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Mission Statement 
MISSION STTATEMENT 

 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport.   
The Club  promotes Information 
and networking and revels in 
the   social elements of British 
car  ownership.  You don’t need 
to own an LBC (little British 
Car) to be a member, just love 
& admire them.    
 
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car en-
thusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.  We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are held 
at 9:AM on the last Sunday of 
each month at    
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will  be 
noted in the Spanner and our 
website.   
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President:  James Oswald 

jgreenozzie@yahoo.com 

V.P & Events: Michael Johnson  
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Membership Chairman: 

Bill Wellbaum 

wcwellbaum@cox.net 

Tech Editor: Ron Couturier       

roncouturier78@gmail.com     

Webmaster:  Margaret  Klenk 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 

Mailing Address 

BACLV 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 
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Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER  is:       

 
1/2 page                     $150.00 
1/4 page                     $100.00 
Business card size     $75.00 

 
Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 

Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 

the SPANNER.  Submissions are 

preferred in a non-formatted Word 

format, 500 to 1,000 words.  Pho-

tos are also welcome  and should 

be sent separately in .jpeg format, 

with appropriate cut line/caption 

descriptions.  The deadlines are 

typically the 15th of the month 

prior. 

Cover:  

President’s Message 

By James Oswald 

  

British Car breakdowns are an opportunity for others to help a fellow club 

member to fix their car.  It’s a chance to learn and talk about how these 

machines are put together.  There is a proper order to these anachronistic 

automobiles and it is a good mental exercise to solve a challenge.  Thanks 

to Jonas Payne, Jim Shope, Bill Wellbaum and others, a yellow TR6, a red 

Austin Healy and a Red Spitfire have recovered or are recovering from 

mechanical mishaps.   

We have a good variety of cars in this club, but as current President I dream of having a new or estab-

lished member show up in a TR 250 and/or a 1960 Mark II Jaguar.  Perhaps this fall it will happen.   

In the meantime, we have some great events for August and September.  Please check the back cover 

for a calendar of activities.  Please stay informed.  You may run the risk of having a great time!  

Promoting our club will be a more focused this fall.  If you are an active member, please ask me for 

promotional Trifolds and calling cards to keep in your glove compartment.  Give them out to people you 

meet.  If you would like to go a step further, please attend other outside club events wearing a British 

Auto Club T-shirt.  We can have you as part of a promotional committee.  If you get a new person or a 

new couple to sign up, then you will get a British Auto Club Hat.  I am sure the board and treasurer 

would agree.  

Members, please think about nominating some officers for next year.  A board that will balance social 

activities and driving events.  A board that will see the importance of communication with all members.  

A board that does not take itself too seriously and knows the value of fun! 

Thank you  

 

The straight 8 BeerSter 

from the Great Race.  

Shot sitting at the Big 

Bear Car Show. 

http://www.baclv.net
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August Anniversaries 
3 / Hughes 

4/ Gallagher 

12/ Payne 

14 Newbold 

14/ Biler  

August Birthdays 
7/ Rich Lueras 

7/ Darrell Wood 

9/ Dean Barnes    

10/ Caren Hurley                                                                
13/ Bonnie Schneider                                                              

18/ Clarissa Erwin     

14/ Chuck King                                                             
19/ Bill Biler                                                                          

20/ Dick Levan                                                                     
20 Dave Ogle                                                                       

22/ Dick Rowe                                                                     
22/Derek Schneider                                                             

26/Bill Maden     

29/ Mort Zwick                                                                

 

The Buggy Whip – The latest in performance products 
now comes to you in NEW AND IMPROVED 52 inch 
length!  Just a snap for to get the most horsepower 
possible! 

 

Really, you can still get buggy whips, but I think 
that you get the idea.  A lot of gearhead or 
“classic” car people, they spit on the ground 
every time someone says “electric” or “hybrid”.  
Can you imagine what your great-great-great 
grandfather had to say about those damn jalop-
ies scaring the horses?  Kind of sounds like 
some of us.  No, we will never give up our gaso-
line engine. 

Let’s stop here, I am not advocating that any-
one should give up their true “classic” (not the 
25 year old smoking wreck by the way), so re-
lax and breathe easy. 

On the way to work, I heard a story on the 
news about all of the earth’s systems that are 

connected to each other – including the econo-
my.  As some may know, my day job is that of 
an Architect, for years I have heard of and prac-
ticed sustainable design (Green, Net-Zero, Car-
bon Neutral and all that stuff) because buildings 
are the absolute worst polluters in our society.  
Buildings gobble up energy and more, and then 
leak it out at astounding rates.  Luckily new 
generations of Architects are changing that.  
Buildings are more efficient, energy delivery is 
better, materials used in buildings are reusable 
and the list goes on.  This took a major re-think 
of the architectural paradigm. 

 My grandson just had his first birthday and I 
was contemplating what we are leaving his chil-
dren.  Whether or not you believe in global 
warming, it is getting hotter and hotter out 
there.  Like it or not, gasoline engines contrib-
ute to it.  Depending on who you talk to, or 
what numbers you look at, cars cause 75 per-
cent of carbon dioxide pollution.  This is not 
political; it is the science that is around us.   

So why not make that daily driver something 
better?  A vehicle that will not add to the pollu-
tion that may choke our grandchildren.  I would 
guess that 98 percent of the BACLV member-
ship has their car with air conditioning, fuel 
injection and will start every time.  Then there 
is their LBC that does not.  Chose those daily 
drivers wisely.  

Oh but there is performance some would say.  
Slip into your XXXX classic and feel the surge of 
power and performance.  According to Motor 
Trend’s test the Tesla P90D can go from 0 to 60 
miles per hour in 2.6 second (Ludicrous mode).  
To outperform that you need a marque that 
reads Lamborghini, Ferrari or Porsche.   Be-
sides, there is not a lot of opportunity to use 
that kind of performance on the street. 

Style, well the automotive industry, and others 
new to vehicle design, have come to the conclu-
sion that to be electric is not to be ugly.  I think 
we are all use to some of the design failures of 

the Toyota Prius or the Honda Insight.  Well 
how about something a little better looking?  
MEGA Engineering Vehicles have a little sports 
car for you if you want style – 

The electric or hybrid cars are not the ultimate 
answer to all the environmental wows that we 
are facing all of us today and will impact the 
earth for decades to come.  But it would be 
great if each of us could reduce the pollution a 
bit and literally make the sky a little brighter for 
those children down the line.  If we do no pay 
attention, perhaps that high-performance buggy 
whip will become a sought after accessory for 
their vehicles again.  Let’s think of those that 
come after us and leave them exciting design, 
spectacular performance and a cleaner world to 
live in with consideration of the electric vehicles. 

 

P.S.—Look at photographs of the new prototype 
shown by Audi at the Pebble Beach Concours 
de’Elegance.  The PB-18 e-Tron  with 774 hp 
(500-570kW) from three electric motors with 0-
60 MPH in 2.2 seconds and a crusing range of 
310 miles.  That is quite a new buggy whip. 

 

From the Editor’s Desk   
Kate Payne & Pat Klenk 

1973 MG Midget MKIII: 

Lime Flower Green (1 year only color) 
81,600 miles 
1275 CC twin SU carbs. 
Bought this car in Cleveland and drove it to Vegas. 
Runs and looks great 
16 K OBO 
Contact : Darryl Wood : sw@woodlv.com 702-373-5210 

The MEGA Engineering “Sports Car” concept, see 
http://www.megaev.com/electric-sport-cars/ 

http://www.baclv.net
http://www.megaev.com/electric-sport-cars/
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In the late 1990s we had the Firestone 
Recall involving Ford Explorers in rollo-
ver accidents caused by tire failures. The 
tires involved were 15” ATX, ATX II, and Wil-
derness AT tires. After an extensive investi-
gation by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) concluded the cause 
was due to “high tread-separation rates” 
caused by manufacturing flaws—Firestone 
had to recall 6.5 million tires. By September 
of 2000 NHTSA had reported 192 fatalities 
and over 500 injuries from the accidents. As 
a result of the recall and following investiga-
tion, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed the 
Transportation Enhancement Accountability 
and Documentation Act (TREAD ACT) which 

was signed into law on No-
vember 1st 2000 by President 
Clinton. The legislation man-
dated the implementation of 
Tire Pressure Monitoring Sys-
tem Technology (TPMS) in all 
new light motor vehicles sold 
after September 1, 2007. 
TPMS technology was by no 
means new. In 1986 the Por-
sche 959 had a tire pressure 
monitoring system. The first 
U.S. car to have this technol-
ogy was the General Motors 
(GM) 1991 Corvette, which  
also came with Goodyear run
-flat tires—this feature has 
been standard on Corvettes 
ever since. 

Like so many new features on 
modern automobiles, safety 
was the key factor behind 
some of the evolving auto-
mobile technology we see on cars today. 
Studies have shown that the dynamic behav-
ior of a car’s tires is closely connected to its 
recommended inflation pressure as specified 
by the manufacturer. Tire pressure effects 
braking distance, lateral stability, tread wear, 
ride quality, steering response, fuel mileage 
and life of a tire.  This is why it’s of the ut-
most importance to check tire pressures on 
your vehicle at least once a month. Tire pres-
sures should be checked when tires are cold 
or when the vehicle hasn’t been driven for 
about 3 hours as a rule of thumb.  A fact not 
generally known is that even a new tire which 
has been properly balanced and installed will 
leak air over time. 

 Just because your LBC was built before TPMS 

technology was available, a simple do it your-

self installation is possible. First of all, be 

aware there are two major types of aftermar-

ket systems available. One type uses a pres-

sure sensor that is installed inside each tire. 

This type of system requires the tire to be 

dismounted from the wheel and replaces your 

existing pressure valve. Typically this system 

would cost more since a tire dealer would 

charge for labor to remove the tire from the 

wheel, place the sensor in the wheel, re-

mount the tire and balance the tire and 

wheel. The other type of system is very sim-

ple, which involves removing your tires valve 

caps and replacing the existing caps with 

sensors which simply screw onto your valve 

stem. The next step involves programming 

the receiving unit which comes with the sys-

tem and placing it somewhere on your dash 

where it would be visible. Some systems are 

wireless and have a small battery which is 

charged by solar. There are also 

receiving units that are plugged 

into a cigarette lighter port. The 

unit I chose to install is solar pow-

ered and also has a usb port for 

manual charging—the cost was in 

the $60 dollar range and has 

worked very well. Once the sensors 

have been installed on each wheel, 

the receiving unit needs to be pro-

gramed. The instructions that came 

with the system will guide you 

through setting the tires upper 

temperature reading plus the upper 

and lower pressure limits for alert-

ing the driver when a tire needs 

attention. In the event this hap-

pens, the receiver unit will either 

flash or an alarm will sound letting 

the driver know that the vehicle 

has a tire issue. The convenience of 

being able to get in the car, push a button, 

and getting live tire temperature and pres-

sure readings on each tire is great. There are 

many aftermarket TPMS systems available. 

Be sure to thoroughly research a system be-

fore making a purchase—including reading 

performance and reliability reviews.  

Tech 

Talk 

By Ron Couturier 

Ron has been writing tech articles for 

the club many years.  He and his wife, 

Dottie, have been with the BACLV 

since 1997!   

Visit the club’s website to view more of 

his articles. 

Thanks, Ron, for your dedication to the 

club. 

https://www.baclv.net/tech-articles 

TIRE PRESSURE MONITORING 

The tire pressure display unit mounted in Ron’s Lotus Esprit 

What comes in the box—Tire and temperature monitors 

https://www.baclv.net
https://www.baclv.net/tech-articles
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My dad and I started our 1964 Austin Healey 

3000 project in 2011.  I purchased the Interi-

or back in 2016.  Since that time, I’ve been 

looking for a decent upholstery shop after a 

bad experience after bad experience with the 

last four  I have tried.  In the case of my 

TR6, the shop used the freshly painted bon-

net and boot lid as work surfaces and I had 

to repaint the car.  As if this was not bad 

enough, they did such a lousy job on the 

interior that I had to remove it and do it over 

again. 

As most of you know, I had back surgery 

earlier this year and was forbidden by my 

doctor to do any sort of physical work.  I 

followed the doctor’s orders and after being 

banned from the shop for two months, I was 

anxious to get to work on something.  Look-

ing for something that was “light duty” and 

fed up with doing NOTHING for eight weeks 

was the impetus to try something new.  

So, I went ahead and jumped into the 

deep end of the pool and did my own 

upholstery and the upholstery kit had 

been gathering dust is slowly taking 

shape. 

Although my work is far from perfect, 
and I am getting tired being sticky from 
the adhesives, the work is far better than 
the “professionals” I have tried in the 
past five years.   

Austin Healy Interior Part 1 
Text and Photos by Jonas Payne 

http://www.baclv.net
http://kmcnv.com/
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The Hofbrauhaus in Las Vegas is an authentic 
recreation of the Hofbrauhaus in Munich, 
Germany.  The original Hofbrauhaus is a 
world famous attraction drawing thousands 
from almost every country to partake in a 
rakishly infamous Bavarian experience.  It is 
a true southern German experience (with a 
little theatrics added for the tourist).  Then 
the question to you, Mr. Reader, is why did 
the British Auto Club of Las Vegas, with em-
phasis on British, end up there for two years 
in a row?  No, it wasn’t because Kiser Wil-
helm was the eldest grandchild of Queen 
Victoria.  Just in case you did not guess, beer 
(or bier if you prefer) and the opportunity to 
tell exaggerated stories about their cars with-
out trepidation of being overheard and cor-
rected. 

So on July 20th of this year saw 22 “Deutsch 
will sein” magically gathered at the Hofbrau-
haus, Las Vegas, in the hopes of seeing Mi-
chael Johnson in his lederhosen leading the 
club members in a rousing versus of Ein Pro-
sit.   The Dunkles Weissbier began to flow 
and the voices tuned up.  Jim Shope was 
having flashbacks to those younger days as a 
dashing fighter pilot romancing his wife 
Christine.  Dave Ogle on the other hand was 
amusing us all with the story of his Triumph 
TR-4 in its epic battle with a Sheridan (M551) 

battle tank  (the Triumph went 
down to a humiliating defeat; all of 
which is a story for another day).   

We all gathered in the back room so 
we could tell our tales of woe and 
relate how Lucas shorted out again 
just because the lager spilled down 
the dash when we were 18 years 
old.  Then the Bavarian food was 
served and before the bratwurst hit 
the table silence took hold had the 
20 dug in.  Somehow the waitress 
kept all of the orders straight but 
oddly was a little confused on the 
bills.  Now with a liter of Dunkles 
and brat, truly serious conversa-
tions we had.  President Jim Oswald 
told of chilling short Youtube videos 
of fiction.  Bill Wellbaum just got to 
it and made his way through dinner.  
Vaughn Richards and Cleone John 
joined in hosting a beer or two cele-
brating the Germanic efficiency and 
engineering of the British automo-
tive industry of the 1960’s.  Linda 

and Mike Hanley discuss with Simon and Jane 
James how New Zealand can have 2.5 million 
cars in a country that has only 4 million resi-
dents or perhaps how far a Kakapo can fly.  
All this time the photographer AJ Dowden is 
snapping away. 

The evening was rounded out with discussion 
around the beer with Wayne Headrick and his 
wife Barb noting that his Austin Healey would 
drive much better in the Munich 84 degrees 

than the Las Vegas Hofbrauhaus 102 de-
grees.  John and Bonnie Brown took it all in 
in wonderment while Brian Naas simply 
shook his head about his Spitfire.   

In the end, the group from the BACLV all had 

fun punctuated with a bit of great German 
Beer and food.  Next year, the BACLV may 
once again stage a surprise incursion into the 
German airspace to make sure the beer is 
still as good as it was this year.  Add to this 
the many thanks to Mr. Michael Johnson for 
herding the cats together in one place with 
Germanic efficiency and organization (like the 
northern Germans do). 

HOFBRAUHAUS THE LAS VEGAS WAY 
By Stanley Pepelinski, photographs by AJ Dowden 

Who says you have to be German to enjoy beer? The BACLV 

invades the Hofbrahaus 

Someone please tell Jim Shope he is missing 
something in that hand—like a beer stein 

We knew Vaughn Richards would get the hang of 
hoisting the beer along with Cleone Johns 

Linda and Mike Handley talk to Simon James about 

Bill Wellbaum being so kind as to remind Michael 
Johnson there are better things to do with a liter 
of beer than lean on it 

Notice how people follow the beer in a beirhall, it 
is apparent that the waitress has hefted a liter of 
beer before  

EDITOR—Thanks again for Michael Johnson for 

stepping up and hosting this event.  We need hosts 

for events from the membership to step up, Mi-

chael and Rosie Johnson cannot do it all.  This is 

your club and together we all make it fun. We need 

you to. 

https://www.baclv.net
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There were 5 couples who made the trek to Big 

Bear Lake, the Payne’s, Welbaum’s, Klenk’s, 

Kennedy’s and James.  No British cars though, 

none of us were prepared to take our LBC’s 

through the desert in 100+ temperatures. 

The weather was perfect for the weekend.  

Warm, in the 70’s, but not too hot, late after-

noon thunder storms to make it interesting.  

Friday night was dinner at the Old Country Inn 

then drinks at the James.  Saturday started sun-

ny and cloudless.  Enjoyed the morning walking 

around looking at the cars then meeting up for 

drinks before heading our separate ways for 

lunch.  Dinner at the James consisting of a pot 

luck BBQ.  Sooo much food, plenty to drink, and 

good friends to enjoy it with.  

 The down town area of Big Bear Lake was 

closed off and there were cars everywhere.  

Mostly American muscle but a smattering of 

British cars and even fewer European cars.  

Some cars were raised, some lowered, some 

restored, some not so much!  And one especially 

nice Volvo that got an awful lot of attention…….. 

 

THE BIG BEAR CAR SHOW WEEKEND 
By Simon and Jane James, Photographs by Simon James and Pat Klenk 

Aly and Steve Kennedy, Pilar and Bill Wellbaum 

enjoy the cooler weather and and ‘green’  of Big 

Bear 

Wonderful cars everywhere you wandered in 

downtown 

Beautiful Volvo P1800 
The well sorted Volvo P1800 engine bay  

1968 Morris Mini proudly displayed  

Ah, youthful flashbacks—Ford “Woody” 

One of the British marques, Lotus, with a Twin-

Cam Europa 

Makes you wonder what Steve Kennedy and Jo-

nas Payne saw—a bear maybe? 

The very contemplative Pilar Well-

baum deep in thought and nature 

A crowd pleaser—XKE with a Ford V8 engine 

The Volvo P1800 interior—oh that’s Margaret 

Klenk peaking around the corner? 

http://www.baclv.net
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(continued on page 9) 

When I bought the Stag, I was told that the 

doors had previously acquired a few dings which 

had been repaired and the entire car repainted 

in original Sienna. In an attempt to reduce the 

incidence of future dings, a popular at the time 

addition, was a door molding which resulted in 

the removal of the original gold body stripe. 

The paint has required buffing at least eve-

ry other year to maintain a decent appearance 

but has now become very thin and cracked, 

especially across the surface of the rear deck 

and all the upper curved area along the entire 

body length; all physical signs of paint failure, 

mostly from extended UV exposure. The time 

had come to refinish the Stag. 

There was no choice other than to begin a 

complete refinish project. The first step was to 

determine who would do the repaint; the possi-

bilities ranged from doing some or all of it myself 

through contracting out to professionals.  

After some thought and research into what 

was involved, I decided I would do the entire 

project myself. I’d like to learn about auto body 

work and modern paint technologies along with 

best practices for a classic car repaint; all while 

getting to know the Stag’s body as well as I 

know its various mechanical systems. I figured 

that my extensive experience with woodworking 

and wood finishing/refinishing gave me a pretty 

good idea of the effort involved, even though I 

have never tackled a car before. I began to buy 

books and read what I could on the subject, 

starting in early summer 2016. I knew I had a 

lot to learn and was eager to get started.  

Initially, I had thought I would remove the 

top color part of the paint and leave the original 

primer on the car and paint over that. I would 

use lead body filler not plastic and I would use 

single-stage paint, unless something very com-

pelling changed my mind on these points. 

Sounds simple, right? 

One of two local British car clubs is called 

Sons of Lucas. One of the Sons told me of a 

Community College having an auto program with 

a state-of-the-art facility and that community 

members can take the auto-painting class to 

repaint their cars. This Son had repainted his 

black TR3B at the school, and it looked fantastic. 

The idea of access to a modern down-draft paint 

booth and a teacher to pose questions as well as 

to give guidance, sounded like a plan to me. 

When I toured the department before commit-

ting to enrollment, I found the teachers had 

decades of auto paint shop experience. They 

proved to be great, enthusiastic resources during 

the course of the refinish project. 

Very early on I learned best practices re-

quired the entire body should be taken down to 

bare steel and not to put modern paints over 45 

year old primer. Not only would all the paint 

have to be removed—all body filler, whether 

lead or plastic must also be removed. The pro-

ject became significantly more onerous. 

 

Choices to be Made 

Which primer to use and which paint for the 

glamor coat? Part of any refinish project is the 

determination of which paint to use; weighing 

cost, quality, corrosion protection, finish appear-

ance, resistance to chips from road debris, UV 

resistance, etc. In this project, there was also 

the need to determine what color to use. Keep-

ing the original Commission Plate color, though 

preferable in concept, was a non-starter. This 

Stag was dog-doo brown, ahem Sienna, and 

there is no way I would ever paint any car that 

unfortunate color. 

The most basic criterion was to use an orig-

inal 1973 Triumph Stag color. My wife very much 

likes blue for cars, so we began looking at the 

various shades of blue for the 1973 model year. 

Since the original spec Saddle Tan interior is in 

very good condition, the field of choice was nar-

rowed to colors that were paired with that interi-

or. She chose Sapphire Blue. There are lists 

purportedly showing what year, paint and interi-

or colors were put together—some show Saddle 

Tan and Sapphire in 1973 while others do not. I 

found an original British Leyland marketing pho-

to of a Stag painted Sapphire paired with a Sad-

dle Tan interior, they look great together; her 

choice became final.  

Two deviations from spec that I determined 

from the start, even though non-original: one 

has been to paint the body stripe on, rather than 

use a vinyl stick-on stripe; and the other was to 

apply something to the trunk lid underside for 

thermal insulation.  

 

The Stripe 

Even though the sticky vinyl stripe is origi-

nal, I reject the idea of going to the work and 

expense of a full color change repaint, only to 

put on a vinyl stripe. I tell myself that Triumph 

used the vinyl stripe to keep the cost down but if 

they could have done so within budget, they 

would have painted the stripe. Perhaps I’m just 

rationalizing my preferences but it works for me. 

Yes, I have received grief from some of the Sons 

for this deviation. 

Okay, then what exact color to paint the 

stripe? Of course it needs to be a fine-flake me-

tallic gold but the color must be as correct a 

shade as I can get; and how do I know the gold 

vinyl stripe sold by suppliers today is the exact 

shade from 1973?  

Additionally, there’s always the variation 

within a spec when producing a color, each pro-

duction run of stripes is going to have some 

color variation, and then each batch will have 

variation. But, what else can I use? There are 

literally hundreds of versions of automotive gold 

metallic color. I bought a new sticky stripe, fig-

uring I would use it when color matching the 

paint. Since I also have a gold stripe from the 

late 1990s (never used), I can compare the two 

as part of the effort to get the color correct. It’s 

a start, in any case. 

 

Let the Repaint Process Begin! 

In mid-January 2017, I began the physical 

part of the project by removing the bright work 

from the body. I was especially happy when I 

removed the added-on body moldings and threw 

them into the trash. When the original owners’ 

body shop did the project, and added the mold-

ings, they rounded off the body-line where the 

stripe indexes in the section between the wheel 

arches. This alteration was not visible until the 

moldings had been removed. There was still the 

sharp body line at either end between the wheel 

arches and the horseshoe moldings. 

Next task was to deal with the holes left in 

the body where the side moldings had been at-

tached. Old school, time-honored method is to 

weld the holes closed. This is what I expected 

and planned to do but since I don’t weld, I would 

have to hire someone. At this point I learned 

from multiple sources about a change in best-

practices. This is no longer considered best-

practice unless the holes are in a structural 

member and all possible strength is needed. The 

current best-practice method is to use a fibered 

fiberglass filler to fill small holes in body panels. 

Welding uses heat which damages the anti-rust 

protection on the inside (other side) of the part 

being welded. Unless the back side of the weld 

area can be accessed there will be a future rust 

issue. Because this has been found to be a re-

curring problem, the practice has changed to use 

the fibered fiberglass filler which is waterproof, 

has strong adhesion to steel, and doesn’t dam-

age the corrosion protection on the backside of 

the repair. 

To use this filler, the hole must be dented 

in slightly to allow for space to put in filler with-

out making a raised bump. The paint around 

each hole was sanded with 36 grit out to a radi-

us of 1.5 -2 inches from the hole. Next, body 

work hammers were used to slightly bend the 

hole inward. This was done using two hammers, 

one with a long-pointed shape held into the hole, 

then tapped with the second hammer. The filler 

was applied, pushing it into the hole so that it 

made a worm on the other side where it came 

through. This ensures that all the edges of the 

hole are covered with filler and there is overlap 

onto the other side’s anticorrosion protection. 

The filler’s surface is left just below the face of 

the body panels, to allow room for the plastic 

body filler that will come later as it is not recom-

mended to apply paint directly onto the fiber-

glass filler. 

 

Stripping it Down  

The next step was to remove all the old 

paint from the main panels down to bare steel. 

There are several methods one can use; I chose 

to sand all the paint off. A benefit of sanding is 

that I could see each of the layers of paint film 

as I sanded through them - a window into the 

vehicle’s history. I used my random orbit sander 

with 60 and 80 grit discs, starting with the 60 

grit to get through the top layer, then 80 to go 

through the lower layers—and removed all the 

paint and primer. I worked at it one panel at a 

time. To prevent flash rust on the sanded pan-

Preparing for Paint 
by Michael Link 

The original Sieanna color 
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els, I used aerosol cans of automotive primer 

after each was done. 

This method allowed me to see the layers of 

paint everywhere on the car, including a layer of 

primer between the repaint layer and the original 

paint layers. Also revealed was the extent of the 

body work that had been done. When I bought 

the Stag, the seller told me he had seen evi-

dence of a body repair between the passenger 

door B-pillar and the nearby wheel arch, but he 

did not know anything about the extent of it. I 

found that panel had a slight deformity below 

the coach line which had been repaired. The 
damage was less than 1/8-inch deep. I was very 

pleased, once all the paint had been removed, to 

find that there was no additional repair work 

anywhere on the entire body that I had not ex-

pected to find.  

After stripping, the next step was to remove 

all the previous body-work filler for which I used 

36 grit discs. It is quite common for there to be 

rust beneath old filler, so it must be removed, 

and the condition of the body steel checked.  

 

Body Work 

With all the filler removed, it was time to 

redo all the body work. The body shop workers I 

spoke with preferred 3M Platinum or Evercote 

Rage body filler products as their top-line fillers 

of choice. These are the current state of technol-

ogy fillers, with high adhesion, light weight, less 

prone to having small air bubbles, and are easy 

to sand. All said Bondo is old technology and not 

as good a product as the more expensive mod-

ern fillers. One of the advantages when using 

top-end fillers is the ease of sanding. Although 

the quality fillers set as hard as the cheap ones, 

the sanding effort is less—and this makes a big 

difference in physical effort and time required to 

achieve excellent results. 

Lead, while once used extensively and con-

sidered by some to be the best possible filler, 

has its issues. For instance, over time paint re-

acts to the lead and gets something of a flaky 

look. What I learned is modern high-quality plas-

tic fillers are a superior technology over lead 

filler, so I would not use lead as initially planned. 

The body filler work and sanding removed 

the body imperfections—dents, dings, and mold-

ing hole fiberglass filled spots—all brought to a 

point of being as close to perfect as I could 

achieve. Part of the decision process at this step 

was whether to only fill the locations that re-

quired attention or after those were done to put 

a skim coat over each entire panel then sand it 

to make it as perfect as possible—this fills and 

smooths any imperfections in the steel from 

when the body panels were made. I did skim 

coat a couple of the body panels but stopped 

doing more of them thinking that making the 

body that perfect is too much over-restoration.  

 

Sanding 

I had machine sanded during mass paint 

removal but from this point forward, all sanding 

was done by hand. I used only a long, hand-

sanding block in order to make the body as 

straight and true as I could. A long sanding block 

keeps the body very straight through the entire 

process, giving a flatter finished surface with less 

opportunity for wavy results; whereas with pow-

er sanders their smaller surface contact area 

does not make or keep the body as straight.  

For the Stag, an eleven-inch block worked 

best for most surface areas. There were a few 

places where a nine-inch or a five-inch block was 

used, but not many. At first, I used a ‘peel-and-

stick’ sanding block. It was effective but I found 

out that there is a greater variety and higher 

quality sandpapers available in what is called 

‘hook-and-loop’ (Velcro style) sanding blocks. I 

bought a hook-and-loop sanding block set and 

made the switch. With this set, I began to use 

3M red sandpaper. These sandpapers seemed to 

last longer, stay sharp as they wore down in-

stead of becoming dull and less effective, and 

clogged far less. Given the huge amount of 

physical effort I was putting into this project, the 

higher quality sandpaper made a significant dif-

ference and I was pleased with the results. At 

this stage, I was only dry sanding. Wet sanding 

comes with the  glamor coat. 

  

The Body Lines 

I next tackled the body lines down each 

side—remember they had been rounded off in 

the 1970s when the side moldings had been 

installed. The standard is a sharp, clean, straight 

body line. To get the body lines correct, I first 

put a small amount of body filler along where 

the edge needed to go. Then I took yellow auto 

body tape and made an absolute straight line 

down the length of the Stag above the peak 

(upper slope) from horseshoe to horseshoe. This 

was not as easy as one might first think. Consid-

er, if you will, there are no points of reference 

other than finding a straight line from in front of 

the wheel arches, whose flairs interfere with the 

effort to make anything resembling straight. 

Eventually after several tries, I did get it perfect-

ly straight.  

Then, sanding upward motion only (from 

below the line up to the tape), the filler was 

sanded to and against the tape making a 

straight, sharp line. Once done, the tape was 

removed, then a new piece of tape applied to the 

lower side of the desired coach line; again, not 

as easy as one might first think. The sanding of 

the line was again done, only this time in a 

downward direction only, up to and against the 

tape. This process of taping and sanding was 

repeated multiple times to get the body line to 

be what it needs to be, again and again adding 

filler and sanding it off. In all, the body lines 

took about 60 hours of filling, sanding and tap-

ing; this was the amount of effort that was re-

quired to have straight, sharp body lines.  

 

Rear Body Seams 

Now that the main panel body work was 

complete and the body lines were once again 

sharply defined, it was time to address the body 

panel and seams between the trunk and tonneau 

openings. The steel panel had severe ripples in it 

on the driver’s side up against the body seam, it 

needed to be either replaced or repaired and I 

did not want to replace a panel if not absolutely 

necessary.  

Triumph had resolved the problem by lead-filling 

the ripples as well as the body seams on both 

sides in a non-typical production step. I had 

always assumed that the original owners’ project 

was responsible for the seams having been filled 

but found them leaded underneath the original 

red oxide primer coat and original Sienna paint 

layer, indicating it was factory work. 

To have symmetry, similar work would need 

to be done to the passenger side seam area so 

that it would match. If repaired, the rippled pan-

el would have to be filled to the point of the 

seam as well as on the quarter-panel side of it, 

to prevent an uneven surface. Then either the 

seam would need to be filled or it would be left 

unfilled, resulting in a very deep body seam due 

to the build-up of filler on both sides of the seam 

to keep the surfaces level.  

For the rippled panel next to the seam, I 

chose to use plastic body filler rather than re-

place the panel. I had to use body filler on both 

driver and passenger sides to keep everything 

even and symmetrical. I then decided to fill the 

rear body seams using 3M Seam Sealer, a two-

part sandable elastomeric product. With this 

solution I was keeping this Stag to its original 

look, without having abnormally deep, odd look-

ing seams. It became clear to me why Triumph 

had done what they did in this area. 

 

Thermal Insulation 

Included as one of my requirements in this 

project was to add thermal insulation to the 

trunk lid underside, to provide better tempera-

ture stability for wine purchases (a reality of 

living in wine country) and picnic lunches when 

taking the Triumph for an outing. Without insula-

tion the trunk lid underside on an average sum-

mer day is too hot to touch. I do not want an 

adhered-on insulation, I think it would look inel-

egant—the insulation would preferably be ap-

plied beneath the paint. A local auto restorer 

suggested that I check into a product called Liz-

ard Skin, a very effective spray-on ceramic tech-

nology thermal insulation layer. Lizard Skin Ce-

ramic Insulation - www.lizardskin.com/car-

ceramic-insulation.html. 

Lizard Skin is applied by spray gun in two 

layers, each 20 mils thick when wet. The appli-

cation kit for the product has a special spray gun 

for the viscous material and a thickness gauge to 

ensure one applies the product to the correct 

thickness. I ordered one gallon, which is too 

much product for just the trunk lid underside, so 

I applied it to the underside of the hood as well. 

The combined square area was the exact size for 

the one gallon of product, so I ended up with 

thermally insulated undersides of both. 

The manufacturer states that the thermal 

heat gain reduction is 30 degrees Fahrenheit or 

more. I’m not sure that when the heat is from 

the sun on an entire panel and not from a me-

chanical source in one specific point that 30 de-

grees will be what I will realize but whatever 

improvement I get I will be glad to have. I also 

think my hood’s Sapphire paint should last long-

er with the thermal protection layer on the un-

derside.  

The appearance of the cured Lizard Skin is 

interesting. It looks like a freshly opened con-

(from page 8) 

Finally primer coat is done! (continued on page 10) 
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tainer of cottage cheese; almost smooth, but 

not, with a low height bas-relief texture—I find 

its appearance to be quite neat looking.  

 

Ready for Spraying Primer 

At this point it is mid-April 2017; I have 

been working on the Stag’s body since late Janu-

ary. I have been using aerosol cans of primer as 

a temporary means to prevent any rust for-

mation as my work progressed from body panel 

to panel. This has meant that I would spray it 

on, then sand it off when I worked on an area, 

then apply some more once the work was done 

as a rust preventative.  

To prepare the Stag for the paint booth to 

spray its permanent primer coats, the entire 

body required sanding to remove all exposed 

primer. Once this was done, it was time to mask 

the body and begin the permanent primer appli-

cation.  

 

More About Sanding 

Modern primers are designed to be applied 

over 150 grit sanding, meaning that they will 

self-fill the sanding scratches at that point, to 

help reduce the labor cost of auto body repair. It 

is not necessary, therefore, to sand finer than 

150 grit, as a prep to primer painting. Since I 

had sanded everything, at this point, with 80 

grit—including the body filler—I next sanded the 

entire body with 150 grit 3M red sandpaper.  

Once the entire body was sanded with 150, 

I over sanded again with 180 grit 3M red sand-

paper, continuing to only hand sand using a long 

block to keep the body as perfectly straight as 

possible. The reason for the 180 grit is that I am 

hand sanding everything which is different than 

machine sanding upon which grit requirements 

are based. Hand sanding is more aggressive than 

machine sanding, by a factor of one sandpaper 

grit step. This means that my 80 grit hand sand-

ing equals 60 grit machine sanding, and my 150 

grit hand sanding equals 120 machine sanding. 

There should never be more than double the grit 

number from one step to another when sanding, 

or the finer grit will have great difficulty in re-

moving the coarser scratches. Therefore, 150 

grit followed by 180 grit, by hand, equals the 

machine sanding-based requirement of 150 grit 

for modern primers.  

 

Masking 

Spraying paint products, even in a state-of-

the-art down-draft automotive spray paint booth, 

requires everything be masked from over spray. 

Regular masking tape doesn’t do the job; the 

chemicals used in automotive paint are not what 

home improvement store masking tape is de-

signed for. Automotive masking tape is either 

yellow or green and is effective with automotive 

paint chemicals. 

Masking paper, which comes in various 

widths, is used to protect large areas. There is 

green masking paper and white masking paper. 

The green paper is less expensive and designed 

to be used with primer paints. The white is de-

signed to be used with top coat (glamor) paints. 

The green primer masking paper does not ade-

quately protect against the top coat paints which 

are more aggressive and can penetrate the 

green paper.  

 

Finally, the Primer 

The way the Community College worked, it 

had a “lab class” every Wednesday evening from 

6-10 PM to which I drove the Stag for the entire 

semester. This was why I had to leave on the 

windshield, low beam headlights and taillights 

keeping it at least partially street-legal. Although 

I did see police regularly and got some stares I 

was never stopped.  

My teacher had the conviction that we were 

there to get a job done and it didn’t matter how 

long that might take. As he would say, if it takes 

until 4 in the morning to get the car painted, 

then we’re there until 4 in the morning. Many 

nights when I painted we’d be there until 2-2:30 

AM. 

The way it worked was I would paint the 

Stag on Wednesday evening in class, set the 

paint booth to bake it at 145 deg. F, then the 

teacher would drive me home. The following 

morning at 9 AM during the other paint teacher’s 

class, I would get the Stag from the paint booth 

and put it back together sufficiently so I could 

drive it home. He would assign two of his stu-

dents to help me get that done and he would 

give his thoughts, feedback and encouragement 

on the project.  

It used to be when painting bare metal, one 

used a self-etching primer. This was required to 

have the primer adhere properly to the bare 

metal and sometimes required a top coating of 

another primer that would separate the self-

etching primer from the color coating. This is 

now old technology and not the best solution on 

the market for painting bare steel. The chemical 

companies that make automotive paint have 

been busy developing new products. Products 

that adhere better are more resistant to chipping 

and can be applied directly to bare steel and top 

coated without the second primer. Not only bet-

ter from the body shop production perspective 

but products that perform better at protecting 

the vehicle from rust and other types of damage 

such as UV, scratching and chipping—plus the 

modern products adhere better, making a 

stronger overall paint job. 

The primer I chose is U-Pol. It is a modern 

primer product designed as a direct-to-metal 

primer which can then be top coated with the 

color/glamor coat. It is what is termed a primer-

filler, essentially a heavy body primer that pro-

vides some filling capability. This characteristic 

makes the transitions from body filler to steel a 

little bit better, filling in any micro spaces. It 

smooths out minor unevenness in the steel 

stamping making the refinish project just that 

little bit better. 

I sprayed the primer in painting sessions, 

each accomplished in one day. A session was 

when I masked the body then sprayed primer 

three times over the entire body. The next ses-

sion, a week later, was a repeat performance: I 

had sanded the entire body with 180 grit in the 

intervening week; then repeated the masking 

followed by the primer application spray three 

times over the entire body. When sanding, I 

went until I could begin to see through the pri-

mer, so that I would not get a buildup of primer 

thickness. Rather I was after smoothness and 

straightness and filling of any minor unseen im-

perfections. The final session was when I 

sprayed over the entire body three times but did 

not follow with any more sanding. 

I used two gallons of primer, which since it 

is mixed 2:1 made the total amount of primer 

sprayed onto the Stag’s body three gallons, al-

most all of which was sanded off except the little 

amounts that filled tiny imperfections. The final 

session primer coat will eventually be sanded 

down during preparation to spray the glamor 

coat. 

It is now the third week of May 2017 and I 

am very tired from all the physical work I have 

been doing on the Stag paint project for the past 

months. Everything on the Stag that you see 

when walking up to it is in gray primer. The main 

body panels are now ready for their glamor coat. 

As you may guess, I am very tired of sanding the 

Stag’s body.  

Prep After the Main Body Panels 

Before any glamor coat painting can be 

done, other areas of the Stag that have been 

waiting while I worked on the main body panels 

need attention. These include the door jambs, 

the tonneau underside, the trunk interior and the 

hard top. I have already primed the hood and 

trunk undersides, done after the Lizard Skin 

ceramic insulation coat.  

I figured the trunk interior would be the 

most difficult and time consuming, so I started 

there. The difficulty is the physical effort of 

bending over to reach the lower interior and the 

removal of the adhesive used for the carpet in-

stallation. I tried several methods to remove the 

old, built-up adhesive. There is an abrasive strip-

per wheel for a drill which worked fairly well, but 

not without its issues. I also used 3M adhesive 

remover which worked well but tended to leave a 

thin film residue of melted and re-hardened ad-

hesive to contend with. Eventually I did get the 

entire trunk interior prepared for primer. 

I then went to work on the door edges, 

interiors and insides as well as the door jambs. 

There was no rust inside the doors. I thoroughly 

Gold stripe before masking 

Finally some Sapphire Blue! 

(from page 9) 

(continued on page 11) 
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cleaned everything and sanded the door interior 

webbing as well as the door edges, then did the 

jamb surfaces on the body. For stripping the 

hard top and the underside of the tonneau cover 

I used chemical paint-stripper after removing 

the chrome, stainless and glass. 

A wildfire broke out nearby, about 25 miles 

away (Whittier Fire) causing trouble with the 

quality and amount of sunlight, with falling ash 

and with the air becoming hazardous to breathe. 

For four weeks I could not work on the Stag 

project and had to wait for progress to be made 

controlling the wildfire and the return of good 

light, breathable air and a lot less ash falling. 

Eventually I was able to primer paint the trunk 

interior, the tonneau underside, and the hard-

top. I then applied a rubberized antirust protec-

tion coating to the door insides. 

As part of preparing the door jambs, I 

needed to remove the doors. This would allow 

access to the forward ends of the jambs as well 

as the hinges and the leading edges of the 

doors. When I removed the doors, I had a wel-

come surprise. To my amazement, there was 

the wrap around inch or so of the original gold 

stripe on the inside of the door’s leading-edge 

lip. Although covered with years of waxing and 

buffing residue and coated in a layer of sanding 

dust, it was clearly the original stripe.  

I removed the stripe pieces from the door 

lips and carefully cleaned them. Now I had an 

original 1973 sample of the precise shade of the 

gold stripe. I was very excited to have made this 

find, what luck! If you’re interested, the original 

is very slightly darker gold, with a touch more 

copper shade to it than either of my modern 

vinyl versions—but it is very close to the new 

vinyl stripes’ gold color. Maybe just the color 

variation from different production runs of 

stripes? This old bit of stripe is what was used to 

color match the gold paint for the new painted-

on stripe. 

At this point, it is now late August 2017, 

and I have the entire Stag body prepared for its 

glamor coat. This refinish odyssey was a huge 

amount of work, on which I spent an average 

four days a week, about 600 hours to this point. 

Seven + months on the calendar, six + months 

of work due to the forced respite during the 

Whittier Fire. During the ‘down time’ of the fire, 

I sent my license plates off to a license plate 

restorer; this is an area of interest with its own 

societies and such.  

 
(continued next in months issue of the SPANNER) 

EDITOR NOTE—Mr Terrence McQuillian, editor of 

the STAG News, newsletter of the STAG Club USA 

and Mr. Michael Link have kindly granted permis-

sion to reprint this article as it appeared in the 

Spring issue of The Stag News.  We would like to 

thank them both for their consideration and 

Michael’s amazing documentation of his re-paint 

odyssey.  Visit the Stag Club USA website at 

www.tscusa.org 

As “classic” British car owners contemplate a re-

paint of our vehicles, we often face a minimum 

bill of $8,000 or significantly more.  When faced 

with those numbers, getting the prep-work done, 

and done right is critical.  As we all know, few 

paint shops can do it as well as we can.  So Mi-

chael details just how to do it and do it right.  All 

you need is the time, elbow grease and a lot of 

caring. 

(from page  10) 

Wandering the streets of Big Bear, California 

while visiting the recent car show we came 

across a rather unique vehicle—a 1936 Beer-

Ster.  You may be saying “a what”, I know I 

did.  This thing was a magnificent beast from 

a long gone era of motoring, of motor racing.  

Go to the history books to seek out the 1936 

BeerSter, do an Google search of history 

and—it will not be there.   

Shazam and golly gee! There is no such thing 

as a BeerSter built in 1936.  No it was built 

starting in 2003 and completed for the 2007 

Great Race by two gentlemen that obviously 

loved both cars and history. 

A Mike Larking built the car and Milt “Pee 

Wee” Thomas built the engine and drivetrain.  

Apparently the name is derived from the bev-

erage that kept the project moving along.  

There are touches of Indianapolis Racer and 

the P-51 Mustang airplane identifiable in this 

beautiful machine.  The car was created using 

parts designed and fabricated by the two gen-

tlemen and 

then a number 

of found/

salvaged parts.  

The engine 

itself is a 

straight 8 from 

Buick.  As can 

be seen, Pee 

Wee spent 

hours polishing 

and Mike equally, bending and polishing met-

al. 

I was taken with the car and thought I would 

spread a little joy with the BACLV.  If you 

decide to do a search on your favorite search 

engine, you will find most of the information 

on 2007 Great Race keywords as well at the 

“Beerster” (though with the latter your mostly 

hit with beer related sites. 

http://www.beerster8.com/ 

THE BIG BEAR CAR 
SHOW—THE 1936 
BEERSTER! 
By Stanley Peplenski, photographs by Stanley 
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British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 

September 2018 

9th Over the Hump to Pahrump Car Show: Hosted by the Seminatores; RSVP on website 

12th   Board Meeting  

22nd Chocolate and Wine Tasting at Ethel M’s; RSVP website 

22nd Tune and Tech: Spitfire Front End; Host Jonas Payne: RSVP by email:  jpaynepbr@cox.net 

23rd   SCCA Racing at Las Vegas Motor Speedway  

29th Wurstfest Car Show Boulder City; Alan Bowman; www.bcsr.org 

30th  Monthly Membership Meeting 

October 2018 

6th   Pahrump Car Show 775-751-1007 or email: pahrumpcarshow@gmail.com 
10th   Board Meeting 

13th  Red Rock Drive and Potluck: Hosted by Michael and Rosie Johnson RSVP website 

19- 20th Annual Potluck and Garage Sale: Hosted by the Stillwells 

28th  Monthly Membership Meeting 

UPCOMING EVENT CALENDAR 

https://www.baclv.net
mailto:jpaynepbr@cox.net
mailto:pahrumpcarshow@gmail.com

