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What’s going on under the bonnet……. 

 Nevada Highway Patrol  & Me. 

By Sandy Lashua in an interview with Troopers Chelsea Stuenkel and Jason 

Buratczuk 

 I sat down with Troopers Chelsea Steunkel and Ja-

son Buratczuk at the Highway Patrol Southern Command center.  

Both Troopers are Public Information  and education Officers, and both are 

fully qualified and seasoned Troopers that drive cars and carry guns.  They gave me a 

tour of the facility and told me about what the Highway Patrol does.  Their duties encompass 

much more than most citizen know.  To begin with, the Nevada Highway Patrol has complete 

jurisdiction in the State of Nevada.  That means  they can enforce the laws or assist citizens 

anywhere in the state, not just the   highway.  There are over 200 Troopers on duty in South-

ern Nevada and about the same amount in Northern Nevada,  Today I got to watch 10 new 

Troopers get their cars.  The “joke” around the station today was “Its Christmas”!  As each 

new Trooper reveled in the “Package” brought by NHP Santa (a car with all the accessories).  

A Trooper keeps his vehicle 24/7 and he or she takes it home everyday.  If there is a  prob-

lem, mechanically, they contact Steve Kennedy or a member of Steve's staff.  But changing 

tires and keeping it clean is the Troopers job.  These men and women are on call all the time, 

so when called to duty, they are ready.  No one is allowed to ride in or drive the NHP  vehicle 

except the trooper or a person in his control or the NHP mechanic.                                                  

 There are many divisions of the Highway Patrol.  The NHP is actually the  Nevada 

Department of Public  Safety.  One division is the Governors Division.  One Trooper is as-

signed to transport  and protect the Governor. Other Troopers handle Protection details for 

dignitaries and VIP’s,  participate in motorcades and control roads  when the president 

comes to town.  There is a division for education (as the 

one Trooper Steunkel and  Buratczuk are in) they attend 

Bicycle Rodeos to promote bicycle safety, schools and 

other  community  events.  

Continued on page  7 

Trooper Stuenkel 
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     Mission Statement 
 

 The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts  dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. 
The Club  promotes  Infor-
mation and networking and 
revels in the social   elements 
of British car    ownership.   
You don’t need to own an 
LBC (little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire 
them. 
  Club members, prospective 
members and British car     
enthusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.  Membership    Meet-
ings are held at 9:AM on the 
last Sunday of each month at  
Wildhorse Golf Club, 2100 
Warm Springs Rd.       Hen-
derson, 89014.  Any  change  
in  location  will  be noted on 
our website:  www.baclv.org  
During our meetings, we will 
discuss events and activities, 
swap Lucas stories, exchange 
advice on repair problems and 
enjoy socializing with one  
another. 

BACLV 

   Board of Directors—2016   

  President -   
Bill Wellbaum 

Wcwellbaum@cox.net 
 

Vice President & Events 
Sandy Lashua 

cwlashua@aol.com 
 

  Secretary -  Jane James 
kiwican@embarqmail.com 

 
  Treasurer -   

Laurie Rosenau 
imanageproperty@yahoo.com 

 
  Officer at Large - Jim Oswald 

Jgreenozzie@yahoo.com 

 

   Appointed Positions—2016   

  Newsletter  Sandy Lashua 
   cwlashua@aol.com 

 
  Tech Editor & Liaison 

Ron Couturier       
   roncouturier78@gmail.com 

     
  Webmasters - Margaret Sharp 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 

Mail correspondence to:   
 

 BACLV 
   P. O. Box 90973 
   Henderson, NV     

89009-0973 

 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

Share your articles, information and ideas!  
Submit your  article to the Spanner Editor by 
the 6th of the month.  The Editor  reserves the 
right to edit anything that is submitted.  Copy-
righted material will not be accepted without 

written approval from the original author.   

Celebrating Our Members in September 

 

If your name is in BLACK, I do NOT have a photo of you to put in the 

Spanner. Please see me or send  me an appropriate photo to publish.  

September 2016 

 Editors Notes ~ Sandy Lashua Spanner Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/2/Tim Erwin            

9/3 Jennifer Shiffrar                       

7/ Sue Rowe                           

9/ 9 Francoise Baker                     

9/11 Alan Bowmen                     

9/27 Deborah Maden 

 

September Anniversaries 

4/  Hank & Andrina Spangler 

29/ Kenneth & Francoise Baker 

Happy Belated 

Birthday to Jane 

James! 7/24. 

Here is a Brain teaser for you. 

Think you know the answer? 

Check out page 5  to see if you 

are correct. 

Squeeze your brain 

1   3 5   

2   4  ? 

But the answer in not 6 

I came across something fun last week              

and thought I’d share it with you.   

Alan 

http://www.baclv.org/
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Garage Sale & Pot Luck 
 October 28 (6pm ~ 9pm) &  29 (7am ~ 1pm)                    

Hosts are Harold and Claudia Albrecht 

 

 

So brew up your best cauldron of batwing stew or eye of newt appetizers                  and 

prepare your donations for the garage sale. 

Now is the time to begin sorting out those old clothes from winter and the treasures                    

in the closets and storage units. 

Mark your calendars for Halloween weekend.  Watch for more         re-

minders in the Spanner and email.                        This is the only 

BACLV sponsored fundraiser all year.   

                

September 2016 

The Theme for this year is Halloween! 

For more information contact Sandy Lashua at: 

cwlashua@aol.com 
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2004 Mini Cooper  Monte Carlo anniversary Edition  

Only 1000 made for the USA.                                       This is number 977 with 
a signature plaque. 

One owner, new A/C, good tires & brakes.  Regularly Serviced. 6 Speed             Super-
charged.  68,500 miles         

 

REDUCED!!! $10,000.  

Contact Steve Kilgour 702 260-1503                

Steven.Kilgour@aol.com 

 

September 2016 

See Steve Kilgour's article on page 10 
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Did You Know??? 

 The Lotus Seven was produced by Lotus Cars from 1957 to 1972.  Some 

sources say 1956 was the design year and other sources also have the last year of 

production as 1973. 

 Caterham (pronounced: CAY-Ter-um) bought the rights and marketed both built 

and fully assembled cars based on the original design. 

 AJL 

September 2016 

 

Here is the answer to the Brain Teaser 

on Page 2 
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Mobil Oil’s PEGASUS                                        
By Sandy Lashua 

 

I was always a “Daddy’s Girl”. 
  As a kid I went everywhere I could with my Dad.  Wherever he went, I was his shadow. I really liked 

going to the gas station when he needed to fill up.  That strong clean smell of  gas in the 1950’s still lingers in 

my mind today.  I remember sitting behind the wheel, pretending to drive, smelling the gasoline and gazing up 

at the “Flying Red Horse” perched above the roof of the gas station on Prairie Avenue in Hawthorne, California. 

Those were the days when men in white uniforms filled the tank for you. They checked the water, the oil and 

washed the windows too.  That was also a time when smoking around the pumps was considered a manly thing 

and not a hazard. 

 Things change and history is forgotten.  It wasn’t until a few years ago that I was made aware that the   

company that used to have that iconic red Pegasus as its logo was now Mobil Oil.   

How did I miss that?  It started back in 1911 when the New York  Vacuum Oil Company 

of Rochester New York,  (a subsidiary of South Africa Vacuum Oil) trademarked the Red 

Pegasus logo.  Hiram Everest  successfully built a business of  petroleum lubricants for 

horse drawn carriages and steam engines. These  petroleum products were based around 

an 1869 patent for the product. This was one of the first companies to produce petroleum 

products of this kind. The first logo was a stylized red gargoyle  Everest used to    adver-

tised his products.  

 Due to the growth of the automobile industry, by 1931 the Vacuum Oil Company  now included Pegasus 

Spirits and Mobilgas. Later, Vacuum Oil and Standard Oil of New York (SOCONY)  joined to become Socony-

Vacuum Oil Company.  The new company adopted the familiar trademark of the Red Winged Horse as does 

Magnolia Petroleum, an affiliate in Dallas, Texas.  In 1955 the company changed its name to just Socony Mobil 

Oil.  Then in 1966 it  became simply Mobil Oil.   

  

 Although the familiar logo is gone from the modern gas stations, The Flying 

Red Horse still flies!  In 1922 at a cost of a whopping $4 million, the Magnolia  Build-

ing, a 400 foot tall building was constructed in Dallas, Texas to be the     headquarters 

for the Magnolia Petroleum Company. It has 29 floors, seven elevators and even air  

conditioning.  In 1934 a bright red neon 35x40 foot  Pegasus illuminated the sky from 

the top of the Magnolia Building.  After many years, the building fell into disrepair and 

the neon burned out.  In the late 1990’s a Denver based developer   restored and trans-

formed the Magnolia into a luxury 330 room hotel. Then a group of patrons raised 

$600,000 to bring the neon Pegasus sign back to life. 

 So if you are a little nostalgic over the Red Pegasus, you can see it proudly 

flying over the City of Dallas atop the old Magnolia Building.  

 

 

By the way ~ as a nod to the Pegasus logo,  the “o” in the modern “Mobil”  is red. 

Pegasus atop the Magnolia Building 
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 There are special units such as the ICE (Interdiction team), that works with drug dogs and  State 

and  Federal officials.  There are Troopers that work with US Marshalls, VIPER division handles cases of 

auto theft.  There is the Fatal Detail that investigates fatalities involving vehicles or pedestrian/vehicle 

accidents.  Besides the patrol cars, there is also a division that is on motorcycles and in trucks.  The 

Troopers in trucks patrol for large semi-tractor trailers and other large vehicles.  The NHP has a very big 

mobile command center with state-of-the-art equipment, computers, communications and  other tech-

nical wonders available to the Troopers.  As well as  personal comforts for the Troopers and      Techni-

cians who work inside this vehicle.  I could live in something that large!  

 I often see more than one NHP vehicle on the highways and asked if they travel in two’s.  The an-

swer surprised me, but made sense ~ they work in Squads in assigned areas.  So what I was seeing was 

a squad patrolling an area that usually has a high traffic volume or problems.   

 To become a trooper you must have a clean background (locally, state and by the FBI), be of 

sound mind and body.  Most troopers already have a college education before they apply.  The academy 

for the NHP is a full six months and then probation for another year.  Once you become a “Trooper” you 

are not turned out on the street alone.  You are under the supervision of another trooper for a period of 

about six months. The new troopers that I saw today (getting their vehicles) don’t get to drive them yet.  

Their supervising Trooper will drive and they will assist. (That’s like getting an ice cream cone and 

watching someone else eat it for you).  These new troopers will be fully trained and have all the     confi-

dence they need when they are finally on their own. They know that they have earned the right to be 

there to help the public when called upon. 

Each trooper is issued a Sig Sauer P229 .40cal pistol. They may carry their own gun as long as it is on 

the list of approved side arms. Each vehicle has a shotgun and a rifle. And of course, there is the vest, 

handcuffs,  and other incidentals.  

I asked what some of the misconceptions are with the NHP.  Some people believe that the NHP only has 

jurisdiction on the highways (they believe that once the offender leaves the freeway they are “safe” ~ not 

so!).  They are often confused with North Las Vegas or Henderson (who also wear blue uniforms) or even 

Metro.  Some citizens refer to them as “AAA with a badge” since they are often seen helping stranded 

motorists.   

Steve giving new Troopers 
their cars  

  ↓ Steve 

Continued from page 1 

Vehicle line up 

Continued on page 8 
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  Steve ~ When we walked into Steve's “office” (Garage) I was very impressed.  Steve was in   com-

mand of his staff and the work area.  Any man would be envious of the tools and equipment available for 

this crew of expert mechanics.  Unlike your typical garage, all of Steve's staff had clean uniforms and 

hands.  These were professionals and the cream of the crop!  The floor was free of grease or other spots. 

( I have seen some restaurants that could use Steve's help) 

    

The dispatch center was an impressive room.  It is about the size of the banquet room where we meet.  

Half of the room is Nevada Highway Patrol and the other half is utilized by the Department of    Transpor-

tation.  The north wall was covered with enormous monitors that displayed various parts of the high-

ways and traffic.  (I was not allowed to take photos in the dispatch room for security reasons).  I could 

see at that time the 215 was congested (oops, got to find an  alternate route home today).  There was an 

accident on I-15, and another traffic jam on the 95.  I learned that the cameras monitor everything 24/7, 

however the persons operating the traffic cams only have the ability to take still photos.  No video of ac-

cidents or recordings.  But don’t think you are getting away with an infraction, there are over 50  people 

watching our streets and highways.  If they witness something illegal or an accident, they can contact a 

Trooper in that area to respond. Although the Highway Patrol does NOT have the ability to change the 

traffic signals to their advantage, emergency vehicles (Fire, Ambulance and the local Law enforcements) 

do have that capability.  

 The NHP Southern Command is open for tours by appointment.  Troopers Stuenkel and Buratczuk are 

there to answer questions and tell you all about the Nevada Department of Public Safety.  

Continued from page 7 

Highway Patrol Southern Command Office 

4615 West Sunset Road, Las Vegas, Nevada 89118 (702) 432-5277 
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 Smooth Riding Memories ~   

By Sandy Lashua and contributions from BAC Members 

 I remember my first car, a dingy white 1960 Ford  Falcon, 

manual transmission, Moon hubcaps and a decent interior,  I only had 

the car for eight months before the clutch went out on a snowy winters 

night in Montana.  There was a bad snow storm and the snowplow  hadn’t yet 

made its way to the part of the highway where I was stranded. That was my saving grace! Because 

the angel driving the snow plow, a weathered old road worker who smoked cigars, towed me thirteen 

miles to my rural home, a ten acre farm outside of town.  It was out of his way, but that’s what people 

did in rural Montana back then.  Instead of fixing the clutch, we sold the car to a high school kid who  

loved to work on mechanical things and I bought one of the first Ford Pintos to come  to Kalispell,  

Montana. It was bright red, with a hatch back and two doors.  I was driving in style! I later learned that 

the  kid who bought my car “souped” it up and repainted it. He used it through high school and then 

col- lege.  He became a big time lawyer in Montana and as of 20 years ago, still had the car.  

I wondered if his kids used it for their “rides” 

I decided to ask a few BAC members if they had fond—or not so fond– 

memories of their first ride.  Here are a few ~ 

From Longtime BAC member Dick Levan ~ 

 My first car was a 1940 “Woody” station wagon.  As soon as I  

started pecking away on the keyboard to write this story,  I realized that it must 

have made quite a favorable impression on my feeble brain. Why else would I have a picture of a twin 

on my desk next to a somewhat similar model that I purchased at a flea market? 

 Of course it was really my parent’s car but since we lived in the  country it was convenient for 

my dad to allow me to have it as soon as I attended high school.  He had tired of the task of    deliver-

ing me to my three years at junior high. 

 Dad had ordered Woodie from Lee Heffner Ford and when it arrived Lee called dad to visit the   deal-

ership to inspect it.  There was a tiny scratch on one fender and Lee offered a replacement, as was 

common practice in those days, but dad nixed that idea and we headed home. 

 This added an additional vehicle to my “keep the cars clean responsibility” but my reward was 

that I could drive it on the property and on the highway as soon as I passed my drivers’ test and    

received my license. 

 When I drove it to high school the A, B, and C gas rationing stickers caught everyone ’s   atten-

tion as would have been true even if my car had been some non-descript clunker. I was never certain 

how many of my classmates would have befriended me sans those three badges. 

 Many years and many miles later dad and I had enough confidence in its reliability factor that we in-

vited a family friend to go with us on a big game hunting trip to Canada.  Not just over the border but 

way up to Reddit, North Western Ontario, a whistle stop on the trans-Canada rail line.  North of the 

line we could include moose to the hit list.  On the final few miles south of the town I  needed to  per-

form a Rube Goldberg fix to the loose fuel pump and we limped into town in search of the Ford deal-

er.  A week later we were homeward bound with the carcass of the trophy buck draped over the front 

fender.  The only incident on this final leg occurred when a rear tire gave up with a BANG! Oh yeah 

the spare is mounted on the tailgate that was down to contain the excessive load. 

Smooth Riding Memories  Continued on Page 10 
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A “Greek” Story By Steve Kilgour 

 Sandy and I were working at the same firm in Athens, Greece in 1977 when 

we decided that it would be nice to get a car so we could get around at weekends as 

apposed to having to use taxis all the time.  Hence the “Panzer” became out first car  togeth-

er.  It was aptly named by us as it was as solidly built as a German Panzer tank. 

 The car was a Fiat 1100D (early 1960’s) which we purchased for $500.  It was ice blue, three 

speed column change, red leather reclining seats, four doors, (but one of the rear doors had a locking 

problem so passengers had to slide across the back seat as we instructed them that the other door was 

EMERGENCY EXIT ONLY! 

 The piece de resistance was that the car had a record player mounted under the glove box!  

That made us go out and search for a 45 (rpm) record to see if it worked.  Lo & behold it played perfectly 

bouncing along Greek country  roads.  (We had never seen a record player in a car, it was probably 

worth more than the car!) 

 We soon learned the temperament of the vehicle, it had a mind of its own.  We always had to 

park on a downward slope of a hill behind out apartment as we were never sure if it would start in the 

mornings and a rolling jump start would be necessary.  Sandy was always threatening it that she would 

sell it if it didn’t start. 

 We had one friend the Panzer really did not like and he would always have to push her at some 

point. 

 We made one major trip to a friends wedding way up in the mountains.  My local  mechanic was 

so horrified that we intended to make it there and back in this car that he checked all the brakes and 

anything else he could before we set off. (I don’t think he expected to see us again).  As you know we 

made it, but not without some lady driving into the side of it while it was parked.   When we asked for 

her insurance she was outraged that we would tell her that the door needed repainting on such an old 

car.  Anyway we got her to pay for the painting of the door, which came back from the shop a different 

color, complete with a paint drip. (It added to the character to the old girl).   

 We actually used to go out to the islands on the ferry boats and sleep on the reclining seats on 

the beach.  That saved hotel costs in those days. 

 When we left in 1981 to go to work in Egypt we sold the car but I like to think that even now 

somebody is keeping the car  running in some village in Greece. 

      Old Panzers never die,  they just keep rolling along! 

Steve ~ circa 1970’s~ and “Panzer” 
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September  Events Schedule 

11th ~ Mountain View Brunch in Pahrump   

Hosts ~ Pat & Al Seminatore 

14th ~ Board Meeting TBA 

23 ~ 25 Concours d’ Elegance               at the 

Red Rock Casino,                 Jim Oswald is the 

liaison for this event. 

24th  WURSTFEST in Boulder City             Al 

Bowman is the liaison for this event 

25th  General Membership Meeting 

30th ~ 10/1 VARA ~ Shootout in the Desert       

Al Seminatore is the Liaison for this event. 

October  Events Schedule 

8th Boy Scout Rally              Host: Sandy 

Lashua  

12th Board Meeting TBA 

21 ~ 23 SOLVANG                    Hosts Andrew 

and Sandy Lashua 

28 & 29th GARAGE SALE & POT LUCK        

Harald and Claudia Albrecht are the Hosts       

See Page 3 for exciting details 

30th  General Membership Meeting   

October 31                 

is  Nevada  Day 

PRESIDENTS MESSGE                                  Bill Wellbaum  

    SEPTEMBER, 2016 

   I wanted to publicly thank Pat Klenk and Kunal Mishra for sharing 

their personal thoughts about the British cars in their lives.  Next month 

we will be entertained by the musings of Jonas Payne and the following 

month by Jim Shope.  I have not had one single member tell me they did-

n’t agree with the idea of strengthening the automotive aspects of the Club 

and lessening the time spent on the social side of things.  A re-balancing of the priorities. So-

cial events are important but let’s not forget who we really are—a British Auto Club.  The 

LBC’s are, after all, the ties that bind us together.  Note—The current lineup of ‘guest speak-

ers’ takes us up through the September meeting.  

Give some thought to putting together a half hour of  remembrances of your time (s) with 

British cars and let me know if you are ready to get in front of your Club mates.  I 

asked Julie Dow if she thought Ibsen would have agreed—she said “Yes, absolutely.”  

After all, Ibsen was the consummate British car guy.  I miss him a lot.  John Walker 

was too.  I really miss them both. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Events schedules are posted  one to two months in advance.               Events, dates, 

times or locations are subject to change.  Please contact Sandy Lashua for updates. 

Cut along the dotted lines and post in a convenient spot. 

September 2016 

BW 
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