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MISSION STATEMENT
The British Auto Club of Las Vegas con-
sists of British Car owners and enthusi-
asts dedicated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The Club 
promotes Information and networking 
and revels in the social elements of 
British car ownership. You don’t need 
to own an LBC (little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire them. 

Club members, prospective members 
and British car enthusiasts are encour-
aged to attend our meetings and events. 
We discuss events and activities, swap 
Lucas stories, exchange advice on repair 
problems and enjoy socializing with one 
another. 

Membership Meetings are held at 
9:AM on the last Sunday of each 
month at 

The Wildhorse Golf Club  
2100 Warm Springs Rd.  

Henderson Nevada 

Any change in location will be noted in 
the SPANNER and our website. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020

President: Jonas Payne  
president@baclv.net  

VP & Events: Charles Williams  
vicepresident@baclv.net 
Secretary: Lisa Schneider 

secretary@baclv.net  
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officer@baclv.net 
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Patrick Klenk  
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spanner@baclv.net
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roncouturier78@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Dan Stillwell  
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Mailing Address  
BACLV  

P. O. Box 90973  
Henderson, NV 89009

President’s Message
By Jonas Payne

Consider submitting an article to the 
SPANNER. Submissions are preferred in a 
non-formatted Word document, 500 to 
1,000 words. Photos are also welcome and 
should be sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption descrip-
tions. The deadlines are typically the 15th 
of the month prior.

Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in The SPANNER is: 

1/2 page $150.00  
1/4 page $100.00  

Business card size $75.00 

Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club 
of Las Vegas receive a member’s discount .

I have been buried in an unexpected and frankly, unwanted car proj-
ect for just over 3 months now. What was once a 1969 Jaguar E 

Type that was perfectly lovely to look at is now a mutilated carcass 
with its parts spread over my shop and literally, half the continent. 

Good Gawd! What have I done?!!

What is wrong with me? I’m like a serial killer who can’t stop. I need to turn myself in before 
it happens again. I’m staring at this gaping hole where the front of the car and its motor used 
to be. I have cut off its head! Worse yet, I’ve removed its organs. As if that isn’t sick enough, 
I have sent some of them away while I 
clean and polish other ones like some 
sort of bizarre fetish trophies.

I step back. There is oil and grease ev-
erywhere, I’m covered in it, like some 
kind of flesh eating mindless zombie 
that feeds on cars. My pulse is speed-
ing up, I’m sweating. I’m worried that 
I’ll get caught. What will Kate say? 
Thinking on it, I probably sent the parts 
to the machine shop and the plating 
shop in some absurd attempt to hide the evidence of my crime. Despite the fact that they 
aren’t in the shop and are no longer part of a coherent whole however, I can still hear the 
engine idling softly in my mind. No matter what else I take apart, or send off to a specialist 
I can still hear it. Do you hear it? Kate must hear it! I have to hide! So into the garage I go, 
day after day to continue my grisly work.

I promised I wouldn’t do it again, but it called me! It begged me to do it! Did it? Or is it just 
in my mind. Now I’m sawing away at rust, further dismembering the poor thing, and while 
it is disappearing, it won’t go away. I hear the engine revving now. It won’t stop. Out come 
the hammers and dolly’s, I’m smashing it. Now the interior is out. I’m stripping paint and 
further flaying the poor dead thing. Why can’t I stop. 

The engine is racing now, Kate must hear it. My friends and neighbors have to be able to 
hear it, why don’t they say anything? I have to play it straight, surely they have noticed 
that I’m acting odd? No, no. Be cool, nobody will notice. Surely they see my grease stained 
hands, the cuts and burns inflicted while a tore the thing apart with my bare hands. I’m in 
too deep. What would people say if they knew what I have done and continue to do. Would 
they ever be able to look at me the same way again? Surely I have gone stark raving mad. 
MAD I SAY!

Can you hear it? The engine is roaring now, tires are squealing! You hear it right? The sound 
is deafening in my head. It isn’t just me, right?  Out I go to the garage, bag up more bits to 
squirrel away for a later day. I have the torch out now.  If I can’t remove it, bash it, sever it or 

President’s Message continued on page 3
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Really Before...
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

Last night Margaret and I sat with my co-ed-
itor and her husband for a glass of wine 

and some lively discussion (she also patiently 
reminded me again about writing this editori-
al). Naturally, a portion of the discussion was 
about returning to life as we knew it – before. 
This made me think about what it 
was “really before”. What was life 
in F1 like before Mercedes and the 
F-word dominated the Formula 
1 circuit? As Sir Stirling Moss is to 
Lewis Hamilton, Mercedes is to 
British Formula 1 racing efforts. 
That was sixty (60) years ago 
my friends. May 29, 1960 when 
Stirling Moss drove his Lotus 18 
through the streets of Monte 
Carlo to grab the checkered flag 
at the Monte Carlo Grand Prix. 
Out of the last 60 years of racing 
F1, British constructors have tak-
en 30 of the years – that is one 
half, even Ferrari cannot match 
that record.

Lotus became a dominate force 
in Formula 1, taking the Con-
structors’ Championships in 
1963, 1965, 1968, 1970, 1982, 
1973 and 1978. Other constructors (man-
ufactures or teams) from Britain would 
appear and fade both before and after. For 
a number of years McLaren and Williams 
lead the way, then great innovative teams 
like Tyrrel, Brawn and Matra found their 
day in the spotlight. Recently, Aston Martin 
(making a big push by the way) began rac-
ing again in 2021 after leaving F1 in 1960 
season, joining with Red Bull. The British 
manufactures seemed to fade from view 
in F1 for so many decades, but, like Aston 

Martin, are bringing British back to some 
prominence on the podium.

2019 saw Red Bull achieved the most success, 
gathering 417 points. (Austrian licensed and 
based in the UK), McLaren has seen some 
achievement, gathering 145 points in 2019 

(note Mercedes racked up an unbeatable 
739 points in 2019). The British teams are 
circling in greater numbers and pushing 
ahead. Note that I refer to 2019 points be-
cause that is the last season of “normal” F1 
competition. During that year, you saw Mc-
Laren, Racing Point, Red Bull, McLaren, and 
Williams all finding points (Williams only a 
single (1) point for the season). But for the 
last 22 years the British (McLaren in 1998) 
have not seen the pinnacle of F1 construc-
tors in the ultimate automotive racing venue. 

Gary & Kim Martin
Joe Coster & Marita Dennewitz

Joseph & Sharon Adashek
Lorena & Steven Keltie

Alyson & Steve Kennedy

Phillip & Shelley Menser
George McHarris

Bruce & Merle Mauser
Barbara & Wayne Headrick

Alan & Rita Bowman

October Birthdays

Anniversaries

Rochelle Grill
Pat Kunde

Thomas Hill
David Kunde

Judy Sandgren
Chuck Young

Jim Shope
Tom Newman

Christine Shope
Jerry Hager

Dottie Couturier

disassemble it, I’LL BURN IT! There is nothing 
else to remove, yet it is still there. I has not 
disappeared and there is seeming nothing I 
can do to make it go away.

I’ll put it back together. No one will ever know 
what I have done. Slowly but surely the pol-
ished fetishes will be returned to a whole. 
Life will return. The pounding in my head has 
slowed. Maybe I’ll get away with it. The roar-
ing engine and squealing tires are quiet now. 
I can rest.

Tick….Tick…….Tick……..Does anybody else 
hear the turning signal flasher?

Back in 1960, it was Sir Stirling Moss, the 
“Classic” of all classic British drivers, take the 
checkered flag at Monte Carlo Grand Prix in 
his Lotus. In a similar sense, the pilots for 
those constructors have been some of the 
world’s best. We have all heard of Lewis 

Hamilton, the unstoppable Brit 
that is almost simply assumed 
to be No. 1, but there are many 
other drivers that have found 
success behind British cars (yes, I 
know that Hamilton is not driving 
for a British constructor but for 
Mercedes). A host of the best of 
the best Jackie Stewart, Jim Clark, 
Emerson Fittipaldi, Mario An-
dretti, Ronnie Peterson, Nelson 
Piquet, Jakie Ickx, Kini Faikkonen, 
Nigel Mansell and the remount. 
Arguably the best of the best Ayr-
ton Senna have all seen the Union 
Jack applied to their names on 
the highest podium.

So for those Anglophiles out there, 
when you are sitting around be-
moaning the state of the world 
of F1 (which I am sure you do 
nightly) take heart, this may be 

the Germans and Italians day, but just by the 
numbers, the Brits will be back. Aston Martin 
in exiting a partnership with Red Bull for 2021 
is hoping for success with a hybrid powertrain 
and a new partnership with Racing Point. Mc-
Laren will be in the hunt each year improving 
their standing and with a history of 7 world 
championship, Williams is praying to regain 
their glory of 9 Constructor’s Champions. Lo-
tus, well Lotus is Lotus, here today, may not 
be back tomorrow, never sure.

–Pat Klenk

Top left: Sir Stirling Moss at the wheel of the Lotus 18. Top right: McLaren’s 
entry at speed. Bottom left: Really before F1.  Bottom Right: Jim Clark. All 
photos courtesy Wikicommons.

President’s Message continued from page 1 
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Welcome Back!!
BACLV AUGUST GENERAL MEETING

We held our first general meeting in 
a few months this August 30th. The 

crowd was pleasantly larger than expected. 
Welcome back everyone. 

Jonas conducted his usual informative, pleas-
ant bantering, meeting. Friendships were 
renewed. New members introduced. News 
exchanged. Events planned. Volunteers vol-
unteered. Social distance maintained. Masks 
used. Breakfast was served by the Wildhorse 
Golf Club staff. The chef was again justly 
proud of his pastries.

So, what actually happened?

The club demonstrated its resilience to ad-
versity due to the commitment of its mem-
bers. The club showed new members that 
we are a car club with all the activities and 
mechanical support that entails. But we are 
so much more. We are a social club where 
members create lasting friendships, where 
stories and beliefs are shared in an atmo-
sphere of benevolent tolerance. Most of us 
count fellow club members among our very 
best friends. We are a social services club. 
We support and participate in community 
events and share our love of British cars and 

all things mechanical with the broader com-
munity including those less fortunate than 
us. We add to respect for cross-cultural his-
tory and the perspective that engenders. We 
are good folks.

Yeh, but what actually happened?

Okay, we got together about 45 minutes be-
fore the official meeting start so we could 
socialize first. Showing up early to engage in 
friendships is a BACLV tradition. Jonas called 
the meeting to order at 9 a.m. He followed 
the agenda. The key agenda item is the re-
quest for officer volunteers for positions in 
the 2021 year. Dave Kunde volunteered to 
remain Treasurer. Michael Johnson, with 
Rosie’s active support, volunteered to serve 
in any capacity. Gary Martin volunteered 
to remain Officer at Large. Charles Wil-
liams volunteered to remain Vice President. 
Lisa Schneider’s Secretary term continues 
through June 2021, so, too early for re-vol-
unteering. Jonas Payne, our extended term 
President, kept his counsel, likely awaiting 
developments. Maybe Kate Payne knows. As 
for the chairmanships, they remain in place 
as long as mutual pleasure is maintained. 

Story and Photos By Hap and Millie Polk

BREAKFAST IS SERVED

Clara Ogle making her selections while David 
Ogle looks on.

Lisa and Derek Schneider enjoying a hearty meal 
and good fellowship.

http://BACLV.net
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The Chairs are Pat Klenk and Judy Sandgren, 
our Spanner co-editors; Dan Stillwell our 
Webmaster; Ron Couturier, our Tech Editor; 
and Hap Polk our Membership Chairman.

We had the pleasure of meeting several of 
our new members. Joe Coster and Marita 
Dennewitz shared their Triumph TR4 expe-
riences with us and the pleasure of finding 
a vintage British-type suitcase to mount on 
the recently installed luggage rack. Lady Pa-
mela Gideon-Hawke became a new member 
through her long friendship with our found-
ing member, Julie Dow. Lady Pamela drives a 
Jaguar. She expressed interest as to how the 
club contributes to the community. We do so 
with our support and participation in com-

munity events. Xander Wildeisen, with prod-
ding, briefly described his massive re-engi-
neering of his Jaguar XK-120, and his love 
of Hudson automobiles. We hope our other 
new members will join our meetings shortly.

Jonas and Charles described the events on 
calendar and the loss of other groups’ tradi-
tional events due to COVID constraints. Jonas 
and Charles emphasized driving events with 
‘at distance’ interactions consistent with the 
constraints. The club agreed to have a driv-
ing event to the Valley of Fire on Saturday, 
September 19th. Some Hap Polk guy piped 
up with a suggestion. By tradition, Jonas’s re-
sponse was “Well, you should host the event 
then”. So, I’m looking forward to hosting our 

intrepid Valley of Fire drivers.

After the meeting, friendly interaction con-
tinued. Conversations continued inside. Con-
versations moved outside. Many enjoyed ex-
ploring Joe and Marita’s TR4. Dave Ogle gave 
much appreciated advice. Bill and Katrina 
Goodman brought their Jaguar XK8 which 
they wish to sell. A gentleman stopped by to 
admire Joe’s TR4. He is a long-term Sports 
Car Club of America member, sporting a 
Mercedes shirt, but says he mostly drives 
Corvettes for fun. He pronounced appreci-
ation for British iron. Membership informa-
tion was provided and Joe began the joy of 
encouraging a prospective new member.

Alfred (AJ) Dowd makes an appear-
ance at the August meeting. 

Charles Williams will continue as 
Vice President. 

Michael Johnson, ready again to volunteer wherever needed, with Rosie 
Johnson’s full support. 

New members, Joe Coster and Marita Dennewitz with their Triumph 
TR4 complete with a vintage British-type suitcase.

No BACLV would be complete without a look under the hood, especially of a 
car new to the club. 

Bill Goodman and Dave Ogle 
with Bill’s Jaguar XK8

Katrina Goodman, Marita Dennewitz, Clara Ogle, Pat Kunde 
and Rosie Johnson having a nice socially-distanced chat. 

New member, Lady Pamela Gideon-Hawke, talks with 
Cleone Johns before the meeting begins.

http://BACLV.net
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Perhaps a quick refresher is in order as it 
will have been more than a month ago 

that the first part of this narrative was pub-
lished in The Spanner. Two 50 year-old English 
BSA motos found their way to my garage af-
ter an unknown length of time hibernating 
in Lake Isabella. The previous caretaker had 
ridden one of the two bikes up until about 6 
years ago when it was put away in his garage. 
With a known history this bike should have 
been the easiest to get running again and in-
deed I started working in it first. I decided to 
leave the bike in its original condition as it is 
accepted by many that a 50-year-old motor-
cycle in original “as found” condition is more 
desirable to some than a restored bike. This 
rule certainly applies to automobiles as well. 
They say that a car-or bike- can only be orig-
inal once, and that the restoration process 
erases much of the coveted originality and its 
original ‘personality’ will be forever lost. Note: 

I rode V1 last weekend after a two-month 
break (concentrating on getting V2 finished) 
and it reminded me of slipping on a well-worn 
pair of Gucci loafers. The process by which it 
was brought back to life is detailed in the most 
recent Spanner article known as Part 1. So, 
going forward I will refer to original bike as V1. 

The story of V2 is a completely different ket-
tle of fish. Remember we’re talking about 
two identical 1970 BSA single cylinder mo-
tos that are only one hundred VIN numbers 
apart. Both were well used and bore the 
warts of extensive off- road use—lots of oil 
and muck buildup, scratches, and dents—
but 100% complete. Obviously well used, 
but not abused. The odd thing was the 
odometer on V1 read just over 10,000 miles 
where as V2 read just over 2,900 miles. Sim-
ilar in appearance in each case but dramat-
ically difference in recorded mileage. More 
on this later.

I hauled V2 back from my friend’s storage 
warehouse and gave it a good degreasing to 
see what I was dealing with. It was all there 
and no parts had been cannibalized to keep 
other similar bikes on the road. Scrubbed up 
it looked essentially the same as the condition 
of V1. A little rough, but certainly desirable. 
The fuel tank had been poorly repainted, had 
a sizable dent in the side, and was rough but 
usable. No rust nor corrosion as it is fabricat-
ed from aluminum. I called the previous own-
er to see if he could shed some light on the 
odometer mystery and maybe flesh out some 
of the holes in its known history. He told me 
that he had purchased the bike years before 
as part of an estate sale and that the owner/
rider had died years prior to the auction and 
virtually nothing was known about the bike. A 
family member recalled that it was ‘running 
when parked’ but that it hadn’t been started 
for many years. And the Lake Isabella owner 
confessed that he had never even tried to 
start it in the 5 years he had owned it. So, it 
appeared that last time it was registered and 
running on the road was 1975—and hadn’t 
run since.

So, where do you start. With the bike up on 
my lift I drained out all the fluids from the oil 
tank, the engine sump and gearbox, and the 
primary drive side of the engine. Not surpris-
ingly there wasn’t much to drain as it had 
been sitting dormant all those years. All the 
old fluids were replaced with Marvel Mystery 
Oil and allowed to soak for about a month, 
and then drained. It was amazing to see the 
45 years’ worth of muck that drained out into 
my catch pans. I was happy to see that the 
rings had loosened up somewhat and that 
some of the missing compression had been 
restored. 

And then I made a fateful mistake by attend-
ing the yearly motorcycle auction held at the 
Southpoint Casino. There I ran into Tim Rains 
who had done such a wonderful paint job on 
the Triumph Trident tinware I had finished re-
storing two years before. I showed him a pic-
ture of the V2 gas tank and asked him what 
he would charge me to remove the large dent 
in the side and then refinish it to new spec. 
The price he quoted was eyewatering but he 
explained he would need to cut out the en-
tire bottom of the tank, remove the dent, and 
then weld the aluminum bottom back into 
place—all this before the stripping and refin-
ishing process could begin. With visions of a 
beautiful Tim Rains tank dancing around in my 
head I agreed to his price and told him I would 
send the tank to his shop in Oklahoma City. A 
couple days later Pilar asked me how I could 

A Tale of Two Bikes
PART TWO

TWO 1970 BSA 441 VICTOR SPECIALS FIND A GOOD HOME

Story and photos by Bill Wellbaum

Gary and Dan the morning V2 started... and the moment we knew we had a bearing problem.

http://BACLV.net
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Engine installed in restored frame. Tail light assembly in place.
Restored front wheel and 
brake assembly.

justify installing what was essentially a brand-
new gas tank on a 50-year-old motorcycle 
that had been well used in its early days. And 
the answer was I couldn’t justify it—without 
making an effort to improve the appearance 
of the rest of the bike to match the restored 
fuel tank. I kept having visions of the brand 
new BSA Victor I had purchased in 1970—my 
very first moto—and it seemed the right thing 
to do was to restore this veteran bike to new 
condition. And so began the journey down 
the ‘restoration rabbit hole.’ 

There are two inviolable rules of thumb that 
describe the downside of the restoration 
business. Those who have attempted a res-
toration before know them only too well: 1), 
the restoration will take much longer than you 
planned for, and 2), the restoration will cost 
much more than you budgeted for. The res-
toration process is almost rigged against you 
from the start. I’ll give you an example using 
the restoration of just the front wheel. It goes 
something like this: I needed to remove the 
original, 50-year-old tire and tube. On clean-
ing up the rim I found some light rust on the 
surface of the rim and even more on the in-
side. In an effort to keep the bike as original as 
possible I decided to have the rim rechromed 
and the wheels replaced. That meant I need-
ed to order new spokes and nipples. Might 
as well upgrade the spokes to stainless steel 
while I’m at it. They look nicer and are easier 
to keep clean. I took the wheel hub to a media 
blaster for cleanup and subsequent painting. 
Felt some roughness in the wheel bearings so 
went ahead and ordered uprated sealed bear-
ings along with the spokes/nipples. Didn’t 
have the correct pin wrench to remove/re-
place the screw-in bearing keepers so ordered 
it along with new keepers. Took the chromed 
rim, the restored hub, and the spokes to the 
Motorcycle Tire Center to lace up the wheel 
and install the new rim strip, new tube, and 
new Dunlop Gold Seal tire (made in Indone-
sia). At home, I installed the new bearings 
and bearing keepers using my new BSA pin 

Pilar helping with rear axle assembly. Loading V2 onto starter rollers for initial startup.

Restored tank that was the catalyst for the full-
on restoration.

wrench (NOS made in England). Took a close 
look at the brake linings to discover they were 
worn down to the rivets so took the original 
shoes to my brake lining guy who epoxyed 
new high-tech, high friction linings. Took the 
brake assembly apart, gave it a good clean, 
and discovered the 50-year-old springs hold-
ing the shoes in place were stretched, and 
corroded. Ordered new springs, polished the 
media- blasted brake plate with Simichrome, 
painted the brake lever and anchor strap, and 
assembled the brake anchor plate compo-
nents and fitted it to the rebuilt wheel. So, you 
can see where the oft-used expression “Well, 
while we’re at it we may as well (insert: re-
place, renew, restore, rechrome/repaint, up-
grade) came from. Then I began work on the 
rear wheel which underwent the exact same 
process but included replacing the worn drive 
sprockets. At this stage the wheels were done.

In order to begin work on the frame I needed 
to remove the engine. Remember, this en-
gine only showed 2900 miles on the Smiths 
speedo and it didn’t look like anyone had 

ever been inside it. Nuts weren’t rounded off; 
screws weren’t buggered up—it looked like a 
low hours engine. And I remembered the own-
er before last was heard to say something about 
“it was running when parked.” What could pos-
sibly go wrong. So, I decided to freshen just the 
top end with new rings, valves, and guides as 
everything else was assumed to be in great 
shape. The barrel was lightly honed and the top 
end was reassembled. The only problem the 
engine seemed to suffer from was lack of use. 
And while the engine was apart, I ordered new 
clutch plates and a few related bits and rebuilt 
the clutch mechanism. Engine was cleaned up, 
cases professionally polished, a new Amal car-
buretor was ordered and installed, and the en-
gine was set aside for later.

I removed everything remaining on the frame 
and rather than strip and paint it myself I de-
cided to have it professionally media blasted 
and powder coated. They did beautiful work 
and gave me a beautiful base for the rebuild. 
Rebuilding the forks with new seals and 

Two Bikes continued on page 10

http://BACLV.net
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cle folks who joined us.

Ron and Judy Sandgren, Denie & Shelley Hi-
estand, Simon James, Jeri and Charles Wil-
liams, Brian Naas and Jonas Payne added to 
the party.

Grant Weisman made his first participation 
as a new member. He and Brian soon were 
in deep conversation. Hope to see you again 
soon, Grant.

We stopped at Rogers Spring, some 6 miles 
south of the east entrance into the Valley 
of Fire. Most had never been there before. 
We were greeted by a couple of the herd of 
big horn sheep that get daily drinks at the 
spring. They spend most of their time over 
the west ridge and come down mostly in the 
hot afternoon for a cooling drink.

We proceeded to the Valley of Fire. Most 
folks went to the visitors center. Some, in-
cluding yours truly went on and out the west 
entrance.

A pleasant drive and wonderful company. 
Thank you attendees.

Annual Valley of Fire Run
CARS, WONDERFUL COMPANY AND BIG HORN SHEEP

Our annual Valley of Fire run was held 
on September 19th. It was a ‘Welcome 

Back!’ day. A strong attendance with many 
returning to full participation in club activi-
ties after being out of the country, or deal-
ing with medical issues, or being COVID-19 
cautious. Given COVID-19, our activities are 
outdoors only with social distancing and face 
masks precautions in place. We had a great 
time anyway.

Soon, I hope we can get back to having beers 
and laughter concluding our events.

Kelly and Kevin Tourek are back from their 
one-year assignment in Nassau as the mem-
bers of the originating management of the 
new Baha Mar resort complex. Their Aus-
tin-Healey is looking good after a year in 
repose.

Pat and Margaret Klenk arrived resplendent 
in their Jaguar XK8. Millie and I had lunch 
with them after the event. Such a pleasant 
insight filled conversation. It is a joy to have 
so many wonderful BACLV friends.

Nelda and Jim Lefler are back after a COVID 

absence. They have contributed so much to 
the club over the years, and are such friend-
ly people, So good to see them participating 
again.

Dick and Lisa Schneider had their first since 
COVID participation. Their tasteful public dis-
plays of affection remind us all that love is in 
the air.

Jim Shope, reliable as ever, showed up in 
one of the several Austin-Healeys he drives. I 
gave him more Illy coffee capsule cans, which 
are great for garage use. How many do you 
have now Jim, a few dozen? I have more to 
give out.

Kevin and Marian Rooney brought their 
Range Rover. With the Range Rover and 
their Aston-Martin DB-9, Kevin and Marian 
are most worthy of our envy. Care to give 
us rides?

Vaugh Richards and Cleone Johns joined us 
with grace and good will.

Gary Martin brought his two boys. They re-
ally enjoyed investigating the Rogers Spring 
pond. He is friends with the British motorcy-

Kevin and Marian Rooney Gary Martin with his two lively sons. Vaugh Richards and Cleone Johns

Story and Photos By Hap and Millie Polk

http://BACLV.net
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Kelly Tourek chatting with Millie Polk. 

Charles and Jeri Williams, Margaret and Pat Klenk, Kelly Tourek and 
Brian Naas practicing social distancing.  

Simon James arrived in time to join the party! Denie & Shelley Hiestand are all smiles. 

Jim Shope, Derek Schneider and Jim 
Lefler catching up on car talk.

Brian Naas, what’s going on under 
that bonnet?

Some of us had to wait longer than others to 
get into Lake Mead National Recreation Area.

Driving with the top down has it’s drawbacks. Jonas 
Payne slathering on the sun screen.

Ron and Judy Sandgren looking forward to a 
good time and beautiful scenery.

This VW Vanagon got a lot of attention from club members. First stop, Rogers Spring, 6 miles south of the east entrance of Valley of Fire.

http://BACLV.net


10 – SEPTEMBER 2020

BACLV.net

person you are taking a gigantic risk if you buy 
it. I have learned that lesson twice now: once 
with the Triumph Trident and again with the 
V2, the BSA Victor. Guess I’m a slow learner. 
Anyhow, I now have two BSA Victors in my 
garage. One is completely original and runs 
great and the second has been completely 
restored to resemble my first ever bike—and 
runs great as well. Choosing which one I like 
the best is akin to deciding which of your chil-
dren you like best. The restored bike is a beau-
ty with new paint, new chrome and bits and it 
is enjoyable to just sit in the garage and stare 
at it. The original bike, however, is the one I 
prefer to ride as it reflects 50 years of careful 
use and wear and has the personality and feel 
to prove it. Just like slipping on an old pair of 
Gucci loafers. 

PS. An observant reader might ask why a bike 
with only 2900 indicated miles would need 
the speedometer restored. And why would a 
bike with such low mileage appear to be in the 
same rough condition as the other bike show-
ing over 10,000 miles? The answer lies in the 
speedometer drive gearbox that is attached to 
the rear wheel. A system of gears and a flexi-
ble cable drives the speedometer and odom-
eter in much the same way as in our LBCs. It 
so happens that in this case the little driving 
dogs or ears in the gearbox had snapped off, 
probably due to lack of lubrication, thereby 
rendering the speedo inoperative. So, the re-
ality is I will never know the actual mileage of 
the bike as no one knows when the speedo 
drive failed. The original owner is long ago 
dead and buried and he can’t tell us. Anoth-
er lesson learned: You should always be wary 
of a vehicle with unusually low mileage for its 
age. Or as you see in many car advertisements 
“Actual mileage is unknown.” Caveat Emptor.

PPS. Are you curious as to why the principal 
bearing failed (the bearing that supports the 
connecting rod and takes the beating when 
the piston is being pushed downwards due to 
the combustion cycle) in an engine having run 
so few hours? I asked Rob Burg for his opinion 
and he came back with this answer: He said 
it appeared this engine suffered from infre-
quent oil changes. But more importantly it 
had been sitting dormant for close to 45 years 
and moisture had caused 
corrosion in the roller 
bearings and on the one-
piece crankshaft. The 
actual failure may have 
occurred just after start-
up in my garage caused 
by the corrosion shown 
in the photo.

bushes allowed me to mount the front and 
rear wheels in place to create a ‘roller.’ This 
makes everything easier to work on. The front 
fender was in reusable shape but not so the 
rear one. Spilled battery acid had eaten away 
some of the chrome so I ordered a new one. 
They come undrilled so I used the original as a 
pattern for the dozen or so holes that needed 
to be drilled. With some help from my riding 
mates we bolted the refurbished engine back 
into the frame. With the engine in situ it was 
time to rewire the bike with a beautiful new 
loom and a bag of bullet connectors sourced 
from British Wiring. While I was attending to 
electrical things it made sense to do away 
with the 50-year-old charging and power 
management components and I upgraded to 
a new alternator along with a solid-state volt-
age regulator. Just a few tasks remained such 
as recovering the seat, sourcing new handle-
bars, clutch and brake levers and cables, and 
having an inoperative speedometer rebuilt. 
Finally, the bike was ready to start.

On the big day Gary Martin showed up to 
assist in getting the bike started—seemingly 
for the first time in nearly 45 years. Gary had 
helped me labor through putting V1 togeth-
er and had been instrumental in getting V2 
complete and up to this point. The bike fired 
right up. We checked the ignition timing and 
adjusted the mixture and idle on the new 
Amal carburetor. Brakes were checked and 
the clutch was adjusted—and it was time to 
go around the block. The engine ran fine and 
most of the components seemed to be func-
tioning properly. I rode the bike and then Gary 
rode the bike. Next my riding mate Dan rode 
the bike—and then we huddled to compare 
notes. No one was smiling. We all agreed that 

the engine ran fine but was making an odd 
mechanical sound that didn’t seem normal. 
I then started up V1 and we all listened to it 
and compared the sounds it made to the mys-
terious clicking sound coming from V2. I was 
disheartened and kept going over that phrase 
we’ve heard so many times, “but it ran great 
when parked.”

Next day I called my friend John French in Pas-
adena for advice. John had rebuilt my Triumph 
Trident engine and knew how these old En-
glish bikes should sound. It just so happened 
he was going to be in Las Vegas the very next 
day on business and said he would drop by to 
listen. Over a beer or two I suggested we first 
listen to V1 engine sounds, and then compare 
them to V2. It only took a moment for him to 
diagnose the sound as a failed big end bear-
ing. Curious that a bike ridden so few miles 
could have suffered a major bearing failure—
but there was no denying it had.

I took the engine back out of the frame and 
started taking it apart. I became apparent 
that the big end bearing had indeed failed 
as I could move the connecting rod up and 
down replicating the clicking sound we heard 
when running. My parts supplier and mentor 
in New Hampshire recommended the engine 
services of Rob Burg in Bull Head City, Arizo-
na, a well know specialist dealing with these 
one-cylinder BSA engines. I called Rob who 
agreed to rebuild the engine to new engine 
specifications. A deal was cut-and Gary and I 
hauled the engine to his shop.

Two months later Rob called to say the en-
gine was ready for pickup. The new parts that 
went into the rebuild included a .010” over 
NOS piston and rings, new cam shaft and 
followers, valves and guides, and of course 

new bearings and 
bushes through-
out. Some of my 
mates came over 
and we loaded the 
engine back into 
the frame-hope-
fully for the last 
time. Rob drove up 
from Arizona to set 
the ignition timing 
and with 3 kicks it 
started up, and ran 
great. 

What I’ve learned 
twice now is that 
if you can’t hear 
the bike or care 
engine running in Bike is complete and ready to start.

Two Bikes continued from page 7
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Advertise your British vehicle related items here. For BACLV members 
a 3 month listing is free of charge. Please supply title of advertisement, 
items, conditions, photographs if appropriate and contact information. 
Allow a minimum of one week prior to publication for submission of ad-
vertisements (The SPANNER attempts to go to the printers on or around 
the 15th of every month).

BACLV CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

A fully-documented Mark 1 classic car with 
hardtop, soft top and tonneau, a beautiful and 
extremely reliable daily driver with Heritage 
Certificate and invoices, $55, 000 obo. 

775-910-1883, NV 
alsemus1@gmail.com;  

www.hmn.com/2405016 

1960 Austin-Healey 3000 Mk 1 

No Face Masks Required!
Join the British Auto Club of Las Vegas Facebook page!

Send in a request to join now and you will be able  
to see updates on current projects, photos, videos, and lots of humor! 

http://BACLV.net
mailto:alsemus1@gmail.com
http://www.hmn.com/2405016


British Auto Club of Las Vegas  
P. O. Box 90973  
Henderson, NV 89009

12 – AUGUST 2020

2020 Upcoming Events
Watch the website for more information on all events

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR CURRENT INFORMATION ON ALL EVENTS.

 11     Over the Hump Cruise - Al & Pat Seminatore 
9 a.m. Albertsons 
7975 Blue Diamond Road, Las Vegas 89178  
The group will cruise over to Pahrump and meet the Seminatore’s.  
We will then cruise to a local park for a picnic lunch (bring your own).

24   Tecopa Cruise - Brian Naas 
Cruise to Steaks and Beer Restaurant. Further Details to be 
determined. Please RSVP at BACLV.net so Brian can get an 
approximate head count. 

14  Sandy Valley Cruise - TBD

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER


