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IN MEMORIA
It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing of 
long time BACLV member Alan Rosoff. Alan passed last 
Thursday from COVID 19 related illness at the age of 86. 
Though we have seen less of Alan over the past couple 
of years due to declining health, he and his spouse, Susie 
Rosoff were regulars at hundreds of BACLV events span-
ning 15 years. Alan served as the Webmaster and he and 
Susie edited the Spanner for a number of years. 

Alan was a character with a crusty demeanor which was 
part of his charm. He had no “filter” and always spoke di-

rectly about what was on his mind. Once you got to know him, beneath the exterior, he 
had a wicked sense of humor and was generous with his time and resources. Personally 
I enjoyed the free and regular access to a car hauler he kept for years. He cared deeply 
about the BACLV and devoted his talents and time to insure its success. His favorite BA-
CLV event was the annual garage sale, where he enthusiastically served as cashier year 
after year, entertaining us with wild stories about his time in Las Vegas.

The COVID Effect
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

Cover: Bill Covey’s Morgan Plus 8

MISSION STATEMENT
The British Auto Club of Las Vegas con-
sists of British Car owners and enthusi-
asts dedicated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The Club 
promotes Information and networking 
and revels in the social elements of 
British car ownership. You don’t need 
to own an LBC (little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire them. 

Club members, prospective members 
and British car enthusiasts are encour-
aged to attend our meetings and events. 
We discuss events and activities, swap 
Lucas stories, exchange advice on repair 
problems and enjoy socializing with one 
another. 

Membership Meetings are held at 
9:AM on the last Sunday of each 
month at 

The Wildhorse Golf Club  
2100 Warm Springs Rd.  

Henderson Nevada 

Any change in location will be noted in 
the SPANNER and our website. 
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President’s Message
By Jonas Payne

Consider submitting an article to the 
SPANNER. Submissions are preferred in a 
non-formatted Word document, 500 to 
1,000 words. Photos are also welcome and 
should be sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption descrip-
tions. The deadlines are typically the 15th 
of the month prior.

Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in The SPANNER is: 

1/2 page $150.00  
1/4 page $100.00  

Business card size $75.00 

Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club 
of Las Vegas receive a member’s discount .

Welcome to this end of the year Novem-
ber/December issue. With the end of 

the year almost here, I have been doing a lot 
of thinking. To say 2020 has been challenging 
is an understatement. Not all has been doom 
and gloom, though. Video conferencing has 
become something more than just a work 
thing and I have been able to talk to and see 
my Mom and brothers and sister every week. 
That is a true upside to the pandemic for me. 
(Yes, I am a silver lining kind of person.)

I have also had some extra time on my hands, 
what with not being able to really go any-
where and I love looking at data so I thought 
I would put that extra time to good use and 
take a look at all the SPANNERs for the past 
five years: 2016 - 2020. (Some of you like to 
work on cars, I like to look at data - do not 
judge!) 

Since I volunteered to help Pat with the SPAN-
NER I hadn’t taken the time to really examine 
the issues from the past five years, so I did.  
All 57 issues! 

I was curious to see the evolution of this won-
derful club. Up until this year the SPANNER 
has been on an upward trajectory. Every year 
has seen an increase in the number of articles 
and photos, while still maintaining the quali-
ty that club members have come to expect. If 
you take a look at pages 6-7 you can see what 
I am talking about.

As far as events go, we saw an increase in those 
as well. There were 20 events documented in 
2016 and we jacked that number up to 33 and 
30 respectively in 2018 and 2019. There have 
been 118 events held in these past five years. 
Some of the events are repeats - club favor-
ites, like the St. Patrick’s Day Rally and Tune & 
Techs. Some were one-time event such as the 
Farewell to the Rowes Cruise. 

I have to say when we joined the club in 2018 
it was one of the most active organizations I 

Well folks, it is the end of 2020, and its time for me to hand 
over the responsibility of driving the BACLV over to Mi-

chael Johnson. It has been a wonderful trip, but after 2 years 
of serving as President of the BACLV, I’m more than a bit fraz-

zled, ready to take a break, and let somebody else do the driving for a while. Like all 
road trips, it was full of fun, adventure, and over the past 9 months, plenty of worry 
and hardship. As British car enthusiasts, we are accustomed to adversity and welcome 
it with humor and resolve. There is much truth to the idea that “the more trouble 
plagued the journey, the better the memories”. 2020 has kind of served that up for us.

As a kid growing up in the 70’s and 80’s, my dad worked for a large energy company 
(EBASCO, which later became Raytheon). Unlike working for a large company today, 
those sorts of jobs came with great benefits including pensions and actual vacation 
time you could use. Additionally, you weren’t constantly tethered to your job with your 
cell phone and email. 

Being the 1970’s, swinging conversion vans were all the rage. In 1976, my dad bought 
a new Ford Econoline Van. It was the contractor stripper special. Rubber floor mats up 
front, no headliner, no carpet, no radio, no seats other than the driver and passenger 
seat and the big inline 6 cylinder with a 3 speed manual transmission shifted on the 
column. A “real man’s truck”.

We lived in Sioux City Iowa at the time, and the first winter we had it, we didn’t have 
a garage. My dad carefully lined it with cardboard for insulation, adhered with the 
miracle of Duct Tape. The heater was barely adequate in an Iowa winter for the front 
passengers, the back was literally an ice-box. I remember ice forming regularly on the 
rear door windows. My brother, sister and I had bean bag “chairs” in the back to sit on. 

This was my mom’s car. She was a stay at home mom, and the van was the “2nd car”. 
Hardly the modern “soccer mom” minivan, it was large and agricultural. Those of you 
that don’t know my mom, she might be 5 foot tall in padded shoes. My dad continued 
to commute to work in their 1973 VW Beetle for the next two years until it was traded 
on a 1978 Plymouth Horizon. 

Notable in the 1st year we had the van was the lack of seatbelts, and I vividly recall be-
ing launched from the back of the van into the center console (a distance of about ten 
feet) and getting a nasty split lip in a minor fender bender. I wasn’t seated in my bean 
bag chair, I was pretending to be Gene Simmons of KISS and dancing around with a 
plastic garbage bag on my head to the amusement of my brother and sister, who were 
“safely” seated in their bean bag chairs. There were no other injuries than my face and 
the other car’s bumper.

The following spring, my dad installed carpet, (floors, walls and ceiling!), side windows, 
a bitchin’ stereo, a CB radio and some home made cabinets/seating. Seat belts were 
not installed. Shortly thereafter we began taking epic road / camping trips. There were 
literally hundreds of these between 1977 and the time we sold the van in 1989. About 

have ever had the privilege to be a part of. 

Now we come to this year and what I like to 
call the COVID effect. This year started with 
a well-attended planning session and tons 
of ideas for activities - and we all know what 
happened! Event after event was canceled. 
Meetings were not held. Fewer events meant 
fewer articles and fewer photos - the COVID 
effect. 

But, this has not been the end of BACLV! 
Members emailed and called each other to 
check to see how everyone was doing. Posts 
were added to the Club Facebook page with 
updates on projects and funny memes. Board 
meetings were held via video conferencing 
with brainstorming sessions on what kind of 
events could be held under the conditions 
that were outlined by health organizations.  

Jonas spearheaded the effort to keep the club 
going when it was needed most. While this 
year has seen a downturn in the number of 
events, the response and attendance at the 

Al & Lorene  
Lindahl

Harlan & Mildred 
Polk

Dottie & Ron  
Couturier

Linda & Mike 
Hanley

 

Alfred Dowden
Chuck & Melody 

Young

Amy & Bryan  
Lawe

December Birthdays January Birthdays

December Anniversaries January Anniversaries

Linda Covey
William Mahler
Catherine Payne
Margaret Klenk

Anthony Romano
Lorena Keltie
Mary Krevosh

Joe Coster

Julie Dow
Jonas Payne

Alfred Dowden

Robert Baggs
Daniel Smith
Mike Hanley

Milton Rosberg
Bruce Mauser
Jon Asdourian

Xander Wildeisen
Bill Sinclair

Bill Goodman

President’s Message continued on page 14

events that have been held has been amaz-
ing. That is also the COVID effect! The desire 
of the members to see each other (safely), get 
out for drives in their LBCs (or whatever ve-
hicle they might choose) and the enthusiasm 
that has been shown to keep getting together 
in spite of challenges. 

Pat and I would like to thank Jonas for the 
amazing job he has done for this Club. He has 
shown dedication and diplomacy, humor and 
generosity. Looking at past SPANNER issues, 
his name and face has shown up over and 
over so we know he will still take an active 
part in this organization. 

We would also like to welcome Michael John-
son back to the Board as President. From his 
past track record, he will continue to help 
grow this Club and guide it through whatever 
is thrown at us. 

We wish you a very wonderful holiday season 
and look forward to seeing you all in 2021 - 
whatever challenges are in our future. 

Judy Sandgren

Alan Rosoff

In Memoria continued on page 14
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November 15 was calm and mild, perfect 
weather for the journey to Sandy Valley. 

Sixteen cars and five motorbikes were at the 
parking lot of the M Resort ready for the 
trek. Who knew that so many people would 
want to go to Sandy Valley?

The drive down Las Vegas Blvd to Jean (be-
ware of the Highway Patrol) and then north 
towards Goodsprings, turning off just be-
fore you get to Goodsprings. The road over 
to Sandy Valley is a fun twisty piece of road 
and makes a change from the usual long 
straight roads in the rest of Clark County. 
Some of the road signs on the way down 
the hill list the organizations in the valley. 
The most interesting one being for the San-
dy Valley Yacht Club. I think its sister club 
must the Ayers rock (now Uluru) Shark 
Spotters club in Australia. The other one 
of note was for the Sandy Valley Banjo club 
(they only play one song!). The destination 
was the Sandy Valley Peace park which is 
quite a nice park having being renovated by 

Cruisin’ to Sandy Valley

Story by Simon James. Photos by Ron Sandgren

the County sometime in the last few years.

One thing that has become apparent is that 
most of us need to up our game in the pic-
nic equipment department, the Schneider’s 
have us all beat. They arrive with a smallish 
briefcase looking bag that transforms into a 
picnic table and seating for four. Along with 
the making for mimosas they were set.

After a bite to eat and some distanced social-
izing everyone departed back to civilization. 
The Hiestands took the road less traveled 
and headed back via the gravel of Sandy Val-
ley road which connects to route 160. They 
were on their Ducati Motostrada, so perfect 
to the job.

Thanks to everyone who came out. It was 
good short drive.

Kelly Tourek and Jim Shope checking under the 
hood while Xander Wildeisen observes. 

Bill Covey and Brian Naas checking out Brian’s 
Spitfire.

Judy Sandgren and Kelly Tourek catching up. 

A nice lineup of cars waiting to take off. 
Host, Simon James, giving directions while Dave Kunde, Kelly Tourek, Jane James, Jim Shope 
and the rest of the attendees look on.  

Michael Morine, Denie Hiestand and Brian Naas enjoy one of Jim Shope’s stories.  The group enjoying a picnic on a beautiful day.  

Derek and Lisa Schneider really have this picnic thing down! They 
share a drink with Shelley Heistand, Pat and Dave Kunde. Bill Covey telling his experience with an officer in Jean. 

http://BACLV.net
http://BACLV.net
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The Cars:
I gained my passion for cars in high school, inspired by a shop teacher. I was a die-hard Mopar fan until mid-college 
when I bought my first VW. This basket case 1962 Bug was a must-have $500 purchase due to a poorly executed 
brake job, yep by me, that led to the totaling of my 1969 Dodge Dart GTS. I needed a car fast and had no money. 

The bug was mostly in milk crates, no seats, windows, or paint and the engine was sitting in a friend’s backyard. 
I had to get the car running and driving on a weekend so I could get to work. Thus starting a lifelong love for 
building cars and making them something better. Thirty something cars, two SCCA titles, one PCA trophy, eight 
motorcycles, and three boats later brought me to the 1965 Midget that introduced us to the BACLV.  

During my time in the software industry I got involved in off-road racing with the owner of the company. We start-
ed racing local desert races, Mexico including the Baja 1,000 and eventually our biggest achievement, running the 
Paris to Dakar Rally three times. Technically two times, the third race was canceled the day before it started due 
to Terrorist threats on American teams. This led into a full-time job running a race shop that is still in operation in 
Boulder City, however, no races have been run since I left in 2009. 

A Closer Look at Our New 
President: Michael Johnson

A Timeline:
• Born in Racine, WI in the 60’s 
• Moved to Kentucky for a few years in the late 70s
• Spent the 80s and 90s in Phoenix, AZ where my children were born and I 

Graduated from Arizona state with a BS in business (started in Engineering, 
ugh)
•  Three children: Two boys and one girl - all grown with significant others 

and no grandchildren. I am lucky to have the oldest son working with us at 
our company. 

• The rest of the 90s and early 2000s in San Diego, CA (bought my first Porsche 
911)

• Worked for Marriott for 18 years, started as a busboy, ended as an on-prop-
erty  M&A specialist

• Was VP with a software company for a while (this is where I met Rosie in 
2006 and bought my 5th Porsche!) 

• We will celebrate our 10th wedding anniversary in July. 
• Started our current company in 2010 which is an event production company

Fun stuff:
Hobbies other than cars include

• Off-roading and overland 
camping

• Guitars and slowly learning 
Banjo (very slowly)

• SCUBA
• Fishing
• Hunting
• Hiking.  

The Dart-1969 GTS that I bought for $1,000. This pic was 

taken after a night of drag racing a
t Firebird raceway in Phoenix. The Bug- 1962 that I turned into a fun Cal custom, took about 3 

years to get the state in this photo.

E-Ticket—The Jaguar XKE

Story by Casey Annis

On July 18, 1955, in sunny South-
ern California an icon was born 

when Walt Disney opened the gates 
to his vision of an amusement park 
for all ages—Disneyland. Some 
will remember that in those early 
days of Disneyland, visitors needed 
tickets to experience the various 
rides and attractions. The more 
subdued rides might call for an “A” 
or “B” ticket, but the most thrilling 
rides—the ones everyone wanted to experi-
ence—required the best and most valuable 
ticket—an E-ticket. While Disney created the 
notion of an “E-ticket ride,” by the end of the 
1950s, halfway around the world in England, 
Sir William Lyons and his Jaguar Motor Car 
Company were laying on plans for their own 
“E” thrill ride.

The 1950s were halcyon days for Jaguar. 
With post-war demand for sports cars 
reaching record levels, Jaguar’s iconic 
XK120 two-seater quickly became a must-
have amongst the American and European 
“sporty car” set. Alongside success in the 
showrooms, the ’50s also marked a period 

of near total domination by Jaguar in long dis-
tance racing, including 24 Hours of Le Mans 
victories in 1951, 1953, 1955, 1956 & 1957. 
However, by 1957 the Le Mans victories were 
getting harder to come by. Likewise, the 
XK120/140/150 line of sports cars was begin-
ning to look dated and obsolete compared to 
the onslaught of exotic offerings from compa-
nies like Ferrari, Maserati, Porsche and Mer-
cedes-Benz. Jaguar needed a new flagship 
sports car to carry it into the ’60s.

After the 1956 Le Mans victory, Jaguar re-
moved itself from international compe-
tition as a manufacturer. In its stead, the 
racing department was given the project 

of developing a new road-going sports car 
based on the monocoque-style construc-
tion techniques used in the Le Mans-dom-
inating D-types. This new project was code 
named the E-Type (carrying on from the 
racing C-Type and D-Types, which preceded 
it), with construction of the first prototype 
(E1A) beginning in November 1957. This 
aluminum prototype featured a monoco-
que center-section with a forward tube 
frame section carrying fully independent 
suspension and the 6-cylinder powertrain 
from the XK series. E1A served as a test bed 
for Jaguar engineers who literally drove the 

The post-war success of Jaguar’s XK120 sports car saw the factory at Browns Lane struggling to keep up with 
demand. Photo: Jaguar

Jaguar continued on page 10
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car into the ground at their MIRA test facil-
ities in England.

The next significant development in the 
E-Type line was a purpose-built racecar des-
ignated E2A. This car was similar to E1A and 
the D-Type before it, in terms of its monoco-
que construction, but it was in E2A’s suspen-
sion where the future of the E-Type road car 
would be found. At the front was a fully inde-

pendent arrangement with slender, forged 
wishbones sprung by longitudinally located 
torsion bars and an anti-roll bar connect-
ed to the lower wishbone. At the rear, E2A 
featured a rigidly mounted differential unit 
with inboard disc brakes, with large fabricat-
ed steel wishbones connecting to cast alloy 
hubs. E2A’s power came from a 2,997-cc, in-
line 6-cylinder engine (ala the XK) but with 
an aluminum block that saved some 80-lbs 
of weight off the front end of the car.

Jaguar used E2A and an all steel version of 
E1A for extensive testing right up through 
1960. Though the factory never actual-
ly raced E2A, American racer Briggs Cun-
ningham convinced the factory to let him 
race the car at Le Mans in 1960, when he 
saw the car forlornly sitting in a corner of 
the Jaguar factory. While E2A was one of 
the fastest cars at Le Mans that year, trou-
bles with its Lucas fuel injection eventually 
forced it to retire.

laid against the interior were soon forgotten 
once reviewers began driving the E-Type. 
With light and responsive rack and pinion 
steering, and the ability to accelerate from 
0-60 mph in under 7 seconds with a top 
speed of 150 mph, the new E-Type was noth-
ing short of a revelation. According to one of 
the very first reviews of the E-Type, in The 
Motor, “The sheer elegance of line which 
Jaguar seem able to produce by total disre-
gard for fashion trends is allied to a combi-
nation of performance, handling and refine-
ment that has never been equaled at the 
price, and we would think, very seldom sur-
passed at any price.” Road & Track summed 
up the E-Types future in the U.S. when it 

wrote in September of 1961, “If a new car 
ever created greater excitement around our 
office than the new Jaguar XKE, we can’t re-
member it.” Amazingly, this new sports car 
came at price of just $5,800, by comparison 
the Ferrari 250 GTO which came out a year 
later had a price tag of $23,000. 

Needless to say the Series 1 XKE did brisk 
business with 15,498 examples being sold 
from 1961 to late in 1964. In October of 
1964, Jaguar began offering the XKE with 
an enlarged 4.2-liter engine. Over the next 
two years, 16,195 examples of this larger 
displacement variant were sold.

Starting in 1966, a 9” elongated 2+2 version 

In the 1950s, Jaguar’s D-Type racecar all but dominated long distance 
racing such as the 24 Hours of Le Mans. When the racing department 
was redirected to design a new road-going sports car in 1958, the D-Type 
served as the technological foundation for the new E-Type. Photo: Jaguar.

The unpainted E2A prototype, seen in the pits at the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
trials in April of 1960. Entered by American sportsman Briggs Cunningham 
the car was driven by him and Walt Hansgen.

Debut of the XKE at the 1961 Geneva Motor 
Show. Credit Jaguar

PRODUCTION BEGINS
The Jaguar E-Type, as a production car, 
made its world debut at the Geneva Motor 
Show, in March of 1961. Initially released 
only for export, the first E-Types (known as 
Series 1) were offered in either fixed head 
coupe (FHC) or open two-seater format. 
With a sexy, curvaceous body penned by 
designer Malcolm Sayer and constructed 
from 20-gauge steel, the striking package 
reputedly inspired Enzo Ferrari to proclaim 
it, “The most beautiful car ever made.”

Jaguar continued from page 9

In its finished production form, the Series 
1 E-Type featured a 3.8-liter, 6-cylinder en-
gine sourced from the XK 150S, breathing 
through triple SU HD8 2” carburetors. Sus-
pension was as developed on the E2 pro-
totypes with independent coil spring rear 
suspension, torsion bar front suspension 
and disc brakes on a all four corners (a stan-

dard feature pioneered by Jaguar in 1958 
on the XK150). While the interiors of the 
early Series 1 cars were beautifully trimmed 
out with leather bucket seats and trim, the 
interior did come in for early criticism for 
a relatively uncomfortable driving position 
and lack of seat adjustability for tall drivers.

However, whatever criticisms may have been 

of the XKE was offered, with small jump 
seats in the rear and the option of an auto-
matic transmission. Rounding out produc-
tion of the Series 1 cars, from 1967-1968, 
Jaguar was pressured to produce what 
came to be known as a “Series 1 ½” for 
the U.S. market, which visually looked sim-
ilar to the Series 1, but now featured open 
headlights (instead of the Series 1’s covered 
headlights), different dash board switch-
es and twin Zenith-Stromberg carburetors 
to satisfy new American laws on emission 
standards. In total, 6,726 “Series 1 ½” cars 
were sold, bringing the total production run 
of Series 1 cars up to an impressive 38,419 
examples.

Jaguar continued on page 12
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SERIES 2
From 1969-1971, the XKE adopted many 
of the attributes dictated by the American 
market and seen on the “Series 1 ½”. These 
included the removal of glass headlight cov-
ers, a wraparound rear bumper, larger front 
turn indicators, upgraded brakes and a larg-
er mouth opening and supplemental fans 
to assist engine cooling. In the interior, re-
designed seats and a change from toggle to 
rocker-style dash switches were made to im-
prove ergonomics, while air conditioning and 
power steering became new factory options. 
Though regulations in the U.S. began to rob 
the XKE of some of its performance, sales 
were still brisk with as many as 18,809 ex-
amples being sold in just a three-year period.

SERIES 3—END OF THE LINE
In 1971, the E-Type underwent its final 
transformation with the introduction of a 
new 5.3-liter V-12 powerplant. Offered in 
only convertible and 2+2 configurations, 
the now heavier E-Type required the in-
creased horsepower from the new V-12 
engine to offset the losses in performance 
by ever increasing governmental regula-
tions and the increasing weight that these 
requirements brought with them. Despite 
no longer being a design on the forefront, 
15,287 examples of the Series 3 XKE sold 
from 1971 until the model was finally dis-
continued in 1975.

CAT FOR THE TRACK
While the XKE was never intended to be 
a racecar, with its racing pedigree and re-
markable performance it didn’t but a few 
weeks for racers the world over to see the 
model’s potential in GT racing. While the 
E-Type was released in March of 1961, it 
made its first foray onto the racetrack just a 
few weeks later in April at England’s Oulton 
Park. Entered in the 25-lap GT Trophy race 
was Formula One star Graham Hill behind 
the wheel of the privately-entered Equipe 
Endeavour XKE, while Le Mans winner Roy 
Salvadori wheeled an XKE entered by John 
Coombs. Despite a field filled with Aston 
Martin DB4GTs and Ferrari 250 GTs, Graham 
Hill won the race with Salvadori finishing in 
third—thus handing the XKE its first victory 
on just its maiden outing

The car that Salvadori raced (known then 
as BUY 1, from its license plate) would con-
tinue to be raced and developed in Europe, 
including in 1962, a rebodying of the car in 
lighter gauge steel and aluminum, essential-
ly making it one of the first “Lightweight” 
racing E-Types, of which 12 examples wee 
built. Re-licensed as “4 WPD” this historic 
car went on to do battle with Ferrari’s new 
250 GTO and Aston Martin’s lightweight 
Zagato-bodies DB4GT, all across the great 
tracks of Europe.

This car still exists today where it can be 
seen racing at such prestigious events as 
the Goodwood Revival’s RAC TT race for GT 
cars. While the E-Type struggled for over-
all victory in Europe, against Ferrari’s GTO 
onslaught, in places like Australia, Bob Jane 
was able to wheel the XKE to the 1963 Aus-
tralian GT championship.

In the U.S., American sportsman Briggs 
Cunningham purchased another one of 
these lightweight E-Types, which he en-

tered in the February 11, 1962, running of 
the Daytona Continental for Walt Hansgen 
who won the GT 4000 category and fin-
ished 17th overall. Later that year at the 
12 Hours of Sebring, Cunningahm co-drove 
the car with John Fitch, resulting in the duo 
winning the GT category and finishing 14th 
overall. The next year Augie Pabst, driving 
Cunningham’s E-Type would repeat the 
previous year’s Daytona win, while another 
lightweight E-Type, entered by West Coast 
dealer Kjelle Qvale for Frank Morrill and 
Ed Leslie would again claim the GT honors 
at Sebring (and 7th overall) finishing just 
ahead of the Cunningham-entered XKE 
being driven by Bruce McLaren and Walt 
Hansgen.

After the Cunningham effort, racing success-
es for the E-Type in America became fewer 
and farther between. However, by 1975, 
British Leyland (which had taken Jaguar un-
der its corporate umbrella) had hired Bob 
Tullius and his Group44 race team to field 
a Series 3 V-12 racecar in the SCCA’s B-Pro-
duction championship. Competition for this 
well-prepared team came from a number of 
sources including a gaggle of race Corvettes 
and a competing XKE prepared by Northern 
California racer Joe Huffaker for driver Lee 
Muller.

While the racing was tight, Tullius and the 
Group44 team were able to snatch the 
championship win from a field of 14 Cor-
vettes and a Porsche Carrera at the SCCA 
Run-Offs. While this might appear on the 
surface to have been the final chapter in 
the XKE’s American racing story, surprising-
ly, in 1980—nearly 20 years after it was in-
troduced—The Gran-Turismo Jaguar team, 
from Cleveland, Ohio, fielded a 4.2-liter 
E-Type convertible for driver Freddie Bak-
er who won that year’s SCCA C-Production 
championship at Road Atlanta.

Since then, E-Types have continued to see 
racing success in prestigious historic race 
meetings around the world.

With racing successes, critical acclaim and 
nearly 75,000 examples sold between 1961 
and 1975, it is difficult to argue with the sig-
nificant impact that the Jaguar E-Type had 
on the automotive world. Even today, 50 
years after the car was first penned, there 
is something surprisingly timeless about the 
silhouette of an XKE. Perhaps more than any 
other car, Sir William Lyons’s creations was 
an E-ticket ride that even Walt Disney would 
have been envious of.

V-12 powered Series 3.

Salvadori wins the 1961 Norbury Trophy at Crystal Palace in the Mk1 E-Type “Buy 1”. Photo: Ferret 
Fotographic

“4 WPD” is still actively raced at major events such as the Goodwood Revival.

The Morrill/Leslie Lightweight E-Type that won the 1962 Sebring 12 Hours GT class.

Bob Tullius and the Group44 team enjoy a lap of honor after winning the 1975 B-Production Champi-
onship. Credit Jaguar.

Jaguar continued from page 11
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Advertise your British vehicle related items here. For BACLV members a 3 
month listing is free of charge. Please supply title of advertisement, items, con-
ditions, photographs if appropriate and contact information. Allow a minimum 
of one week prior to publication for submission of advertisements (The SPAN-
NER attempts to go to the printers on or around the 15th of every month).

BACLV CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

A fully-documented Mark 1 classic car with 
hardtop, soft top and tonneau, a beautiful and 
extremely reliable daily driver with Heritage 
Certificate and invoices, $55, 000 obo. 

775-910-1883, NV 
alsemus1@gmail.com;  

www.hmn.com/2405016 

1960 Austin-Healey 3000 Mk 1 

• UK spec (right-hand drive)
• Signal Red
• Minilite wheels
• Original interior
• Low miles (38,898)
• Original hard top included 

(needs restoration)

Several extra parts/pieces in-
cluded  (points, plugs, replace-

ment light bulbs, etc.)

The engine is not original and is 
from a Spitfire 1500

1970 Triumph Spitfire Mk III

CREDITS 

We would like to thank Vintage Road & RTacecar Magazine for permission to re-publish this article. Please take the time to visit their site 
and enjoy some very interesting reading. 

Written by Mr. Casey Annis, Vintage Road & Racecar Magazine,  November 24, 2020
www.vintageracecar.com

The Gran-Turismo Jaguar team, from Cleveland, Ohio, fielded a 4.2-liter E-Type convertible 
for driver Freddie Baker who won that year’s SCCA C-Production championship at Road 
Atlanta.

Jaguar chairman Sir William Lyons poses with arguably one 
of his most inspired creations, the E-Type.

Jaguar continued from page 13

170 thousand miles worth of them. These 
were done on the “cheap”. We never ate out 
and never stayed in a hotel. The van was re-
modeled with actual seats in the early 80’s, 
although it never did get seat belts. 

Each road trip began with epic planning. Be-
fore the internet, you made your reservations 
at state and national parks / campgrounds by 
mail. You’d send in your reservations and a 
check, and weeks later they would confirm 
your reservation. This was a mess, and I can 
recall being turned away from many camp-
grounds and frantically searching for a new 
one at the last minute. Inevitably in the dark 
as my dad liked to put in full days behind the 
wheel. This typically resulted in grumpy, hun-
gry people setting up tents in the dark and 
yelling at each other. Ah the memories!

Must have been great for my parents. I can 
imagine how they enjoyed it! My broth-
er and I wrestling and fighting in the back, 
my sister glaring and sulking at everybody. 
Kids wanting to stop at every “Snake Farm” 
or roadside amusement but instead being 
dragged into another museum or boring his-
torical set aside. My brother was famous for 
getting car sick and puking on everything, 
usually my sister. My mom would make vast 
quantities of “party meat” a foul pink con-
coction of ground up bologna, Miracle Whip 

(Mayonnaise was for poor people) and sweet 
pickles. Enough of it to make sandwiches out 
of it for days on end. No wonder my brother 
barfed all the time. One time somewhere in 
West Texas, while my brother and I were hav-
ing an epic Karate battle, my dad slammed 
on the brakes, skidded to a halt, ordered my 
brother and I out of the van and drove off 
without us. He returned about 20 minutes 
later, my mom had obviously been crying 
and no words were spoken for several hours. 
It was obvious that he didn’t want to come 
back and get us. That was one of the last 
driving vacations I recall with the van. I know 
how they both felt, 2020 has been like that.

Because I’m a glutton for punishment or am 
just plain dumb, I still enjoyed road trips and 
subjected my family to many of them since 
moving back to NV in 2006. I used up what 
was left of a Bounder RV between 2006 and 
2011 and then had a camper from 2014 to 
2017. The misery of my kids finally broke me 
of wanting to go on road trips and I gave up 
and sold the camper. I was happy to see it go 
to the unsuspecting family and wished them 
the best of luck. Who knows, there may be 
another RV in my future.

As my tenure as the President of the BACLV 
comes to an end and I ride off into the sun-
set, a bit frazzled, worn out and grumpy, I’m 

certain that, as long as anybody else wants 
me to drive, there will come a time in the fu-
ture when I’ll be ready for another road trip. 
In fact, I’m looking forward to it. lonnybaker@yahoo.com • 702-496-5102

President’s Message continued from page 2

Alan was a bit of a Las Vegas icon; he 
and Susie owned and operated the 
“Glass Bottom Pool” hotel (the Mirage) 
on Las Vegas Blvd. for many years. He 
was eye witness and part of the magic 
that made Las Vegas what it is today, 
as they say, “he was there when it hap-
pened”. With Susie, he designed and 
built his dream home, complete with 
indoor swimming pool and features 
straight from the Starship Enterprise. 
Alan was a dreamer with a real sense 
of whimsy as well as an accomplished 
structural engineer. 

The BACLV has a way of bringing peo-
ple together from all walks of life who 
would otherwise never meet one an-
other or become friends. We are hap-
py and lucky to have met and become 
friends with Alan Rosoff, and our lives 
are the richer for it. 

May the road go ever on. 

In Memoria continued from page 3
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2020 Upcoming Events
Watch the website for more information on all events

 December 19 - Santa Hat and Ugly Sweater 
Drive to Red Rock

Hosts: Denie and Shelley Hiestand
There will be two meeting locations for this event.  

• 10:00 AM  Car Show (9520 S Eastern Ave, Las Vegas, NV 
89123) The group will then head to the second meet up spot. 

• 10:30 AM  Cars and Coffee at the Shelby Museum (6405 
Ensworth St, Las Vegas, NV 89119)

• 11:00 AM  Wheels up

There will be a stop inside the Park for lunch and photos so bring a picnic lunch. 

Due to the pandemic, you must make a reservations 
for time slots at Red Rock.  

Make your reservation 12 noon early as they fill up fast!

Click here to make a reservation. ($2 charge for the reservation) 
Cost is $2 with National Park Pass and $12 without.  

There will be a prize for the best hat/sweater/outfit.

YOUR DUES  
ARE DUE

THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS ON!
Dues are $50 per year for each family, 
honorary members excluded. The club 

returns these dues through activities we 
enjoy together. 

Thank you for your active and continuing 
participation

PayPal via BACLV.net web site

Check can be mailed to:
BACLV

P. O. Box 90973
Henderson, NV 89009

Make checks out to  
“British Auto Club of Las Vegas”  
the bank will not accept “BACLV”
Cash or check hand delivered  

to Dave Kunde

https://www.recreation.gov/timed-entry/10075177?fbclid=IwAR3477qu7JdZ_OEy7hkFmmoq_Mjcy71Q-tkJ2reVa4IlF0mnR_aih_KyMFA

