just like Jonas but without 
the cigar. 

The day ended at room 430 that night.  The 
group from BACLV chatted late into the night.  
Some recounted his drive, the thrill of victory 
and there was no defeat in our crowd, we stood 
tall.  The evening wrapped up with scampering 
out to the parking lot to move cars out of the 
way for the Funcourse that started early in the 
morning. 

Day broke and all was quiet on the western 
front, or so we thought, but then quietly a 
bunch of guys out in the parking lot with tooth-
brushes and polishing rags.  It was like a vast 
array of solders preparing for battle, close quar-
ters combat.  Each had their secrets to protect, 
techniques only they knew on how to shine the 
chrome of each spoke of a wire wheel, finishes 
so bright the FAA had to warn passing aircraft of 
the dangers of the glare and each had their 
specific finery to show, sort of the Triumph red-
light district.  Then injected into this crowd are 
the spectators.  The parking lot was awash with 
people stumbling around drooling over and on 
the cars.  You could hear the hearts racing at 
the sight, men leaning over the wings like a 
delicate pirouette in Swan Lake with the fear of 
brushing against the car only to be seen as a 
Neanderthal.  

BACLV was there with their Triumphs in all their 
radiant glory.  Jonas Payne and Simon James in 
their TR6’s and Jane James in her TR8.  Bonnets 
up, and GO!  Let’s see that chrome, polished 
stainless and well-detailed machines.  Selections 
were made by popular choice voting.  There was 
stiff competition to say the least.  These are 
some of most beautiful cars around.  Some rare, 
some really old, some in simply pristine condi-

tion.  It was an amazing collection of cars repre-
senting millions of dollars and hundreds of thou-
sands of hours of hard work.  Some trailer 
queens and others, like those from the BACLV, 
arrived on their four wheels.  For the honor of 
the BACLV, Simon and Jane James took awards 
for their cars; a 1st place for Jane’s TR8, and 3rd 
for Simons TR6. 

Next up – Driver’s Rally.  Oh how we all pre-
pared for this event; all cars welcome, even 
Mini’s, Miata’s and Lotus’.  Here the competition 
was to be fierce, and it would be all about the 
skill of the driver, the precision of the navigator 
and most of all the congenial communication 
between driver and navigator (aka husband and 
wife).  Then the hosts for the Triumphest, De-
sert Centre – Triumph Register of America, de-
cided that a harmonious event would be best, 
thus disappointing divorce attorneys.  So we all 
jumped in our cars for what turned out to be a 
spectacular and peaceful, 66-mile drive around 
the Flagstaff area.  It was a ‘poker run’ event, 
collecting cards at each of the stops on the 
route.  The weather was cool, the sun bright 
and the route well planned.  There were stops at 
historic ranches, old theaters, parks and lakes.  
Students from Northern Arizona University 
pitched in and manned the stops handing out 
the cards.  The event ended back at the hotel in 
the mid-afternoon to record the poker hand and 
hear how beautiful the drive was and how no 
one knew these sights were there.  The BACLV 
squad retreated to the historic district of Flag-
staff to examine the Lumber Yard.  Surprisingly 
we could find no lumber for sale, only beer, 
wine, and munchies.  The eleven stout members 
of the BACLV did not want to insult the host 
city, hence we commandeered four tables, 
jammed them together and partook of the local 
brews, wine and small plates.  After a few 
rounds, back to the hotel for the Awards Ban-
quet and Awards. 

The Awards Banquet found the members of the 
BACLV spread across three tables being inte-
grated into the Triumph community.  It mat-
tered not to the intrepid members from Las 
Vegas.  After a little wine and a good meal, we 
were ready for the awards.  Would we win any-
thing was the question we asked each other.  
We have a pretty normal Triumph to show.  It 
was the first time out for the autocrossers, and 
well, the raffle had hundreds to one chances.  
What the heck, it was a good time anyway.  
Being a polite group, we did quiet down to listen 

Jonas Payne, ready for all 

Jonas’ rocking n’ rolling, with a bit more toll 

Hang on Aly, ready to toss 

Steve Kennedy blazing through the autocross 
in his kind-of British Miata? 

Funcourse Line-Up 

Photo By Joe Cain 

Jane and Simpon James with part of their 
‘Haul” 
Photo by Bill Wellbaum 
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to whoever won something.  Funcourse, wait he 
said, “Jane James and her TR8 won first place” 
only to be 
followed by 
“Simon 
James with 
a TR winning 
3rd place”.  
Truly high 
drama, a 
few quick 
photos, and 
back to the 
seats after 
some con-
gratulations.  
Next up, the 
Driving Ral-
ly, and first 
up is Simon 
and Jane 
James with 
three kings, 
ace high, we 
are sure by 
this time 
Simon was 
bored and having to get up and walk over to get 
another.  A few minutes later it was the auto-
cross event awards.  A few minutes went by and 
the other people in the room got their chance at 
an award or two, but then it came to Class M-4 – 
Jonas Payne.  The crowd goes wild (or at least 

Jonas does) 
as the lone 
redhead 
dancing on 
air to collect 
this plaque – 
1st for a first 
timer.  Then, 
not to be out 
classed is 
Steve Kenne-
dy in Class X 
– 1st place for 
a first time 
out (Drew 
Kennedy is 
claiming the 
award be-
cause dad 
was using his 
Miata) to 
calmly take 
on all com-
ers.  Bill 

Wellbaum need some exercise as well, so he had 
to trudge up and collect an award for being a 
contributing participant in Triumphest.  Lastly 
are the raffle prizes to be announced (oh, did 

Jonas mention that he got 1st in his class?).  
Sorry Steve, you have to get up again to collect 

your raffle prize.  Finally, the gang from BACLV 
gets to sit and stop jumping up to receive their 
bling and the banquet ends.   

Off to room 430 to review the evening spoils.  
Jonas was kind enough to remind us that it was 
his first time driving autocross and he won 1st 
place in his class.  All was well in the world of 
the Triumph owners in the British Auto Club of 
Las Vegas.  A few glasses of wine, water for 
some and it is time to find some rest for an early 
trek home. 

The morning greeted us all cold and crisp.  Time 
to fuel up, find breakfast, and begin the journey 
home.  Not being use to a 29-degree tempera-
ture, when it was time to clean the bugs off the 
windscreen a magical thing happened – strange 
white stuff appeared on the glass.  From behind 
Simon smiled his knowing grin and commented 
“ice.”  Oh, so time to 
park it until it warms 
up just a bit.  Mean-
while Margaret Klenk 
thought it would be a 
terrific idea to get the 
contingent from the 
BACLV to line up 
around the Tri-
umphest 2017 sign, 
try to look awake, and 
get a couple of pho-
tos.  Following this 
excitement, Bill Well-
baum said he and 
Pilar knew a great 
place for breakfast 
before we hit the 
road.  The caravan 
was off around Flag-
staff again and we 
invaded a local’s cof-
fee shop for a break-
fast almost as tasty as 
the World Famous 
Coffee Cup.  It was 

decided that we all wanted to find home as 
quickly as we could by taking the direct, less 
sonic highway 40 to Kingman and then directly 
to Las Vegas from there.  The caravan then re-
sumed our snaking through Flagstaff and onto 
40 with Steve in the lead.  Apparently Steve’s 
right foot was a little tired, perhaps from the 
autocross, and rested on the accelerator a bit.  
After a few hours, we hit Las Vegas again, each 
car peeling off to find their own resting place to 
catch up and recover from Triumphest 2017. 

Just reviewing the spoils of the British Auto Club 
of Las Vegas, because you know you want to 
know, here it is: 

 

Simon and Jane James:  
1st Place Driving Rally 
1st Place Funcourse (Jane’s TR8) 
3rd Place Funcourse (Simon’s TR6) 

Bill and Pilar Wellbaum: 
Active Participant Award 

Steve and Aly Kennedy: 
1st Place Autocross (class X, 

53.744 seconds best time) 
Raffle Winner 

Jonas and Kate Payne: 
1st Place Autocross (Class M-4, 

54.00 seconds best time) 

Gold Standard at the Funcourse 

Next year’s Triumphest 2018 is to be found in 
Sacramento, September 27 through the 30th.  
Only 66 miles from Napa and rooms at $139.00 
per night.  Plan now, reserve the hotel early.  
Visit http://triumphest2018.org for more. 

How many seconds was that 
Jonas? 1st Place, class M6 

With his British Miata, Steve 
Kennedy take 1st Place Class X 

The BACLV Gang, Triumphest 2017 

A non-Triumph entry at the Driving Rally  

(from page 11) 

A great Triumph Hearld drop-top in the line-up at Tri-
umphest 2017 

Jonas Payne’s TR6, a TR3 and Simon James’ TR6 waiting to run at the auto-
cross during Triumphest 2017 
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Location: Red Robin – Henderson, NV 

Call to Order: 7:15 pm 

Attendees: President Sandy Lashua, Vice President James Oswald, Treasurer David Ogle, Secretary Brett Harris, Spanner Editor Pat Klenk, Webmaster 
Margaret Klenk, Clara Ogle, Andrew Lashua 

President Report – Sandy Lashua 
The Biler rotating Spanner advertisement will be $75 per month. They will hold off until the beginning of the year. 
Dave Ogle will become the bank account administrator since Sandy will be leaving office at the end of her term.  

The board approves 
The @baclv.net email addresses idea will be discussed with the next board. It is a bit late in the year for this board. 
The next meeting will be somewhere near Sunset Park due to nearby commitments of the secretary. 
One of the members suggested a BACLV Recommended list for mechanics and services.  

The board declines due to possible liability reasons. 
Discussed a possible Boy Scout rally and Tune & Tech sometime in October. The Boy Scouts can earn a mechanics badge. 
Michael Johnson will host a Red Rock run on October 15th. 
The Spanner Editors would like a list of new members since January and a list of new members each month. 
New Election Proposal 

All mail in secret ballots will be used. 
The club will provide a self addressed stamped envelope. 
Ballots to be post marked by November 15th. 
3-person committee on Election Day. 

Person 1 will open the envelope. 
Person 2 will separate ballots from envelope. 
Person 3 will count votes. 

The membership will vote on either this new proposal or the current email method at the September Membership Meeting. 
Vice President – Jim Oswald 

Events 
Steve Kennedy is hosting Triumphest. 
September 30th: Wurst Fest in Boulder City. 
October 15th: Sunday Brunch at Red Rock after the drive. 
October 20th – 21st: Garage Sale – no theme has been set. 
November 12th: Jewel in the Desert, Kelso Station Drive. $10 gift card for those who RSVP. 
November 18th: Veterans Run. 
December 11th: Holliday Party and Awards Banquet – Wild Horse Golf Club. 

Treasurer – Dave Ogle 
Any scanned and emailed, or copied checks should be done in black & white for security purposes. 
The treasury report does not need to be in both the board and membership meeting minutes.  

Henceforth, it will only be included in the board meeting minutes. 
Treasury Report: (A full report is available upon request) 

Starting Balance $6,613.03 
Deposits  $   655.00 
Sub-Total  $7,268.03 
Disbursements $   670.61 
End Balance $6,597.42 

Pat Klenk enquired about the need to only give an abbreviated report. 
This is to save time and space. “A full report is available upon request” will be written in the board minutes accompanying 

the abbreviated treasury report. 
The general membership minutes will not have a treasury report. Instead, it will say, “The treasury report is published in the 

board meeting minutes.” 
Clara Ogle 

Clara included the suggestions made to the Hosting Guidelines. 
Changes mention getting advertising approved by the board and receiving a list of current email addresses to copy & paste 

into the To: field. 
A packet with a reimbursement form and projected budget will be provided to the host along with the guidelines 

form. 
Sandy mentioned that the board would host a drive to Pahrump with lunch and a tour of Sheri’s Ranch sometime in December. 
Secretary – Brett Harris 

Nothing to report. 
Suggested a photo-guessing contest for the Spanner where close-up photos of design features are published and members can submit 

their guesses for a set of raffle tickets. 
Someone would need to manage it. 

Webmaster – Margaret Klenk 
Margaret is working out the kinks in the Google Calendar. 

Spanner Editor – Pat Klenk 
Kate asks why the board chose the treasurer without asking the membership. 

Treasurer will be placed on the ballot. 

MINUTES OF THE BACLV BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
September 13, 2017 

AS SUBMITTED BY MR. BRETT HARRIS, Secretary  

(continued on page 14) 
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Jim Lefler approached Kate about “Robert’s Rules” and the editor’s rights to edit the minutes. 
 
Sandy – The editor has the right to edit the minutes to free up space as long as the information stays true. 

The bylaws allow for the minutes to be omitted from the Spanner as long as they are published to the website. 
Spanner cost per page 

12 pages - $183.74 
16 pages - $216.48 
Difference - $31.74 
The board approves the editors’ discretion to go up to 16 pages. More than 16 would require board approval per inci-

dence.  
Andrew Lashua 

Andrew would like to see a membership recruitment picnic again. He says that 4 members recruited at that event in the past have been 
elected to the board. He asks that we request this event of the 2018 board. 

Adjourned 8:50 PM 

(continued from page 13) 

Call to Order: 8:59 AM 

Sandy Lashua – President  

Welcome New Members & Guests 
Jim & Lynelle Hughes are from Hawaii and are looking for a TR3 
Dan Kathy (Bruce Carpenter) Retired USAF & Alaska Airlines pilot ’53 MG TD 
Dick and Sue Rowe 

Letter from Lorene Lindahl 
Al had his last infusion treatment Tuesday so he is under the weather for the next few days. He’s feeling pretty good 

today. We see the doctor again in December. We have the 21-year-old son of an old friend saying with us for 3 
months while he is doing an internship. Although we don’t see much of him, having another person in the house 
has changed our schedules around. We have NY friends coming this week to visit. We have not encouraged visi-
tors and we have continued to stay close to home while Al has been going through his treatments… so e are 
looking forward to catching up with our friends! Obviously we have not been socializing in group situations but 
look forward to seeing everyone again, hopefully soonJ Please send our best to all our club friends!! 

It turned out that Al was feeling well enough to attend the meeting and was very excited to show off his new Jaguar F
-Type! 

Board Elections 
2018 board nominations will be taken today. President, Vice President, Officer at Large, and Treasurer are up for election. 
Dave Ogle is our incumbent Treasurer and has volunteered to run in this election. That position is still open for nominees. 
Former methods of election were discussed as it pertained to emailed ballots and the fact that they are inherently not secret. 
Each member is entitled to a vote, not just one vote per household as in the past. 
New method discussed: Ballots will only be of the mail-in type (except for members living over-seas) a 3-person committee will be re-

sponsible for the tallying. 
Person 1 will open the envelope 
Person 2 will separate the ballots from the envelope 
Person 3 will tally the votes. 

The membership voted and approved of the new mail-in method. 
Garage Sale 

Any member with something to donate but cannot attend the garage sale should email Claudia Albrecht to schedule a time to bring the 
donations to their house in the week preceding the garage sale. 

There is no set theme. 
Categories for potluck options are: Casseroles & main dish, Appetizers & breads, salads & side dishes and desserts.  
Please let Claudia know what you plan to bring so we don’t end up with all desserts and a salad. 

Claudia’s email address is: hcalbrecht@cox.net 

Jim Oswald – Vice President 

Upcoming Events 
September 30 – Wurst Fest in Boulder City – All Day arrive by 7:00/8:00 AM. 
October 15th – Red Rock Drive was proposed with a picnic at the end. RSVP by October 13. Bring Sternos if bringing warm food. 
October 28th – Boy Scout Rally and Tune & Tech at Atomic Motors. Bill Biler will provide food, drinks, and large BBQ grill as long as 

someone else cooks. 
November 12th – The James’s are hosting a run to Kelso Station in the Mojave National Preserve. Meet at M Resort. Picnic. Nice roads. 

Old train station. 
October 20 & 21 – Garage Sale. The clubs only fundraiser. Oct 20 is the pot-luck & pricing, Oct 21 is the garage sale. 
October 20 is the Las Vegas Pride Parade. Please email Brett if interested. It will possibly be canceled to not compete with the garage 

sale pot luck. 
Veteran’s Home Car Show date is November 18th. 
Al Seminatore would like to plan a possible rally in Pahrump sometime next Spring. Participants will receive a ticket at each checkpoint 

for their next instruction. Tickets will not be the same. 
Sandy encourages everyone to attend these events in their daily driver even if they don’t have an LBC or it’s not available. 

Jim Shope talked about attending Austin Healey week. It occurs every 5 years and he saw cars and their people from all over the world. 

Brett Harris – Secretary 

Nothing secretarial to report. 
Mentioned participating in the Age of Chivalry Renaissance Festival October 13-15, and that people who want a chance at seeing him in a funny 

costume should attend. 

(continued on page 15) 

MINUTES OF THE BACLV MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
September 24, 2017 

AS SUBMITTED BY MR. BRETT HARRIS, Secretary 
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Dave Ogle – Treasurer  

The Treasury Report is published in the board meeting minutes. 

Sandy Lashua – Closing Remarks  

Meeting minutes will now be published on the website, but not in the Spanner. 

Jim Shope – Raffle Master Extraordinaire 

License Plate Frame and 50/50 
50/50 

$105.00 in 
$50.00 to the winner 
$55.00 to the club 
Winning ticket 558033 to Jim Shope 

License Plate Frame 
558012 to Dave Ogle 

Open Forum 

Carolyn Stillwell talked about the City Lights Art Train in Boulder City supporting the co-op gallery in Henderson. $30 per person. 
The importance of points was discussed. 
Bill Biler discussed the new Show Room B at Atomic Motors and their new truck-sized lathe. 
Jim Shope mentioned that he learned modern oil and gas are death to classic cars according to a talk at Austin Healey Week. It’s better 

to spend more at Moss Motors for properly formulated oil. 

Adjourned – 9:48 PM 

(continued from page 14) 

Editor’s Note — In the future the Minutes of the Board of Director’s meeting and those of the General Membership meeting will be available on the 
British Auto Club Las Vegas’ website at www.BACLV.org or www.Baclv.net.  The minutes will be found under the “Members” tab.  This will allow for the 
inclusion of additional articles and photographs of events and technical issues.   
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British Auto Club of Las Vegas 
P. O. Box 90973 
Henderson, NV 89009 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 

15th 
Sunday Brunch Red Rock Run. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Host: Michael & Rosie Johnson— Meet at Dunkin Donuts, 11710 W. Charles-
ton. See website for details and RSVP 

20 & 
21st 

Annual Garage Sale & Night Before Pot Luck. 10/20 drop-off and set-up items for sale.  1861 Casa De Elegante Court, Las Vegas.  
10/21—sale begins.  Host:Claudia & Harald Albrect 

29th General Membership Meeting, 9-10:30 am, Wildhorse Golf Club 

November 

12th 
Jewel in the Desert: Kelso Depot at Mojave National Preserve—Meet at Fiesta Hotel, Henderson, 8:00 a.m., under the sign. Host: Simon 
& Jane James.  See website for more details 

18th 
Veterans Run - Private Car Show.  Lunch @ Boulder Brewery after.  Meet Fiesta Hotel, Henderson, under the sign. 8:00 a.m.. Go to 
Veterans Home, Boulder City, 100 Veterans Memorial Dr., Boulder City 

December 

10th BACLV Holiday Party—3:00 p.m. Wildhorse Golf Club. $25 Gift Exchange.  See website for more details and RSVP 

 

12th  

28th Boy Scouts BBQ—Atomic Motors, 704 W. Sunset Rd., Henderson, Suite B1. Hosts—Bill & Cat Biler 


