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What’s going on under the bonnet……. 

Duel in the Desert 
Story & Photos by Al Seminatore 

 

 Valentines day morning was clear, warm and bright an excellent day for the  Vintage 

Auto Races put on by VARA.  We arrived about a half hour early to make sure everything was 

ready for members of BAC.  Initially we were assigned a parking space behind the grand 

stands.  This was later changed to a place in front of the “gas station”. The variety of vintage 

was astounding.  There were MGB, Volvo P1800, Triumphs and a variety of F4 vehicles.  The 

F4 are four cylinder open wheel cars originally used by those drivers who aspired to become 

F1 drivers.  Saturday was reserved for timed trials.   

 The  vehicles entered the track from the paddocks and in front of the grandstands.  

None of these vehicles had mufflers.  This only added to the thrill of watching the action.  

These vehicles,  although vin-

tage, had no problem attain-

ing speeds of 120MPH on 

the straightaway and 40 to 

60MPH on the curves. Dur-

ing the lunch hour BAC 
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             Mission Statement 
 

   The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car   
owners and enthusiasts      
dedicated to promoting the 
hobby of British automotive 
sport. The Club  promotes  
Information and networking 
and revels in the social       
elements of British car        
ownership.   

You don’t need to own an 
LBC (little British Car) to be 

a  member, just love &     
admire them. 

  Club members, prospective 
members and British car           
enthusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.   
 Membership        
Meetings are held at 9:AM on 
the last Sunday of each month 
at  Wildhorse Golf Club, 2100 
Warm Springs Rd.                 
Henderson, 89014.  Any    
change    in    location    will  
be noted on our website:  
www.baclv.org    During our 
meetings, we will discuss 
events and activities, swap 
Lucas stories, exchange    
advice on repair problems and 
enjoy socializing with one    
another. 

BACLV 

       Board of Directors—2015    

  President -    Steve Kennedy 
       triumph971@aol.com 

 
Vice President & Events 

Bill Wellbaum                                                        
       wcwellbaum@cox.net 

 
  Secretary -  Jane James 

kiwican@embarqmail.com 
 

  Treasurer - Al Lindahl 
       allnsx@aol.com  

 
  Officer at Large  & Points                          

Simon James                                       
kiwican@embarqmail.com 

 

       Appointed Positions—2015   

  Newsletter  Sandy Lashua 
     cwlashua@aol.com 

 
  Tech Editor & Liaison 

Ron Couturier                   
       roncouturier78@gmail.com 

             
    Webmaster - Margaret Sharp 

mwsharp2009@yahoo.com 

April 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers Day Brunch 

 

Sunday May 10th   9:30am ~ 11:am   

Cost  $20./per person                                               
(Gratuity Included) 

 

Paiute Gold Resort                                                            
Address: 10325 Nu-Wav Kaiv Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89124                                   

(Take the US-95 North, Take Exit #99 at Snow Mountain turn right and   

follow the road to the Paiute Golf Resort)) 

 

Hosted by Bill and Pilar Wellbaum 

Please RSVP Bill Wellbaum:                                          

wcwellbaum@cox.net  

 

Please Make Checks to  BACLV 

Send to:  Al Lindahl   212S. Royal Ascot, Las Vegas, NV  89144 

 

OR ~ Present your checks at the meeting before May 1st. 

http://www.baclv.org/
mailto:martykatz53@yahoo.com
http://www.lvpaiutegolf.com/snowcourse.html
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Mail correspondence to: 
 

     BACLV 
     P. O. Box 90973 

     Henderson, NV  89009-0973 
 

 NEWSLETTER   INFORMATION 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

 

Share your articles, information and ideas! Submit your 
article to the Spanner Editor by the 6th of the month.  
The Editor reserves the right to edit anything that is    
submitted.  Copyrighted material will not be accepted 
without written approval.   

April 2015 

April Birthdays 

 
4/1 Wood, Mr. Greg  

4/6 Klenk, Mr. Pat  

4/9 Rosoff, Mrs. Susie  

4/9 Seminatore, Mr. Albert  

4/14 Polk, Mrs. Mildred  

4/20 Albrecht, Mr. Harald  

4/21 Paolozzi, Mr. Albert  

4/27 Headrick, Mrs. Barbara  

4/28 

April Anniversaries 

4/13 Steve & Aly Kennedy 

4/17 Andrew & Sandy 

Lashua 

4/24 Steve & Sandy Kilgour 
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April  2015 

The BACLV Uses Aim High   Marketing   

Solutions to print the Spanner. 

 Duel in the Desert      Continued from page 

1 

 

 Although we never got above 50MPH 

we did get to experience what it was like to 

take corners at speed; to hear the tires squeal as 

one ran over the red and white strips on the  corners; and never to be   forgotten the screams of our better 

half as we took the hairpin turns.  What was most interesting was that the Pace Car never touched his 

brakes!    After the drive behind the Pace Car we thanked the VARA folks for a memorable day.  They in 

turn invited us back next year.  In addition they said we were more than welcome to the Fontana race later 

this year.  So mark your calendar for next year and don't miss a memorable event. 
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April 2015 

 

 

 

April 1968 - A Tragic Time for Team Lotus 

 

 Being an avid Lotus fan, every year as the month of April approaches, my 

mind  wanders back to the tragic racing accident Lotus driver, Jim Clark, had at the Hockenheim circuit in Germany 

on Sunday, April 7, 1968. Jim Clark, a well-liked and naturally gifted driver was killed in a Formula 2 race. Clark had 

won 25 of his 72 Formula 1 Grand Prix starts. He was a Scottish sheep farmer when he was away from the race 

tracks. His racing career began in 1956 in his Sunbeam-Talbot in local road rallies and hill climb events in Scotland. 

On Boxing day in 1958, Clark raced against Lotus Company founder Colin Chapman, the man who would later hire 

Clark to drive his Lotus race cars. As time went on, Chapman developed a close relationship with Clark and     

eventually put Clark in the seat of the Lotus 18 Formula 1 car for the Dutch Grand Prix at Zandvoort in 1960.  

Clark’s first Formula 1 win came in 1962 at the Spa Francorchamps circuit in Belgium driving a Lotus 25. In 1963 

Clark won 7 Formula 1 races and claimed his first world championship. He went on to win his second world    

championship in 1965 along with winning the prestigious Indy 500. In Clark’s last race at Hockenheim, a race he 

was not originally slated to drive in but drove primarily due to contractual obligations with Firestone, he crashed in a 

Lotus 48 on the 5
th
 lap of the race. His car veered off the circuit and crashed into trees. The car was a total loss and 

Clark sustained fatal injuries. He was only 32 years old at the time of his death. 

 Colin Chapman was devastated. Chapman later said that he had lost his best friend. The motoring 

world was stunned as were Clark’s family, friends and fans world-wide.    Chapman, not knowing why Clark had 

crashed, had the car brought back to Hethel.  Chapman was extremely distraught. He was haunted by the thought 

that he had in some way contributed to Clark’s death by way of a flaw in the design of the car, causing the fatal 

crash. Chapman asked Peter Jowitt, Senior Engineer of the Experimental Aircraft Department at Farnborough, to 

assist in the investigation of the accident. Chapman was  obsessed with finding the truth. The          

investigation took three weeks with Keith Duckworth doing the engine teardown inspection 

and Chris Parry of Firestone conducting the tire analysis. The results of the investigation 

showed that Clark had more than likely picked up a small piece of debris that cut thru the 

right-rear tire causing it to deflate. As per Colin Chapman’s request, the results of the Investi-

gation were not published at that time. Jim Clark was buried in the village of Chimside in              

Berwickshire. He was an  inaugural inductee into the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame in 2002. 

Happy Motoring…Ron Couturier 

 

 

CORRECTION TO FEBRUARY TECH ARTICLE  

The February Tech article on the E-Type Jaguar should have read “The introduction of the E-Type Jaguar took place at the     

Geneva Auto Show on March 16, 1961 and not 1966.”   Ron Couturier 
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1952 MG TD Roadster 

This beautiful Nevada car has 
36,000 original miles.   

It has been  garaged for 45 years 
and has not been started in 5 years.              
I have ALL the original parts and 
books.   

I drove this car in high school 
(1962) and have kept it ever since. 
It is time to let it go to a serious 
buyer who will care for the car. 

Contact:                                                                          
Jim Ward     702 456-5500   
j jw ards@hotmai l .com                                                                   

$20,000.   cash 

 

April 2015 

 

Springdale Get Away 

May 1st -3rd 

Bill and Pilar Wellbaum Hosts 

 

Come and Join us for a relaxing, quiet get away to Springdale, Utah, Gateway to Zion National 

Park.  Relax at the Canyon Ranch Motel, go souvenir shopping or explore the park.                                  

The weekend is yours!  Dine at many of the local restaurants.                                                                

Group dining on Saturday, as well as breakfast on Sunday. 

 

For reservations contact Canyon Ranch Motel at 866 946-6276                                                                

Also available (next to the Canyon Ranch) is the La Quinta Inn at 435 627-5280  

Please Make your own reservations at either of the places listed above ,                                                     

then contact Bill Wellbaum  ( wcwellbaum@cox.net ) to RSVP. 
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April 2015 

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 I remember when a good parts car was max of five hundred dollars 

and maybe you would actually get paid if you towed one out of someone’s drive 

way. Those days are certainly gone. It seems everyone wants at least four 

grand for a basket case. While this may be good for the values of the cars we 

already have it certainly does make it hard for a young person in need of a fun 

cheap car to get into our hobby. I have seen some deals at auction but only by 

a small percentage. The great finds are still out there by word of mouth of that 

guy around the corner that has to let it go because of sad times or new horizons in another state. This 

rang true this weekend at the Roger’s Collection Auction by Mecum. Drew and I actually registered to 

bid just in case there was a deal to be had. With the vast majority of the collection being American post 

war iron I thought the odd ball European stuff like ours may not have the buyers in the room. I was 

wrong. I was interested in about a dozen cars from a beautiful 1965 TR4 to a poorly repainted 1986 Por-

sche 928. The prices were not out of this world but by the time you paid the additional eighteen percent 

buyer’s         premium and sales tax there wasn’t any meat left on the bone. Mecum did their job to get 

the right     bidders in the room and they had some younger buyers too. Interest in British cars is strong 

and        consistent unlike some recent bubbles like Mopar muscle cars. We had a great day together 

dreaming of cars we might have one day. I wish him a large garage and an understanding wife. I must 

be itching for something to fill a void with Drew getting older and Jordan moving on to the next stage of 

his life. Aly has her running. We sure are going to miss them when college takes them out of the house.   

 Steve K         . 
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NEWSLETTER / WEBSITE     

 ADVERTISING RATES 

 
     The BACLV has a website online at  
www.baclv.org.  This site typically attracts over a 
1000 visitors weekly.   Please    submit a photo 
along with your text for each classified ad.  All 
ads, classified and display, will be placed both on 
the website and in the newsletter.      Display ads 
on the website can be linked to the  advertiser’s 
website.  Our low rates are posted on the        
classified/advertisers pages of our  website. 
 

April 2015 

 

1960 SILVER CLOUD II 

 This beautiful car belonging to Donald and Mary Krevosh is 

now available for relocation to a good home! Purchased in the ‘80s 

and fully restored, it has all the maintenance records and owners 

manuals to go with it.  It purrs like a kitten, has been garaged and 

well cared for.  Comes with the car cover and the famous jar of     

Grey Poupon!   

 It can be yours for $65K.   

Contact Mary Krevosh (702) 932-0209 

http://www.baclv.org/


 9 

April  2015 

 Recap of the Club Minutes    by  Secretary Jane James 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 19, 2015  

Attendees: Steve Kennedy, Jane & Simon James, Bill Wellbaum,  Al & Lorene Lin-

dahl, Sandy & Andrew Lashua, Bill Sinclair    

Treasury Report – Al Lindahl   January balance $8076.38   

 

Past events discussion-  

Christmas Party/Awards Banquet Next Year will be held in January, date not set yet 

Board discussed subsidizing the event.  Espresso and Exotics – smaller event than Cars and Coffee, held       

second Sunday in the month.  Will be added to club activities calendar.  Sweetheart Brunch – 17 members in 

attendance.  VARA event in Pahrump – 12 cars made the drive to Pahrump, everyone enjoyed the parade 

laps . 

Status of Upcoming Events- Bill Wellbaum:  Tune and Tech – March 7 at Jonas Payne’s 

St Patrick’s Day Rally – March 14
th

 ,  Valley of Fire Drive, February 8
th
 ,  Highland Games April 18th ,  Springdale 

weekend, May1-3 ,  Mother’s Day Brunch ,  51’s Baseball – June 5th Fireworks after the game  

Secretary’s comments – Jane James  Need to review and revise Bylaws and Standing Rules,  Question:          

re publishing Board Meeting Minutes in Spanner.    

Officer at Large comments- Simon James ~ Need to integrate sign in and waiver better.                                                      

Status of Committees: Website: Ok.  Spanner: Mailings taking longer.  Membership: Question about what to do 

about members who do not pay dues.  Board agreed e-mailings and Spanner to be stopped to unpaid        

members.  Old Business:  Smaller Banner – Table Cloth – Flying and Teardrop Banners.  More investigation 

needed, what will fit in a LBC?  Grill Badges – 22 now, need 40. Send to membership for interest.  T-shirts, 

minimum number ordered to meet for discount.  Club will order additional 3L and 3XL to have available.                       

New Business:  Wildhorse Contract.    New contract signed, $13/person, now includes gratuity  

 

      GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA    

  INTRODUCTIONS - Bill Wellbaum ~ Guests, New Members 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Steve Kennedy :  George McHarris ’ Breakfast.  Update on Bob and Darcy from 

Shirtz, Logoz and Promoz.  Other merchandise .  Hand out The Vintage Triumph.  Banner.  Grill Badges $40 - 

Do some art work and get ideas :  Old Spanners to be scanned –by the Rosoffs .                                                                  

Car Display Boards – Bill Debevc.   We need 5 Hubcaps for the St. Patricks Rally  

VICE-PRESIDENT – Events – Bill Wellbaum 

Past Events 

Espresso and Exotics, VARA and Sweetheart 

Upcoming Events – See Handout and Volunteer to Host  

TREASURY REPORT – Al Lindahl  Monthly Financials  

SECRETARY COMMENTS – Jane James 

OFFICER AT LARGE COMMENTS – Simon James 

WEBSITE  – Margaret Sharp—Making progress. 

SPANNER – Sandy Lashua—Spanner running nicely 

 OPEN FORUM / NEW BUSINESS – All Members 

 ADJOURNMENT – Next meeting March 29th   
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April 2015 

 

Sweetheart Brunch                                                                                             

Guiseppes on Durango, February 15th 

 It was such a beautiful day for an event! Seventeen people attended the Sweetheart Brunch.  

We feasted on Rigatoni Casserole (pasta in a meat sauce with melted mozzarella), Chicken Francaise 

(lightly breaded chicken breast in tomato sauce, melted mozzarella and pasta) and Steak sandwich with 

fries (fork tender steak with grilled onions and mushrooms on ciabatta) with salad and Italian bread. 

 The tables were decorated with glass vases containing pink cellophane, flameless candles 

topped with a bouquet of fresh flowers, a box of chocolates and a Valentines decorated purse size tissue 

holder.  Each couple took home the flower vases, candy and tissue holders as a gift.   

 Two couples were honored for being married the longest ~ Jim and Nelda Lefler at 52 years 

and Jim and Christine Shope together 50 years.  They each received a gift bag containing a bottle of Cham-

pagne, a matching set of body lotion and shower gel from Bath and Body Works, a box of candy, a bottle of 

Tire Cleaner (for the guys) and a gift certificate for lunch at any of the Darden restaurants.   

 After a short quiz (match the old, old, old photo of the guys to their spouses and what happened at 

our wedding) the winner was a tie between Ken Masters and Steve Kennedy.  We had a tie breaker     

question and again ~ a tie!  So this time we asked them to flip a coin.  A one dollar gold coin.  The loser got 

to keep the coin.  Steve Kennedy won the toss.  Steve and Aly won the gift bag containing a bottle of wine, 

a matching set of body lotion and shower gel from Bath and Body Works, a bottle of Tire Cleaner and a box 

of candy.  Everyone had a great time.   

 Jim Lefler told me a bit of BACLV history:  The iconic photo of all the cars lined up, that was used 

on the website for a number of years, was taken at one of the first Sweetheart Brunches in 2001 or 2002.  

There were 15 LBC’s and 30 people!              Cupid Struck Again, ‘cuse love was in the air! 

Winners:  Steve & Aly Kennedy                 Jim & Christine Shope                     Nelda & Jim Lefler 

Lupe King, Pat and Al Seminatore. Christine Shope , Nelda Lefler, Beryl Masters and Andrina Spangler 
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April 2015 

May  2015 Events Schedule 

 

1st ~ 3rd  Weekend in Springdale                   

Wellbaums  Hosts.  See Flyer pg. 4 

10th ~ Mothers Day Brunch Paiute Golf Club  

See flyer pg.  2 

15th ~ Vintage Bike Night, Bar Bistro 

21st ~ Board Meeting TBA 

31st ~ General Membership Meeting                                   
Wildhorse Golf Club                                                       

2100 Warm Springs Henderson 

April 2015 Events Schedule 

 4th ~ Shore Road—Valley of Fire—

Seven Sisters Picnic Run.                            

Bill Welbaum Host  DTF 

16th Board Meeting  TBA 

 17th ~ Vintage Bike Night at                         

Bar Bistro 

18th ~ Highland Games, Floyd Lamb State 

Park  Details to be Announced 

18th—19th ~ British Euro Auto Tour.                 

Phoenix to Flagstaff (AZ) Non-BAC event 

26th ~ General Membership Meeting                           

Wildhorse Golf Club 

2100 Warm Springs Rd, Henderson. 

            Gavin Pepper   

702.205.2583 

gavintherealtor@gmail.com 

REALTOR® NV License # 175765 

BACLV member 

If you’re thinking about buying or  

selling, call me for a free competitive  

market analysis. 

 

Referrals are greatly appreciated. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Events schedules are posted  one to two months in advance.                                              

Events, dates, times or locations are subject to change.   
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 British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

 P. O. Box 90973 

 Henderson,  NV  89009 
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