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Mission Statement 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The 
Club promotes Information and 
networking and revels in the 
social elements of British car 
ownership. You don’t need to 
own an LBC (little British Car) 
to be a member, just love & 
admire them.  
 
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car en-
thusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events. We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are held 
at 9:AM on the last Sunday of 
each month at  
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will be 
noted in the Spanner and our 
website.  
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Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER is:  

 
1/2 page  $150.00 
1/4 page  $100.00 

Business card size  $75.00 
 

Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 
the SPANNER. Submissions are 
preferred in a non-formatted Word 
format, 500 to 1,000 words. Photos 
are also welcome and should be 
sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption 
descriptions. The deadlines are 
typically the 15th of the month 
prior. 

Cover:  

President’s Message 
By Jonas Payne 

Missed a Membership or Board Meeting?  
You can read the Meeting Minutes on the BACLV website in the Members Section.  

Email baclv1990@outlook.com for password 

       

Stephen Denham’s 1981 
Land Rover Series III as-
saulting the Rocky Gap 
Road in the Red Rock Rec-
reation Area. This is a San-
tana Factory built Land 
Rover licensed by Land 
Rover of the UK. 

2020 is here and the BACLV is off to a roaring start.  The first 
event of the year was last Sunday, our now annual run out to 
Boulder City, hosted by Aly and Steve Kennedy.  It was a gor-
geous day, but quite chilly in the early morning hours.  I had 
access to a few cars with tops and heaters, but where is the 
sport in that?  Why not take the Morgan 3 Wheeler? After all, 
my stupidity generally keeps me plenty warm. 

The Morgan 3 Wheeler is a pretty visceral and brutal machine.    
It demands your attention and forces your senses to react.  Between banging of the engine, the 
whining of the rear end and the wind noise at speed, it is deafening.  Usually driven in warm 
weather, it is very hot, and with no windshield, driving it is sort of like pointing a hair dryer in 
your face, but with the added benefit of small rocks and insects thrown in for fun.  It bumps, it 
bounces, and it darts with every imperfection in the road, it constantly threatens to destroy itself 
and its passengers if you are inattentive.  The view from the driver’s seat is quite good, although 
your eyes are a mere 30 inches or so above the ground, you get to look under large trucks.   
Like any other convertible, you are in the elements, so there is no filter on smells, other cars 
burning coolant oil or brakes, exhaust and fast food places.  Taste is similar, whatever you are 
smelling is typically right in your face, with the added benefit of the aforementioned rocks and 
bugs.  Almost always driven in warmer months, the experience of the Morgan has been very 
much like being grabbed, shaken and woken up.  The absolute antithesis of the typical modern 
car, and the prescription for being coddled and sheltered. 

Last weekend gave me the opportunity to experience the Morgan in an entirely different way, 
not better, not worse, still an absolute feast for the senses. 

Knowing that it was going to be right around freezing at departure time, I heavily insulated my-
self in heavy winter gear.  Long underwear, 2 pairs of socks, heavy gloves, sweater, hoodie, 
heavy jacket, wool cap, leather flying helmet and a wool scarf.  Sort of like Randy from “A 
Christmas Story”.  It was about as much as I could layer up and still move and fit into the car.  
The goal here is to expose as little of yourself to the icy wind as possible and to keep the wind 
from stripping the heat away from you. 

In typical fashion, I had the wrong rendezvous point, I was over 10 miles away at the M at de-
parture point, so I had inadvertently added to my exposure.  Admittedly, I was warm enough, 
and no harm was done other than a little wind burn on a narrow portion of my cheek and fore-
head that was exposed, as I had wrapped the scarf around everything but a narrow band for my 
eyes, and I had sunglasses for that.  I had expected to be brutally cold, but happily I was not. 

What I did not expect was how different driving the Morgan would be with my senses isolated in 
all that padding.  It was new, and it was really neat.  With all the padding, I didn’t feel the 
pounding of every pebble or crack in the pavement and the violent vibration of the engine.  
Through the gloves, the steering wheel didn’t threaten to whip out of my hands and the vibra-

 

Please see Presidents Message on page 5 
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Missed your Birthday or Anniversary  
or have the date wrong? Please email:  

membership@baclv.net so Membership can 
update the records .  

From the Editor’s Desk  
Pat Klenk  

Jan/Feb Birthdays Jan/Feb Anniversaries New Members 
 

January 
Anthony Cooper 

Daniel Smith 
Mike Hanley 

Bruce Mauser 
Greg Imming 

Milton Rosberg 
 

February 
Daniel Polis 

Shawn Patton 
Michael Johnson 

Loreen Lindahl 
Steven Scott 

Katrina Goodman 
Shelly Menser 
Pilar Wellbaum 

George McHarris 
Harlan Polk 

Kunal Mishra 
John Kindell 

Joel Goldberg 
Kevin Rooney 

January 
Mike & Linda Hanley 

Chuck & Melody Young 
Bryan & Amy Lawe 
Hap & Millie Polk 

 
February 

Bill & Pilar Wellbaum 
John & Marilyn McGaw 

January 1st, a new year and a time for 
change, well almost. Last year saw some new 
faces join the BACLV Board of Directors and 
some of the committees, with a few individu-
als shuffling around a bit.  This is the first 
year of staggered terms. The Treasurer and 
Secretary positions are now positions that the 
new officers assume on June 30 of the year, 
with the other positions beginning on the 
more traditional January 1st. Our hats off to 
Jane James and Dave Ogle, Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively. So even though Lisa 
Schneider and Dave Kunde were ‘elected’ to 
the board, their terms will begin July 1st. 

Dan Stillwell has taken on the BACLV website 
now for a number of months replacing Marga-
ret Klenk and has shown a superior adept-
ness at working with Wix, not the easiest 
host around. Should you have any thoughts 
or suggestions, corner Dan at a meeting and 
share your thoughts. The website is a con-
stant learning process that evolves with new 
innovations in technology and learned strate-
gies, so there is always room for exploration. 

This brings me to my friend Hap Polk. You 
often see Hap wandering around meetings 
and events with a black horn growing out of 
the middle of his forehead where eyes use to 
be. Mr. Polk was kind enough to add to his 
photographer duties that of co-editor of the 
Spanner for 2019. For 2020, Hap moved to 
the chair position of the Membership Commit-
tee relieving Bill Wellbaum who held it for ten 
years. As he assumes that position he will be 
leaving the co-editor’s position on the Span-
ner. Hap will still lend a hand on the Spanner, 
and I believe he would still be a contributor 
and photographer (along with AJ Dowden). I 
would like to thank Hap for the year of hard 
work, a great eye and providing superlative 

content to the Spanner for the benefit of the 
British Auto Club of Las Vegas. As Hap floats 
around those meetings and events with his 
Leica glued to his forehead, you might ex-
press your thanks for all he has provided 
who? You, the members of the BACLV. 

That being said, if you have an interest in 
joining in the production of the BACLV Span-
ner, I would love to have you as a co-editor 
and/or contributor. There are many ways to 
contribute to the club through the Spanner. 
Hap and I basically split the issues, alternat-
ing the editor’s chair from month to month. 
We could divide areas within the Spanner 
each month, or if you have any ideas, I am 
open. We use Microsoft’s Publisher (v.10) for 
the production so it plays well with the other 
Microsoft products like Word and Excel. It is a 
very easy program to use, so easy even I 
was able to learn it quickly. We can pass the 

drafts back and forth via Microsoft’s OneDrive 
(the cloud) so there is easy access there. The 
guidelines for the production are pretty easy 
and flexible, certainly open to change and 
discussion.  

The biggest reason for the Spanner can be 
found in the Mission Statement for the British 
Auto Club of Las Vegas (see page 2 of any 
Spanner for the last three years). We are 
about the British automotive experience. The 
cover page is dedicated to that  - British cars. 
Inside, all is fair game. About the only guide-
line is avoiding photographs of food; some-
how a burger and fries misses the point of 
the club. The people, the events, the meet-
ings, the scattering of greasy, grimy car 
parts, hey that is all us. 

Like to write, like to design, like the BACLV, 
give the Spanner a try. Ninety five percent of 
the time you can participate in your jammies 
(I don’t want to know, thank you). It is fun 
and creative. 

 

“If you don’t read the newspaper, you 
are uninformed. If you do read the 
newspaper, you are misinformed.” 

Attributed to Mark Twain, Thomas Jefferson or 
somebody, sometime 

Hap Polk, camera in hand, is the new Member-
ship Committee Chairperson 
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Land Rover has a long history in the United 
States as well as a storied and rugged mys-
tique around the world. It was this mystique 
that captured our attention first.   

We imported our Series III model Land Rover 
in 2016 in a 40 foot container surrounded by 
our furniture and belongings as we returned 
from living in Spain. The Land Rover was 
assembled in Spain in 1981 by the Santana 
Motor Company from a complete knock-down 
kit; all the parts needed for the vehicle were 
shipped in the “kit” from the Rover factory to 
Spain for assembly at the Santana factory. It 
was a “body-on-frame” construction. Most of 
the panels in the Series (1948 on) are an 
aluminum alloy as there was a shortage of 
steel when production started after the Se-
cond World War. 

Land Rovers were first sold in the US by 
Rootes Group Inc., an independent subsidiary 
of British Rootes Group, Inc., starting in 1949 
through 1958. The first launch of Land Rover 
in the US was at the British Automobile and 
Motorcycle show of 1950 in New York with 
the display of a short wheelbase (88 inch) 
Series I.  At the same time, and through the 
Rootes Group, Rover attempted to enter the 
US market.  Rover (owners of the Land Rover 
marque at the time) introduced the Land 
Rover “Series I” model to the United States 

at the show, and the P4 Rover. The “Series” 
models of the Land Rover eventually included 
the Series I, Series II, Series IIA and Series 
III. 

In 1958, Land Rover brought 
out the Series II and ended its 
relationship with Rootes 
Group, establishing the Rover 

Motor Company of North America, headquar-
tered in Toronto, Canada. The headquarters 
then moved to New York City in 1960.  

 A longer wheelbase (109 inch) model was 
introduced into the US in 1966 and Land Rov-
er became the first non-US manufacturer to 
introduce emissions controlled vehicles into 
the United States. 

In Spain, Santana Motor, SA, was licensed to 
produce Land Rover in Spain.  Santana while 
producing the Land Rover they continued to 
make various improvements based on its 
experience re-exporting the assembled trucks 
to Africa and Central America. Their versions 
of the Land Rover were often more advanced 
and reliable than their UK assembled equiva-
lents. Santana Motor replaced the Lucas 
gauges with Veglia Bressel, and fitted wind-
up windows.  

 

Our Land Rover was originally a farm vehicle 
and has the “Co - AYG” markings. “Co” being 
Cordoba, a province in Andalucia, and 
“agricultura y ganado” – agriculture and live-
stock. It has a 2.25l, 4-cylinder diesel engine 
derived from a 1957 2.1l displacement unit. 

It's slow, noisy and smoky. Top-speed, 
downhill with a following wind, is about 65 
mph. A more comfortable cruising speed is 

Land Rover in the USA 

By Stephen Denham, photographs by Stephen Denham 
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around 50 mph. I fitted an overdrive to make 
“high” speed cruising more civilized. 

The 4-speed, all synchronized, gearbox is 
coupled to a high-low transfer-box. The gear-
box design dates from 1937. Four wheel 
drive is engaged automatically when switch-
ing to low range, and can be manually select-
ed in high range. With the overdrive, that 
gives a theoretical 16 forward gears and 4 
reverse. Additionally, I fitted a rear Limited 
Slip Differential, the Land Rover Series and 
Defender models were not factory fitted with 
locking differentials. They had solid axles 
with leaf springs, no power steering, but it 

does have vacuum-assisted drum brakes. Its 
short wheelbase (88 inch), suspension, gear-
ing, and diesel engine make it extremely 
capable off-road, even compared to modern 
SUVs and trucks. With the Land Rover’s ca-
pabilities we enjoy our trips to the off road 
trails around Las Vegas. 

In 1967, Rover , the owner of Land Rover 
became part of Leyland Motors. Then as part 
of Leyland Motors, and Land Rover withdrew 
from the US market in 1974. Leyland Motors 
evolved into British Leyland and Land Rover 
Limited was formed in 1978. The Land Rover 
marque did not return to the United States 

until 1987, with the US launch of the Range 
Rover. The Defender model, successor to the 
Series models, sold in the US from 1993 to 
1997 when it became impossible to meet 
emissions and other regulations. The Defend-
er ceased worldwide production in 2016. 

An all-new Land Rover Defender is scheduled 
to return to the United States in 2020. It's 
ancestry to the original 1948 Series I is still 
detectable in the newest model. 

tion of the gearshift lever was muted.   

Through the cap, flying helmet and scarf, sounds were muted, and instead of having your ears beaten as if it a rock concert, I 
found myself able to concentrate and hear other sounds, like the exhaust of Brian Naas’s Spitfire and the hiss of my front tires as 
they rolled.   

I was able to concentrate a little more on the world around me, the Primrose Yellow E-Type had some sort of leak onto the ex-
haust, periodically putting out a puff of smoke each time it dripped.  Because of the scarf, every time I exhaled at low speed, my 
sunglasses fogged up, this was not an issue at speed however.  Because of my range of motion being diminished I used the mir-
rors more and was acutely aware of what was going on around me, paying more attention. 

The smell of wet wool from the scarf reminded me of winter days growing up.  I haven’t had a scarf on in probably 30 years.  
Wool makes a great filter, and the smell of diesel truck exhaust was noticeably reduced. 

Upon reaching our destination, breakfast seemed somehow better, the coffee was blissfully hot and bitter.  Interesting how fast 
your body burns calories to keep warm. 

All things considered, a wonderful and enjoyable morning.  I filled up under the light of a nearly full moon and then got to watch 
the sunrise, I gained an entirely new perspective on a car I have had for over 5 years and driven hundreds of times.  Most im-
portantly, I caught up with a bunch of good friends.   

President’s Message (continued from page 2) 
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The Forge Social House was, again, the ven-
ue for the BACLV Holiday Party and Awards 
Banquet, an event that brings out our club 
members and their families in force to cele-
brate the holiday season.  This event seems 
to draw members out of the woodwork, and 
it reminds us of the value of this little com-
munity of ours, bound by the love (well, 
maybe) of little British cars and fueled by a 
Board and committee members that work 
diligently throughout the year to come up 
with ways to keep this club chugging along.  
And so, another year comes to a close.   

The Forge provided the venue and the food, 
and the members provided the steady con-
versation and laughter in the background.  
While we waited for lunch, the club’s photog-
raphers, Hap and AJ, busied themselves with 
taking pictures – lots of them.  The venue 
provided a beautiful Christmas tree, and Hap 
Polk took pictures of anyone willing to pose 
for a picture in front of the tree – many took 
advantage of this opportunity.   

We also had Peter Szekeres, his wife Shelley 
and his family dressed in period clothing, and 
drove their Model T to the event.  The car 
was a big hit with the group, and some folks 

lined up to have their pictures taken in front 
of the car.  I heard that Peter took Christine 
Shope out for a spin around the block.  Ap-
parently the Szekeres were also participants 
in the SANTA’S ELECTRIC NIGHT PARADE 
taking place later in the day in Boulder City.  

At around noon, the much anticipated an-
nouncement “Lunch is served!” was heard, 
and everyone scrambled back to their seats  

 

to await their turn to fill up their plates.  It 
got surprisingly quiet. 

After lunch and dessert, we began the 
Award’s ceremony.  Jonas reminded every-
one of who our outgoing Board was, thanking 
them for a job well done; he gave a nod to 
committee members and we were all remind-
ed that the Club is only as good as those who 
volunteer. He recognized Jim Shope as 
“Member of the Year”, the member who 
amassed the most points in 2019.  The win-
ner receives their membership dues paid by 
the Club, and perhaps viewed as the booby 
prize, also receives the massive “Member of 
the Year” traveling trophy – which will now 
grace his garage until next year.   

With the official business of eating, chatting, 
and clapping over, we began the revered gift 
exchange.  Lots of bottles of booze traded 
hands, affirming the rumor that we are, in-
deed, a drinking club with a car problem.  
This part of the party really is fun to watch 
from a distance – there appeared to be quite 
a bit of strategy involved in stealing the gifts 
– just the right gift from the right person 
brought both moans and guffaws.  Each year, 

some poor member chooses the 
best gifts, only to have them stolen 
not once, not twice, but countless 
times.   This year, Skip found him-
self at the table unwrapping gift 
after gift, only to have them swiped 
moments later.   And, Each year 
there is a gift that is noteworthy.  
This year, it was a pair of giant, and 
I mean jolly-green giant sized, 
“onesies” with emoji’s on them.  
Something tells me we will see at 
least one pair next year. 

A big thank you to:  the Committee, 
Pat Kunde and Kate Payne; to Pat 
Klenk who painstakingly put togeth-

BACLV 2019 HOLIDAY PARTY 
By Margaret Klenk, photographs by Hap Polk and AJ Dowden 

Jim Oswald, Dean Barnes and Fran Majoran find 
the lunch tasty in between breaks in conversa-
tion 

Bill Wellbaum and Brian Naas find a little time to 
catch up 

Derek Schneider and Jonas Payne share a laugh  

Shelley and Peter Szekeres with their children arrive in their Model T Ford 
Kim Martin, Julie Dow and Lisa Schneider having a good chat during lunch 
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er a presentation that highlighted the years’ 
events, complete with music; to Hap and AJ 
who are always at the ready with their cam-
eras, and everyone else who pitched in to 
help me find my reading glasses and kept 
me hydrated.   

 

Holiday Party 2019 (continued from page 6) 

The family Shope—Sandy, Jim, Christine and Uly 

Vaughn Richards and Cleone Johns 

Photographer AJ Dowden and friend 

Fran Maioran and Dean Barnes 

Pat Kunde and Margaret the very serious hosts Bill and Pilar Wellbaum 

Fran Maioran, Jim Oswald and Carolyn Stillwell 

Christine Shope goes for a ride in Pete Szekeres’ 
Model T Ford 



 

WWW.BACLV.net  

Page 8 - January 2020 

Dan and Carolyn Stillwell 

Jane and Simon James Steve and Aly Kennedy 

Pat Kunde, Kate Payne and Margaret Klenk 

Dave and Clara Ogle 

Michael Johnson and Jim Oswald ponder life 
Jim and Nelda Lefler 

The Board (L to R): 
Secretary -Jane James (until 
June) 
Treasurer—Dave Kunde 
(begins July) 
Secretary—Lisa Schneider 
(begins July) 
President—Jonas Payne 
(January) 
Member at Large—Gary Mar-
tin (January) 
Treasurer—Dave Ogle (until 
June) 
Vice President—Rosie Johnson 
(Past) 
Vice President—Charles Wil-
liams (Not Shown, January) 
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It has been said that for some reason the first 
run of the year is always unseasonably warm 
and we have kept a tradition of going to Boulder 
City. This year Mother Nature broke with tradi-
tion, it was Cold but we still headed to the same 

area. A portion of hardy stock membership met 
up at the Fiesta sign to caravan out. It was a 
good mix of classics, modern sport cars and of 
course a 3 wheeled Morgan. Jonas looked like 
Nanook of the North or maybe the kid in a 
Christmas story so bundled up you could not 
recognize him. Jonas knows how to do Cold bet-
ter than I and can be counted on for any fun on 
4 or 3 wheels as always. We joined up with 
some others in the club at The Coffee Cup for a 
total group of 16. They did a good job to take 
care of us despite they do not take reservations 
and I think we just beat the Sunday rush. This 
place does good Bloody Mary’s and I love the 
Chili Verde omelet which has been featured on 
Diners, Drive ins and Dives for good reason. The 
conversation and camaraderie were great as 
always and the staff had to chase us out of there 

so they could seat new customers. Af-
terwards, a few of us made the short 
drive around the corner to Hemenway 
Park on the way to the lake to look for 
big horn sheep that frequent the area. 
It would have been amazing to see a 
herd of 40 but there were only two this 
day for some reason. This is like fishing; 
I don’t need to catch a record but hate 
to get shutout. That being said these 
two ewes were beautiful creatures and 
we could get about 30 feet away with-
out disturbing them. In the end the 
weather was still sunny and pretty nice 
for this time of year and a great way to 
start what I am is going to be another 
great year with the BACLV. 

RUN TO BOULDER CITY COFFEE CUP 
By Steve and Aly Kennedy, photos by Aly Kennedy and Pat Klenk  

A study in opposing forces—Morgan 3-Wheeler and Jaguar E-Type Coupe sharing a curb in Boulder 
City—Photo Pat Klenk 

Kelley Tourek, Jim Shope, Aly and Steve Kenne-
dy, and Orloff wait in the chill to start the run 

Jonas (Nanook) Payne, we think that was him in their 

Lisa, Kelley, Aly, Steve Charles, Orloff find it cold, Brian Naas is looking frozen with very little heat 
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The Boulder City “Line-Up” 
Steve Kennedy is all smiles about the  Chili Verde omelet, Jim Shope is 
pondering ,Kelly Tourek and Orloff join in—Photo by Pat Klenk 

Time for the Big Decision Jonas, but then when frozen, Charles Williams, Dean 
Barnes, Bill Hurley, Mike and Linda Hanley and Margaret Klenk all await, photo by 
Pat Klenk 

Orloff, a visitor, brought his beautiful ‘70 Jaguar E-Type Coupe  British and not-so-British cars ready for the trip to Boulder City and breakfast at the 
world famous Coffee Cup 

Some of the Big Horn sheep a few adventurous souls visited after the 
Coffee Cup breakfast—photograph by Aly Kennedy 
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BACLV CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: 

Advertise your British vehicle related items here.  For BACLV members a 3 month listing is free 
of charge. Please supply title of advertisement, items, conditions, photographs if appropriate 
and contact information. Allow a minimum of one week prior to publication for submission of 
advertisements (The Spanner attempts to go to the printers on or around the 15th of every 
month). 



 

WWW.BACLV.ORG  

Page 12 - January 2020 

British Auto Club of Las Vegas 
P. O. Box 90973 
Henderson, NV 89009 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

January 2020 

19th  2020 Planning Session ‐ MacKenzie River Pizza, City Na onal Arena 

26th  General Membership Mee ng ‐ Wildhorse Golf Club 

   

February 2020 

8th  Poker Run 2020 ‐ Hosted by Charles & Jeri Williams 

12th  BACLV Board Mee ng ‐ Loca on TBD 

  NO General Membership Mee ng in February 

   

March 2020 

3rd  Tune & Tech ‐ Loca on TBD 

14th  Annual St. Patrick's Day Rally ‐ Watch Website for More Informa on 

18th  BACLV Board Mee ng ‐ Loca on TBD 

28th  BACLV Autocross ‐ Details to come, watch the website 

29th  General Membership Mee ng ‐ Wildhorse Golf Club 


