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Mission Statement 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The 
Club promotes Information and 
networking and revels in the 
social elements of British car 
ownership. You don’t need to 
own an LBC (little British Car) 
to be a member, just love & 
admire them.  
 
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car en-
thusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events. We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are held 
at 9:AM on the last Sunday of 
each month at  
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will be 
noted in the Spanner and our 
website.  

Board of Directors 2018  

President: Jonas Payne 
president@baclv.net 

V.P & Events: Rosie Johnson  
vicepresident@baclv.net 
Secretary: Jane James 
secretary@baclv.net 

Treasurer: David Ogle 
treasurer@baclv.net 

Officer at Large: Al Seminatore 
officer@baclv.net 

Appointed Positions  
Newsletter Co-Editors: 

Hap Polk 
Patrick Klenk 

baclvspanner2017@outlook.com 
Membership Chairman: 

Bill Wellbaum 
wcwellbaum@cox.net 

Tech Editor: Ron Couturier  
roncouturier78@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Margaret Klenk 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 
Mailing Address 

BACLV 
P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 
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Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER is:  

 
1/2 page  $150.00 
1/4 page  $100.00 

Business card size  $75.00 
 

Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 
the SPANNER. Submissions are 
preferred in a non-formatted Word 
format, 500 to 1,000 words. Photos 
are also welcome and should be 
sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption 
descriptions. The deadlines are 
typically the 15th of the month 
prior. 

Cover:  

President’s Message 
By Jonas Payne 

Missed a Membership or Board Meeting?  
You can read the Meeting Minutes on the BACLV website in the Members Section.  

Email baclv1990@outlook.com for password 

       

The 1967 Jaguar (Bertone) 
Pirana. Jaguar XK-E based, 
one-off that survives today. 

Photograph by Ms. Karissa 
Hosek. Go to her website to 
see some fantastic photo-
graphs of amazing automo-
biles at 
www.karissahosek.com  

 

 

Hard to believe that it is already November, 2020 is right around the cor-
ner. As we head into the new year, I am feeling pretty good about not just 
the success of the BACLV in 2019, but also about our very bright future. I 
am very encouraged by the following: 

1.  Of five Board positions, we have four new volunteers starting. It is well known that the 
“rate of recidivism” for BACLV Board members is very high, and the fact that we have 
four new folks who have felt compelled to volunteer their time, energy and expertise is a 
good sign that the BACLV is a healthy and vibrant place. It is also a good sign that the 
BACLV continues to attract new members and new ideas. 

2. Of three Committee positions (Spanner, Website and Membership), we have two new vol-
unteers. These positions are time consuming and require significant dedication.  They do 
the work that is the “face” of the BACLV, and our continued success is wholly dependent 
on the work that these folks do. It is a good sign that people were willing and enthusias-
tic about doing the “heavy lifting” 

3. Membership is at an all time high. This is a good sign for the BACLV as well as the collec-
tor car hobby at large. It is a good sign that our Website and public presence encourages 
people to come and check out what the BACLV is all about. 

4. We are entering 2020 with a solid calendar of events well through the first quarter 0f 2020 
so our members can be sure of participating in well executed and entertaining events. 

5. We have recently had a record number of articles submitted to the Spanner by club mem-
bers who have not previously written. We also continue to have folks who put in time 
producing articles with great enthusiasm so that our Newsletter and Website are some-
thing that club members enjoy and point to with pride. 

The BACLV must be a pretty special place if new people continue to join, become part of our extended 
families and are willing to share their time and energy for the greater benefit of all of us. I would like 
to thank everybody who has volunteered this year, as well as those folks who volunteer month after 
month, year after year. The strength of the BACLV is the result of the work that goes into making it 
success. Let’s have a great 2020 and continue this success, as we look back at what makes this club a 
fun place to be, give some thought to what your contribution might be in 2020. VOLUNTEERS NEED-
ED! 

 EDITOR’S NOTE—Please see the Editor’s Desk for ramblings on the “Collector’s Car Market”, so when my 
wife says “don’t tell me that wreck is an investment!”, I get to say “but dear it is, it is.” 

 I would also like to add kudu's for the people that have contributed articles as well. We starting the No-
vember issue of the SPANNER it looked like a pretty slim ‘12 pager’, by the time we hit publishing it 
grew to our maximum ‘16 pager’, so thank you to Shelley & Denie Hiestand (and the cows), Jim Shope, 
Simon James, Carolyn Stillwell and Ron Couturier (who’s article will be in the December issue). And 
thank you to all that have contributed articles throughout the year. Please keep them coming, you will 
never hear the editors say “no” when it comes to the articles. 
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Missed your Birthday or Anniversary  
or have the date wrong? Please email:  
baclvspanner2017@outlook.com 
so we can update our list.  

From the Editor’s Desk (not to be read by non-British car owners) 
Pat Klenk & Hap Polk 

Nov Birthdays Nov Anniversaries New Members 
Jerry & Margy Hager 

 
Jay Lather 

 
Bob Wiecek 

 

 
Jared Carithers 

Carolyn Stillwell 
Kathy Newbold 
Sandy Kilgour 
Rita Bowman 

 
 

 
Bryan Lawe 

Pat Seninatore 
Brian Berlemann 

 
Daniel & Lorraine Smith 

Mark & Nancy Short 

Jim & Christine Shope 

Mitch & Yvonne Vamos 
Al & Pat Seminatore 

Al & Lorene Lindahl 

 

Okay, Hap should be writing this editorial, he 
is the bright one, the accounting guru. Me I 
add 2+2and get 327.  

I started writing this article three times with 
my mind wanderings and my heart else-
where. It was an editorial about, well some-
thing that I do not even remember, though it 
had to do with the lagging prices of collect-
able cars. During that process I had to do a 
little research on “cars as an investment”. I 
believe it started with an on-line advert 
about how cars are a money loser and it had 
a photograph of a Triumph GT6 behind the 
tagline.  So off I went and found myself at 
Haggerty’s website. They should know about 
values, they insure many, many collectables. 

I cannot tell you how many times I told my 
wife not to worry I will never say “a car is a 
good investment.” Well, true to form of a 
husband, I was wrong, totally wrong. Cars 
(the right ones) are a strong investment. 
They are outpaces only by art and wine 
(neither of which I can afford). What is really 
bizarre and should be of particular interest 
for the members of the BACLV, British cars 
out perform American, German and Ferrari’s 
as investments (looking at trend lines). No, I 
did not find anything on other Italian or Jap-
anese cars. 

Our British cars have done fairly well. It 
seems they have plateaued, but have main-
tained their value over the past four years.  
In 2018 their value dipped slightly, but since 
that time though 2019 the value of the post-
WWII British car has risen once again at a 
rae similar to their rise in value from 2012 
though 2015. 

When I read about the auctions and see the 
cars selling form millions upon millions of 
dollars, I say “why bother, I am just a little 
short of cars, by millions and millions.” I was 
more than a little surprised to see it is not 
the hugely expensive cars that is sustaining 
the collector car market, but the sanely 
priced collector car. If you go to page 5 of 
this issue 

(continued on page 5) 
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After our two day journey up to Madras, Oregon 
last year, Al Seminatore and I had decided that we 
probably would not go that far again the in 2019. 
Then Al discovered that the Southern California 
Healey week was going to be at Temecula, Califor-
nia in early May for 2019 Al asked me if I wanted to 
go together with he and Pat to attend the festivities 
this year. Our thought was that it would only be a 
short trip so I was all for it.  We made our reserva-
tions, and paid the fees for the four day event.  

By Al living in Pahrump I thought it would be out of 
the way for me to go to Pahrump to load my car in 
Al's trailer. We agreed to meet them in Baker, Cali-
fornia, where I would load up. Early Monday morn-
ing on the 13th I took off for Baker. It was nice and 
cool which made for a beautiful 90 mile drive. Al 
and Pat (and Gigi, the poodle) were waiting in 
Baker with the ramp down ready for me to drive 
right in. We secured my car and took off for 
Temecula. 

At the hotel in Temecula, we discovered that the 
area for trailer parking was not exactly what we 
envisioned and Al had to do some real "truck driv-
ing" to get his big, long, horse trailer with our cars 
into the small parking area and leave room to get 
our cars out. It was close, but Al pulled it off. We 
checked into the hotel and then found the event 
"headquarters". We got registered with our name 
tags, car numbers, etc., then wandered out to the 
parking lot which was filled with Healey’s where I 
ran into folks I knew from previous Healey events.  
Later in the evening there was a social mixer with 
adult refreshments which we attended.  

Day 2 turned out to be a bad day for me. I had 
been having eye problems all the way down to the 
event due to allergies. I realized Tuesday morning 
that I was in for a trouble. Because of my eyes, I 
decided to forego the poker run as I was afraid I 

might have problems seeing the car in front of me. 
It was a good thing I stayed at the hotel. Al and Pat 
made the run, and after they had some confusion 
at the first stop about who had the cards, they 
made the rest of the run uneventfully until the last 
stop. The route took them to Lake Elsinore, which 
was no big deal in itself; until they discovered the 
road was uphill at a 26 percent grade. The road 

was not very wide and when coming down they 
had to pass a truck on its way uphill. The road was 
so narrow that Al could see a new paint job for his 
car in his future, but he lucked out and made it 
pass with no damage. Was I ever glad I did not go 
on that run with poor eyesight. 

Feeling a lot better the next day, I met Al and Pat 
for breakfast. We discussed the day's run up to the 
resort town of Julian in the mountains. We decided 
to travel together so we could blame each other if 
we got lost. Al took the lead for the trip up to Julian. 
I was not sure if his GPS was on, but he seemed to 
know where he was going. Arriving at Julian, we 
spent a delightful hour or so investigating the town. 
It is known for its apple orchards and old mines but 
is now just a tourist trap of sorts, but also home to 
Camp Stevens, a well respected Episcopal sum-
mer camp. We decided to take a different route 
going back to the hotel in Temecula. It had been a 
great, sunny, day to that point but rain was threat-
ening on the horizon. That evening the hotel was 
scheduled to put host a great barbeque with the 
tables all outside on the resort’s golf course. Of 
course the rain arrived just as we were finishing up 
the barbeque and returning to the hotel.  

The third day was the car show in Old Town 
Temecula. The rain was really coming down and I 
assumed the car show would be canceled, but the 
weather forecast stated the rain would quit by 
11:00 in the morning. I did not believe it but decid-
ed to go to the show anyway. Those attendees that 
had faith the rain would stop started for the show 
area to arrive at 11:00. By the time I drove the few 
miles to Old Town the rain had quit and the car 
was dry. After parking, everyone was taking the 
tops down then within ten minutes it started to rain 
again. Before I could get the top back up the rain 

AUSTIN HEALEY CONCLAVE 2019 
By Jim Shope, Photos as noted 

Author and Austin Healey owner Jim Shope arriving at the 2019 Austin-Healey Conclave 2019 

Not to be outdone by Jim, Al Seminatore proudly rolls into the Conclave in his “Big Healey” 
for the festivities 
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had quit again and it was dry without raining again. 
The rain “doubters” and a few stragglers continued 
to roll into the car show for about an hour, and it 
turned out to be a good showing with about forty 
cars in the reserved area. There was a banquet that 
night where the hosts did mention the folks that 
came from Northern California and from Las Vegas 
which still did not earn us a trophy. They announced 
that next year that their big Healey week is going to 
be in Lake Tahoe along with the West Coast Ren-
dezvous. There should be well over a hundred 
Healey’s in Lake Tahoe. Al, Pat and I decided we 

need to be there if all 
goes well. 

We had already loaded 
our cars, and decided 
we would head home 
after breakfast on the 
final day. Earlier a F-16 
fighter jet had crashed 
into a warehouse close 
to March AFB and the 

215 north was closed. We 
had to detour then and go 
north on the I-15 where it was 
bumper to bumper for what 
seemed forever. We finally 
broke out of the traffic jamb 
and made it to back to Baker 
almost on time. In Baker I 
unloaded my car and pulled 
up to get gas. Large bus with 
Chinese tourists were there to 

eat when they all came running up with their camer-
as pointing to the car and speaking Chinese asking 
what I assume was a request to take a picture. After 
a few minutes a young guy who was able to speak 
rudimentary English asked if he could sit in the seat 
and have someone take his picture. “Of course”, I 
said. Bad move. After that everyone wanted the 
same picture and I was there for another 15 
minutes. Finally I got away and made it home with-
out a problem. Good trip. 

The many Healey’s lining the streets of Temecula—Photo by Southern 
California Healey Club 

And then the rains came—Photo by Southern California Healey Club 

you will be surprised to see just how those 
cars under $30,000 are gaining in value. If 
you read the article from Hemmings, they 
say the price range that is growing the 
quickest is the $20,000 cars. 

So the next time you say “don’t worry dear, 
I am not buying this car as an investment…” 
you cannot, you must stop. This is not to 
say the collector car market is the place to 
park your millions, nor is it indicative of 
where the market will go in the near or long 
term future. It is great to tell your partner 
that that car that sits in the garage, leaking 
oil, demanding your spare time, and might 
start on a good day is not the pure money-
pit we have imagined them to be. Yeah! 

This is NOT investment recommendations, 
see your financial advisor for that. 

Take a look at the various graphs of the col-
lector car market, these graphs are as of 
August, 2019—  

Graphs from Total Investor/Blogspot on-line arti-
cle; “Classic Cars as an Investment”, Saturday, 
August 31, 2019  
 

EDITOR’S DESK 
(Continued from page 3) 
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Jaguar were never really an interest, they 
were kind of old, stogy cars, most sedans, 
big boxy cars since the E-Types. The engines 
were big, producing a fair amount of power 
and torque, but they had to be to move those 
chunks of iron. Jaguar had its moments in 
cars like the XJ-220, a beauty of style and 
performance. Why that supercar did not work 
is for another time. Then I acquired a 1998 
XK-8 which changed my perspective on Jagu-
ar. The XK-8 is still heavy, and the engine is 
somewhat dedicated to moving the car in a 
reasonable manner, not overly impressive at 
all. For driving around town it is great. Be-
cause it is a Jaguar, prone to those little ag-
gravating ‘glitches’ Jaguar is famous for 
(regardless of who owned the company) I 
realized assistance is needed in order to own 
the car, so off to Jaguar Forums I went. While 
cruising Jaguar Forum one day a posting 
caught the eye – the Jaguar Pirana. Jaguar 
did make great looking, impressive sports 
cars since the XK-E, just few knew it. 

Arguably there was a long spell of ‘stately’ 
vehicles produced by Jaguar in the half cen-

tury between the beginning E-Type produc-
tion in 1961 and the beginning of the F-Type 
production in 2013. There were a few, very 
few, exceptions. The XJR-15, of which a 
grand total of 53 were produced between 
1990 and 1992, sporting a 6.0L, V-12 putting 
out 450 horsepower with 420 pounds feet of 

torques reaching a top speed of 191 

miles per hours. Of course there was the 
wonderful XJ220 with 282 examples being 
manufactured from 1992 to 1994. These 
wonderful machines would rumble the ground 
with their 3.5L, V-6, producing 542 horse-
power and 475 pounds feet of torque while 
limited to 212.3 miles per hour. Also lost in 
the Jaguar shuffle was the Pirana, which had 
a production run of one, that is right – 1. Do 
note that Pirana is the spelling that the car 
was given, losing the ‘h’. 

The Daily Telegraph decided they would pro-
mote a car for the executive, the idea car for 
the automotive enthusiast, a dream concept 
car starting with the reality of existing parts 
and wrapped in the ideal skin. Promoted by 
the Daily Telegraph’s editor John Anstey, the 
car found its place in 1967 when Jarguar’s 
William Lyon’s supplied proven E-Type 2+2, 
chassis and venerable 4.2L six cylinder en-
gine and non other than Nuccio Bertone com-
mitted the design talents with the assistance 
of his chief stylist, Marcello Gandini. Bertone 
styled the Pirana in a five month period with 
the Jaguar long bonnet and sloping rear sug-
gesting the image of speed and elegant 
speed of the E-Type as fashioned by the 
hands of the Italian stylists. By October of 
1967, the Pirana (also known as the Bertone 
Pirana), found its way to a successful intro-
duction at the Earl’s Court Motor Show in 
London, then winding its way to Turin, Mon-
treal, and New York. The project spoke of the 
expression of “controlled speed”. 

 A CAT IN FISHES’ CLOTHING 
By Stanlet Pepalinsky, photographs by Karissa Hosek 

The 1967 Jaguar Pirana, styled by Bertone’s Marcello Gandini  

The rear 3/4 photograph of the Jaguar Pirana 

The Jaguar XK-E heart of the Pirana 

A very English interior completed the Pirana 

The front of the Pirana had a very ‘70’s feel to it 
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Editor’s & Author’s Note— I would like to 
thank Karissa Hosek for being kind enough 
to grant permission to use her photographs 
of the Jaguar Pirana with the BACLV SPAN-
NER. She originally photographed the Pira-
na for RM Sotheby’s and their Monterrey 
auction. 

Please take the time to visit Ms. Hosek’s 
website to see some fantastic photographs 
of amazing automobiles at 
www.karissahosek.com 

 

Though the skin of the Pirana was shaped 
by Bertone and Gandini showing the wisps 
of the Lamborghini Miura, the soul of the 
Pirana is pure British Jaguar. The Connelly 
Brothers leather interior, the arrangement 
of the gauges and certainly the steering 
wheel hub which still bore the marque of 
the Jaguar XK-E. The car also became a 
proud display of British automotive technol-
ogy with the use of air conditioning and the 
advanced AM/FM radio with built-in cas-
sette tape player. 

 

Following the motor show tour of the Pira-
na, the car found its way into a private col-
lection after being auctioned at a Sotheby’s 
sale in May of 1968. For some 43 years the 
Pirana remained hidden from view, experi-
encing various modifications including a re-
spray of British Racing Green, the air condi-
tioning removed and a rear seat put in, and 
a transmission change from the original 

four speed manual transmission to an auto-
matic transmission. The Pirana re-emerged 
in 2011 and was acquired by the last owner 
before the recent auction who restored the 
car to the original show-car condition. In 
2019, the Jaguar Pirana was then auctioned 
at RM Sotheby’s Monetary auction in Au-
gust for $324,000 (including fees).  

The engine access with the E-Type bonnet Direct evidence of the E-Type heritage 

Shades of Lamborghini in the exterior styling of the Pirana 

The full array of instrumentation laid out for the driver’s ease 
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The run started from the parking lot of the M 
Resort (for the Seminatores it started in 
Pahrump). A total of 12 cars (10 British and 2 
honorary British) and 19 people set off at just 
after 9:30 am on very nice Saturday morn-
ing. We drove down Las Vegas Blvd. to Jean 
and then via the freeway to Primm for a top-
off of liquid gold. Gas was just under $5/

gallon so it was applied sparingly. Some went 
in search of cheaper gas on the other side of 
the freeway only to come back and conclude 
the prices were part of a Communist plot.  

The journey continued down the I-15 to the 
Inspection Station, which generally waves 
vehicles through. One point to note when 
entering the Inspection Station, be aware of 
which lane has RV’s or box trucks in them. I 
changed lanes to avoid an RV but did not 
take note of the box truck that become the 
subject of an inspection. That required re-
versing backwards into traffic to go through 
in another lane. Once off the freeway it was 
pleasant 50-mile drive to Kelso Depot. 

Upon arrival at Kelso Depot there was a little 
excitement as Denie Hiestand discovered he 
had a fuel leak at his fuel pump. This was 
quickly diagnosed as a loose fuel line and 
was repaired on the spot. Jonas had a dis-
charge problem of the electrical kind as his 
alternator was only intermittently charging 
but in true pioneering spirit decided kept on 
going. 

We had lunch at the picnic tables in the De-
pot grounds and then had a look around the 
Train Depot museum. It had not changed 
that much from the last time we were there. 
People then departed at various intervals and 
made their own way back to Las Vegas. As 
one of the last leave it was pleasing to see no 
one parked on the side of the road at any 
point on the way back.  

KELSO RUN—2019 
By Simon James, Photographs as noted 

Our host for the wonderful run to Kelso, Simon 
James, who provided a beautiful day for us 

BACLV ready to launch from the M Resort 

The restored Kelso Station, a wonderful bit of history for California and the southwest 
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On the subject of lunch, there was a couple 
of decent looking real picnic baskets, Yogi 
Bear would have been in his element. I think 
the most British one was the Rooney’s, 
theirs was filled with all things British (beer, 
pork pies, and some spreads). They also had 
a Dalek bottle opener, what is more British 
than Dr. Who.  

Except for the freeway portion, it was a 
great drive in my opinion and the sort of 
thing our cars were designed to do, even if 
that design is 50+ years old.  

Denie and Shelley Hiestand celebrate. They re-
paired the fuel line in less then 10 minutes. Denie 
almost got the paddle—twice 

Jonas Payne brought his visiting Neita “Aunt Neen” Payne for the ride 
through the Joshua Forest and historic Kelso 
Station 

Brian Naas catches up with Shelley and Deni Hiestand while Jim Shope, Al and Pat 
Semintore, Aunt Neen find some lunch 

Dr. Shelley and Denie Hiestand finding their way to 
Kelso Station with few cares in the world, top down 
and the purr of the Big Healey 

Judy and Ron Stillwell, Aly Kennedy, and Margaret Klenk enjoy good conversation while 
Steve Kennedy and Simon James settle the world’s crisis in the background 
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Garage sales are, by nature, work, if you 
want a successful one. The car club, once 
again, proves that when various members 
are involved doing different jobs it makes 
everything easier for all. 

As boxes, bags, and arms full of things ar-
rived there was the inevitable treasure hunt 
as people looked, searched and attempted to 
organize. Overheard were “What is it” “Does 
it work” “How cute” and “Did you see”. 

 

Thank you, Dean, for the use of your tables. 
They made it much easier and nicer for or-
ganizing and presenting all the garage treas-
ures. Unfortunately, we did not find the spe-
cial book you thought might have accidently 
been included. 

The Friday night meeting and potluck was, as 
always, fun and delicious. It does prove that 
spending time preparing food does not mean 
that you’ll remember to put it out. Making a 
big bowl of potato salad and forgetting to put 

it out until Saturday means there are many 
meals with potato salad. Fortunately, the 
other club members remembered to bring 
their dishes. 

As we worked Friday night our neighbors 
started shopping and buying thus giving the 
sale a jump start. As usual, while members 
were setting up, they were shopping. Some 
things were pulled for future parties and gag 
gifts. 

Yes, garage sales are work, but, when staffed 
with friends they are fun. Like always, there 
was much talk, gossip, and exchange of tips 
and ideas for future events. As a car club 
event, this is one that your British car is not 
necessary for. Those who did show up in 
those British beauties attracted much atten-
tion. Daily drivers probably work better with 
a full trunk and potluck specialty dishes. 

CLOSET CLEANING 2019—THE BACLV 
ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 

By Dan and Carolyn Stillwell, photographs by Hap Polk 

The “Crew” busily at work getting the garage ready for the 2019 BACLV Garage Sale 

The ever congenial hostess, Carolyn Stillwell—
thank you 

...and Dan Stillwell, the other half of the 
hosts, is always there to help 

Once again this year, Jim Lefler is there to lend 
a hand  

Jonas Payne and Mitch Vamos unwrap, or may-
be wrap a thing-a-ma-bob for the sale 
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Many thanks to all who participat-
ed, who went through closets, 
brought their delicious specialty 
dishes, showed up to help organ-
ize and promote sales with cus-
tomers, and helped clean up. 
Many, many thanks to Rosie for 
getting an organization to pick up 
the leftovers which they did 
promptly. This enabled all those 
who stayed to the bitter end to 
leave without having to stop at a 
thrift store. 

It was our pleasure to host again 
this year. The club members are 
always enjoyable to be around 
which leaves us looking forward 
to future events. 

EDITOR’S NOTE—Please plan on 
attending the BACLV 2020 Garage 
Sale. It is a source of income for 
the club stretching over two days of 
fun and comminatory—plus you 
never know what you will come 
home with. 

Carolyn Stillwell and Sally McClary wondering where it will all go 

Nelda and Jim Lefler, Jonas Payne, Dan Stillwell and Sally McClary working hard  Dr. Shelley masters the bowls before tackling the garage 

Sally McClary, up for the Friday night challenge Michael Johnson and Jim Shope in deep discussion while Brian Naas, Denie Hiestand 
ponder 
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I was fortunate that I was born and brought 
up in rural New Zealand. From day one I was 
surrounded by all manner of machinery as 
New Zealand pastoral farming requires trac-
tors, balers, and all manner of machines. Of 
course, anytime you needed something you 
had to get in the car and drive to town and 
take the milk to the factory in the back of the 
truck every day. My first driving experience 
was around 3-4 years of age, sitting on my 
Dad’s knee, steering the model A Ford home 
from the dairy factory. The only problem was 
that between me and my Dad’s eyes was the 
newspaper he was reading that was picked 

up daily from the milk factory where it was 
delivered in bulk. I remember as the corners 
came up I would have to tell Dad there was a 
corner and he would look up from the news-
paper and say, “Yup, just turn it slowly…” so 
by the time I started school at 5, I was quite 
capable controlling vehicles.  
 
My other vivid memory was on the farm, 
driving the Farmall H’s and M’s and the Min-
neapolis Moline (MM) tractors. The MM was 
easy as it had a big hand clutch but the Far-
mall were more difficult as this 8 year old had 
to push the clutch pedal in with both feet to 
have enough weight on the clutch to get it in. 
It was a real balancing act to let the clutch 
out slowly without jerking the tractor or 

whatever else that was hooked on behind.  
Summer holidays were great as we got to 
drive the car from the homestead to the hay 
paddock to feed the hay crew. So the first car 
I actually drove was an American straight 6, 
1937 Pontiac, which was the family car at the 
time, I was probably around 8-10 years.  

I remember it was a huge thing when the 
family upgraded to a 1972 Mark II Zephyr. 
That was real modern to us kids from the 
1930’s Pontiac! 

Sometimes we had to drive the Zephyr and 
deliver the food to the hay crew so of course 
by the time I was 12-13 when we were out of 
sight from Dad, we learned to broadside and 
do 360’s in the hay paddock. So much fun! 
 
Got my driver’s license on my birthday at 15 
years of age as all us farm kids did.  

 
My first car at 16 years was a 1953 Morris 
Minor low lite. Only had it a month and in 
went a 3/4 race cam, twin SU carbs, and free 
flow exhaust. She could pull 85 mph and I 
got really good at replacing main bearings as 
I drove it so hard, I used to thrash it out 
every few months or so.  
 
Next was a 1957 105E Ford Anglia. Pulled it 
to bits. Put a flat head Ford V8 60 from an ex 
New Zealand champion Midget racer and 
mated the engine to an Austin Westminster 
gear box and overdrive unit. Same box as the 
big Austin Healey’s have. Added Mark II 
Zephyr MacPherson struts and Mark II 
Zephyr differential. Now that was a real 
hotrod. 135mph no problem! Unfortunately, it 
got wrecked when a lady came through a 
compulsory stop in New Plymouth (town on 
the west coast of the North Island of New 
Zealand) and wiped me out. Insurance did 
not pay out much. Four years work down the 
drain! 

 
Then I got an Austin Westminster 65 custom 
converted to a pick up. Beautiful machine. 
Drove it through my engineering 
apprenticeship. Same motor and gear box as 
our Austin Healey. Left it as is. Had it for 4 
years. Traded that in for a Mark III Ford 
Zephyr Zodiac then got married and traded it 
down for a VW Beetle. Left engineering and 
went back to dairy farming. Only had the VW 
for a year or so then traded that in for my 
first Fiat 125 special. That started my love 
affair with Italian engineering and cars.  
 

TALES OF A 70 YEAR OLD PETROL HEAD  
by Denie Hiestand, photographs by author  

Denie’s first “ride” the Farmall tractor 

And the MM tractor with the easier clutch 

The Hiestand family Pontiac  

The Hiestand family stepped out in their new 
1972 Mark II Zephyr 

Morris Minor; “drove it so hard I used to thrash it 
out every few months or so” 

The Austin Westminster 65  

Denie Hiestand with a few friends 
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As I moved up the farming ladder to farm 
ownership, and ended up with a 500-cow 
dairy farm and a large agricultural contract-
ing business, every tractor and car I had was 
Italian.  

After the 125 special I had 132’s, right up to 
the 2 liter model, Fiat V6 Chromer, Alfa Ro-
meo 164, and the last car I had in New Zea-
land was a big family Lancia. Drove them all 
like I stole them - sideways on every un-
sealed country road!  
 
Gave up on hot cars when I came to America 
as my health consultant and healing work 
dominated my life. Had a Chevy van, a 
Dodge pickup, a couple of Toyota Tundra, a 
BMW 7 series, and a Mercedes ML320.  

 
Two years ago I found 
a 1981 gold anniver-
sary Fiat 124 Spider 
numbered limited 
edition with only 
19,000 miles on it 
from new. Built a 
garage on the side of 
the house and started 
living my old teenage 
passion as my 
retirement gift to 
myself.  
 
Now we have two 
Austin Healey bug-
eye sprite race cars 
(white 1959, blue 
1960) and I am 
building up a 1976 
Lancia Montecarlo in 
Martini racing livery. 
This car has not run 
for 20 years but it is 
a full on race car that 
back in the day had a 
couple of SCCA 
championships. This 
has been an 8 month 
labor of love, getting 
this old girl race 
ready again. 
 
 

And of course, our red Mark II 1963 Austin 
Healey 3000. Shelley bought in memory of 
her deceased Mum. A classy, classic, beauty. 
Shelley’s favorite daily drive is her 2002 dark 
blue 911 Porsche which has a lowered after-
market European suspension and GT3 body 
kit. A hot little number, just like her! 
 
After 25 years of only having one common 
daily car we now have 7 vehicles between us. 
“Time to stop!” as Shala our CFO would say. 
Plus 2 Ducati motorcycles (a 1200 Multi Stra-
da and Shelley’s 821 Monster). And that is 
not counting a Ducati each and a Mercedes 
ML 350 waiting for us in a garage in Switzer-
land for our summer and winter fun in the 
Alps. 
 
Big garage sale when I die! 
 
People say you only live once, I say, you only 
die once! You live every day, so go live it! We 
certainly do!!!! 

Deni’s first love, the Fiat 125 Special 

The 1959, F-Production Frog-Eye Sprite at speed, under Denie’s successful piloting 

And the 1960 Austin Healey Sprite stretching its legs 

Denie and Shelley Hiestand with their lovely 1963 Austin Healey 3000, 
Mark II 

Lancia Montecarlo, getting to race, really cool in the Martini livery 
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Upcoming Events 

 

New member Bob Wiecek with his Jaguar F-Type R on the lawn in Pahrump  
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Want more BACLV updates and photos?  

Join our Facebook Group  

British Auto Club of Las Vegas  

(request to join group)  

Shope, Jim  7375 

Naas, Brian  6325 

Klenk, Pat  6050 

Williams, Charles  5975 

Dowden, Alfred  5375 

Kundr, David  4850 

Lefler, Jim  4300 

Richards, Vaughn  3725 

Wes all, Neal  3650 

Sandgren, Ron  3450 

Top 10 In Points Standings 
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British Auto Club of Las Vegas 
P. O. Box 90973 
Henderson, NV 89009 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

November 2019 

13th  BACLV Board Meeting. All Members are invited (and encouraged) to attend 
16th  Shelby Museum Tour 
24th  General Membership Mee ng 

December 2019 

7th  Holiday Party & Awards Banquet - Boulder City 
14th  An Evening at the Magical Forest at Opportunity Village 
.18th  BACLV Board Meeting. All Members are invited (and encouraged) to attend 

January 2020 

12th  Boulder City Cruise. More information to come 
15th  BACLV Board Meeting. All Members are invited (and encouraged) to attend 
18th  Sandy Valley Cruise. More information to come 
26th  General Membership Meeting 

February 2020 

8th  Poker Run and Brunch. A HOST IS NEEDED 
12th  BACLV Board Meeting. All Members are invited (and encouraged) to attend 
16th  Sweetheart Brunch. A HOST IS NEEDED 
23rd  General Membership Meeting 

March 2020 

7th  Tune and Tech. More information to come 
14th  St. Patty’s Day Rally and Brunch. A HOST IS NEEDED 
18th  BACLV Board Meeting. All Members are invited (and encouraged) to attend 
28th  Autocross Racing. More information to come 
29th  General Membership Meeting 


