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Cover: Early morning ride through Red Rock. Photo by Hap Polk

MISSION STATEMENT
The British Auto Club of Las Vegas con-
sists of British Car owners and enthusi-
asts dedicated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The Club 
promotes Information and networking 
and revels in the social elements of 
British car ownership. You don’t need 
to own an LBC (little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire them. 

Club members, prospective members 
and British car enthusiasts are encour-
aged to attend our meetings and events. 
We discuss events and activities, swap 
Lucas stories, exchange advice on repair 
problems and enjoy socializing with one 
another. 

Membership Meetings are held at 
9:AM on the last Sunday of each 
month at 

The Wildhorse Golf Club  
2100 Warm Springs Rd.  

Henderson Nevada 

Any change in location will be noted in 
the SPANNER and our website. 
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President’s Message
By Jonas Payne

Consider submitting an article to the 
SPANNER. Submissions are preferred in a 
non-formatted Word document, 500 to 
1,000 words. Photos are also welcome and 
should be sent separately in .jpeg format, 
with appropriate cut line/caption descrip-
tions. The deadlines are typically the 15th 
of the month prior.

Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in The SPANNER is: 

1/2 page $150.00  
1/4 page $100.00  

Business card size $75.00 

Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club 
of Las Vegas receive a member’s discount .

For Christmas my kids got me a “Far Side” comic collection by 
Gary Larson. One of my personal favorites is a comic of 2 de-

mons in hell, surrounded by flames and suffering folks and one 
guy who appears to be perfectly content with his surroundings 

and the caption “You know, We just aren’t reaching that guy”. That one seems really 
telling right now.

With any luck, by the time you read this, the heat wave will be over. As I am writing this, 
the thermometer in the shade is my back yard is reading 116 degrees F. The forecast is 
6 more days with a high temperature between 110 degrees and 114 degrees, which will 
break records for consecutive days over 110 degrees that have stood for 80 years. The 
interior of my car was registering 134 degrees when I got in to drive home from work 
today. Dry heat my ass. It’s hot heat.

I have been checking the days off my calendar. Not all of them mind you, but all of the 
vacation days I had planned on spending with my family on the East Coast, the Big Bear 
trip hosted by the James’s, which they still graciously hosted (Kate and I were unable to 
attend) and the one I was most looking forward to this year, Triumphfest. To add insult to 
injury, they went ahead and canceled next year’s Triumphfest, too. Planning one of these 
large national events is a huge undertaking, and uncertainty and inability to organize this 
year has already adversely affected next year.

It is easy to get discouraged and frustrated, and I’m sure that many of you, like me are 
having good days and bad days. Can’t go anywhere, my mask is itchy, my son, who is 
supposed to be heading off to college in a couple of weeks will be attending classes from 
home until at least October, people are driving me crazy AND paying for the gas, and to 
top it all off ,every time I step outside, its like showering with a flame thrower.

But you know what? Complaining about it doesn’t make it any better. It might make you 
feel better temporarily, but not only does it drag you down, but it drags down the people 
around you as well. Staying positive can be hard work. I’m envious those incontrovertible 
folks who make it look easy, luckily I’m surrounded by lots of folks with that gift in the BA-
CLV. Words of encouragement, a joke, somebody that needs some help (or offers it) on an 
automotive project, sharing our ongoing experiences via social media, texts and phone 
calls are freely offered and available to pick you up when you are having a rough day.

In addition to that support, as I sit here hiding in my air conditioning, I have hope and am 
looking forward to the upcoming Fall season. There is a light at the end of the tunnel – 
and it ISN’T the train!

I imagine a day soon when I’ll be cruising in one of my cars, off on another adventure with 
my friends. Although some of our events may look a little different this fall, there will be 
ample opportunity to get out for a drive. The BACLV Board is actively planning and get-
ting out in front of planning Fall events that are safe and sane and will offer a chance to 
get out and enjoy the best driving that Southern NV has to offer. I look forward to seeing 
everyone at a BACLV event soon.
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Editorial Bake Off
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

(okay, so it Is not edge-of-the-seat exciting). 
There is a politeness, reserved conciseness 
that pervades the people, though individ-
ually they have the same inward emotions 
we have. They range from the exuberant (as 
much as the British are exuberant) to the 
quiet self-effacing, but they are all brought 
together by a sense of civility. In the face of 
adversity represented by the overbearing Paul 
Hollywood (that is correct, perhaps the name 
is why he is the way he is) and Mary Berry (talk 
about being BRITISH), these twelve individu-
als “Keep Calm and Carry On”. Truly this is not 
just a colloquialism, but a mark of the culture. 
These stoic frontals remain as the baker’s doz-
en careen through this bake or that sponge. A 
microcosm of a culture. How very British.

About now the ‘gearheads’ in the club are 
wondering if yours truly has gone senile or 
just what. Well not totally quite yet. I would 
ask you what is the difference between what 
is British as seen on The Great British Baking 
Show and the British automotive industry? 
British automotive industry is comprised of so 
many very individual marques, each with their 
own dialect. The refined Jaguar, the exciting 
pic-a-part TVR, the engineered Lotus, the 
classic Austin-Healey or the perennial MG. I 
doubt that there is a British car that you can-
not identify by a set of quirks and name the 
marque if not the model. Perhaps the series 
and maybe the year. Not all of those charac-
teristics are necessary complimentary, but all 
lovingly British. Can you say the same of GM, 
Ford, Toyota or Honda? 

Yet with five decades of pretentious crit-
icism of British auto industry has simply 
kept calm and indeed carries on. The result 
some rather amazing pieces of automotive 
engineering. McLaren Senna, Bentley Conti-
nental GT and the Lotus Evija. Each of those 
marques believed in themselves. Believed 
in their ability to solve the problem in their 
own way. To achieve their particular ‘bake’ 
despite the Paul Hollywood’s and Mary Ber-

Francoise & Kenneth Baker
Bill & Katrina Goodman
Lonny & Sharon Baker
Derek & Lisa Schneider

Denie & Shelley Hiestand
Bill & Cat Biler

Catherine & Jonas Payne
Brendhan & Wendy O’Bryan

Jerry & Margy Hager
Jim Hughes

August Birthdays

Anniversaries

The British, an odd lot for sure. What does 
that say about those of us that are hang-

er-ons? In my position as editor of our fine 
British auto club magazine, I have upon occa-
sion questioned just what it is intriguing about 
what emanates from the 93,628 square miles 
of land rising out of the sea known as Britain. 
Well I am inching even closer now. With the 
advent of “lock-downs”, COVID-19 and Jonas 
telling me I cannot mention the Triumph Stag 
again I have unearthed an insight I might have 
never discovered otherwise. This bit of aware-
ness was passed to me from my daughter, 
Lizzy via Margaret, my wife. The Great British 
Baking Show. What can one learn from twelve 
persons baking stuff only to be judged by pre-
tentious stiff upper-lipped, ill-mannered ars-
es. Well a lot buckaroos.

After being introduced to a few of these 
shows by Margaret, first of all one begins 
to understand the different dialects so you 
know what they are saying without the use of 
sub-titles. Then you discover the wide variety 
of personalities in head-to-head competition 

Karen Hurley
Bonnie Schneider

Jay Lather
Bill Biler

David Ogle
Monika Robertson

Richard Rowe
Derek Schneider

Pamela Gideon-Hawke
Mort Zwick

Charles Williams
Dean Barnes

Marisue Barnes
Alan Bowman

Wendy O’Bryan
Ron Sandgren

Brian Naas
Cleone Johns
Susan Rowe

Francoise Baker

September  Birthdays

ry’s telling them “they are done for”. 

Aside: James May, remember him? The tall, 
rather portly Brit from Top Gear. While cap-
tured in the house I stumbled upon James 
May Japan. Talk about a fish out of water. 
Great show, few drives and no reference to 
Top Gear (lawyer there?). This show takes 
the individual personality, with a persona 
of civility and inserts it into the hyper-polite 
homogeneous Japanese cultural. The result 
is a humorous, witty (albeit British wit) drive 
through Japan from the north to the south.

So, with the minimal football, baseball, hockey, 
soccer, basketball, this ball or that ball and too 
darn hot out there to be in the garage tune, 
in to The Great British Baking Show. There are 
10 seasons to binge on. You will learn more 
about the British automotive industry than 
you ever would living in Great Britain. On top 
of that there are a lot of witty American com-
ments you can entertain yourself with. 

– Pat KlenkBakers facing off for a thrilling technical bake

Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood

THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW

The Bentley Continental GT—WikiCommons Lotus Evija—photo WikiCommons MacLaren Senna—photo WikiCommons
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Beating the Heat – Las Vegas Style
RIDING THROUGH RED ROCK

Some of the BACLV masked banditos got 
together July 11th to Beat the Heat in a 

morning run through Red Rock Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area. The tradition start-
ed by Michael and Rosana Johnson contin-
ued, current challenges notwithstanding.

A few, a select few, Charles Williams, Ron 
Sandgren, and Hap Polk, started their cool 
morning adventure at 4 AM at the Calico Ba-
sin Road a mile north of the Red Rock Canyon 
entrance. We few paid homage to the sun by 
photographing her arrival and her kiss upon 
the rocks. Photographs resulted with each 
expressing their homage in their own style.

Dunkin’ Donuts provided their tradition-
al excellent donuts and coffee to the more 
reasonable folks who arrived just before 6 
AM for a wheels-up progression to Red Rock 
Canyon at 6:15. Conversation was had by all; 
munching by many.

Kevin and Marian Rooney showed off their 
new Aston-Martin DB9. Gorgeous barely 
does it justice. It’s V-12 engine purred for us.

Jonas Payne showed us his Triumph engine’s 
racing roller lifters valve train. Looking so 
good. Making so bad noises. Intermittent 

bad noises—just the kind that get our diag-
nostic thoughts flowing. Sometimes 5 cylin-
ders with noise. Sometimes 6 with smooth. 
Theories were tossed around. Solutions not 
found. A new BACLV vehicular adventure.

Wheels Up! Charles Williams took the lead 
in his Mini. He was followed by Pat and Mar-
garet Klenk in their Jaguar XK8, Michael and 
Rosie Johnson in their Triumph TR8, Kevin 
and Marian Rooney in their gorgeous Aston 
Martin DB9, Jim Shope in the Zwicks’ Aus-
tin-Healey, along with Don Strait, Ron Sand-
gren and Hap Polk in non-British iron, and 
Jonas Payne in his Triumph. Jonas? Where’s 
Jonas? He’s heading for the garage. Paddle 
time?

Anyway, Charles in the lead. Almost all the 
way. As often happens some civilians—non 
BACLV motorists—cut into the caravan. Right 
behind Charles. The next in line followed a 
civilian onto Calico Basin Road, as does ev-
eryone else while questioning the maneu-
ver. Soon some pull off. Being the host, I 
asked the Charles-less group to continue to 
the road’s end, a half-mile further, at Red 
Springs. There, is a parking lot where we can 

gather our wits and plan our reconnect. Red 
Springs’s water is the reason the Calico Basin 
community exists. It is a lovely spot, and a 
likely rendezvous for Red Rock Beat the Heat 
runs lunches in future years.

Anyway, we rump group made our way to 
Red Rock. We enjoyed the road until we came 
to the main lookout turnoff. And there was 
Charles, bemusedly waiting for us. Hence-
forth we will tie a bungee cord to Charles’s 
Mini. The lookout was fabulous. The tem-
perature was pleasant, the conversation was 
stimulating, friendships refreshed. Such a 
pleasant group to spend a morning with. 

The group was reminded that the Cotton-
wood Station Eatery in Diamond Bar had 
happily opened their arms to our visit for 
breakfast among the bicyclists. But the tem-
perature was rising fast. Many had open tops 
and no air conditioning. Beating the Heat 
quickly turned into Escaping the Heat. All, 
but yours truly and Millie, chose to scam-
per home after completing the scenic loop. 
Millie and I had a lovely breakfast at Cotton-
wood Station Eatery, then drove home in our 
air-conditioned Audi.

Story and Photos By Hap and Millie Polk

http://BACLV.net
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Who is this long haired, leaping unknown, hippie? Alas our president, Jonas 
gearing up for the drive.

Margaret Klenk and Ron Sandgren face off to see who is going to 
go first.

Charles Williams proudly displays his new Mini chatting with Jim 
Shope.

Adding some real class to the BACLV is Kevin Roony’s beautiful 
Aston-Marting DB9.

Stopped for a bit of a rest, beautiful view of Red Rock, club members take 
time for a chat.

Michael Johnson explains the finer points of how changing a water hose on a TR-8 
become a near total engine rebuild.

A road made for the British sports car, as the Klenk’s XK-8 and the Johnson’s TR-8 
glide through the curves with grace.

http://BACLV.net
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During the 50’s-60’s the Wellbaum house-
hold was awash with all sorts of English 

cars used both for daily transportation and 
weekend sport. Late 40’s through mid- 50’s 
MG T-series cars (3), a mid-50’s Healey, late 
50’s Jag 2.4 sedan and a ‘64 E-type coupe. 
There was an old TR-3, an MG Midget com-
plete with Judson supercharger, an OSCA-en-
gined Fiat 1500, a 500cc Fiat Bianchina, and 
the odd Karman Ghia. All in all, an eclectic 
appetite for sporty cars-but always heavy on 
English brands. So, it was not surprising that 
my first motorcycle was English—a BSA.

 Motorcycles were always taboo in my fam-
ily—and it was made clear that as long as 
I chose to live at home there would be no 
motorcycles. So, no scooters or bikes during 
grade school nor high school. I enlisted in 
the Air Force for four years after high school 
and after discharge my parents offered me 
a place to live while I attended a four-year 
program at the University of Dayton. (Go 
Flyers!) But still no bikes as long as I bunked 
at their house. So, you can see that, bike-
wise, 1970 was going to be an important 
year for me as I graduated from UD, got mar-
ried, got my first apartment, and started my 
first job as a buyer in one of the Federated 

department stores. And three months into 
married life I can home with a brand new 
1970 BSA 441 Victor Special single cylinder 
motorcycle. The taboo was lifted!

I loved that bike and put many trouble free 
miles on it. But I had no one to ride with 
and as my interests drifted toward racing 
bicycles it was time for the BSA to go to a 
new home. Fast forward to 1979. My inter-
est in cycling had cooled somewhat and the 
dreaded motorcycle bug resurfaced in the 
form of a new 1979 Triumph 750 T140D 
Special. This bike was light years ahead of 
the Victor but was still crude in many re-
spects as the design was still largely based 
on 1930’s-1940’s English technology. It was 
a great bike for its time and I hated to see it 
go some 4 years later. But once bitten, nev-
er cured! The Triumph was a great bike but 
images of that yellow BSA Victor tank con-
tinued to pop up in my memory-a reminder 
of great times gone by.

In 2003 a chance Craig’s listing for a 
non-running ’72 Norton Commando caught 
my attention and started the vintage bike 
juices flowing again after a 20 year-plus hi-
atus. Pilar and I drove to Reno and brought 
home a sorry looking but somehow attrac-

tive orphan in need of a new home and a 
lot of TLC. After a 2 year restoration I was 
a proud Norton owner and rider right up 
until late last year when I gave the bike to 
my son in San Diego. During the period of 
Norton ownership I also acquired and over 
7 years restored a ’71 Triumph 750 Tri-
dent. This was a great three cylinder bike 
that was designed to compete with the 
new Japanese 4 cylinder Honda-but alas a 
bike that clearly signaled the beginning of 
the end of the British motorcycle industry. 
For longer rides I bought a 2005 Hinckley 
Triumph Bonneville that I own to this day. 
These bikes are bullet proof, reliable, plenty 
powerful enough for my needs. They offer a 
level of performance way above my riding 
ability, and best of all they don’t leak. Some 
of my riding mates have over 100k miles on 
their bikes—trouble free and relatively inex-
pensive riding.

 Couple years ago I discovered an 8 x 11” 
B-W photo of my ’70 Victor and ended up 
tacking it on the garage wall above my work 
bench. The photo provided memories of 
times past and inspiration for what was to 
come next. While reading the latest issue 
of the BSA Club of SoCal magazine I noticed 

A Tale of Two Bikes
TWO 1970 BSA 441 VICTOR SPECIALS FIND A GOOD HOME

Story and photos by Bill Wellbaum

http://BACLV.net
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an ad for a ’70 Victor for sale in Los Angeles 
at a price I thought reasonable. Curious, I 
responded to the ad but was told it had just 
sold. But the seller said he would put the 
word out for me to other Club members. 
Sure enough, an enthusiast in Lake Isabel-
la called me with an offer of a non-running 
Victor he had owned for years. Key words 
on this bike were ‘ran when parked about 5 
years ago.” He then said he would make me 
a deal on a second Victor that he bought 
years before—it was a non-runner and he 
had never tried to start it. It too was said 
to be running when last parked—back in 
1974. 

Golly, it was if suddenly all the stars in the 
universe had come into alignment as I just 
had two 50 year old BSA Victors offered to 
me—at a price that even Pilar, my spouse 
and keeper of the funds, thought was fair. 
Imagine that. The owner emailed me pho-
tos of each bike along with the history of 
each as he understood it. His personal bike 
showed just under 11,000 miles and he 
had been riding it continuously up until 
he parked it 5 years ago. The second one 
showed 2900 miles-but he was unsure if 
that was accurate and he knew nothing 
about its mechanical condition, just that 
it ran when parked. (That expression “ran 
when parked” has come back to haunt me 
numerous times—but I admit I am a slow 
learner.) And so, with Pilar having blessed 
the “investment opportunity” it was off to 
the bank for some cash and then off to Lake 

Isabella to have a look at these two rare 
bikes.

Cars and bikes always look better in pictures 
than they do in person. And yes, the reality 
was the two Victors showed their age. They 
were both 1970 vintage and had enjoyed 
a good life and showed the effects of nu-
merous years of off-road use. No apparent 
structural damage but cosmetically they 
were, well, 50 years old. Both engines were 
free and the bike ridden more recently (V1) 
than the second (V2) had more compres-
sion-a lot more. Mind you, V2 hadn’t been 
registered nor ridden since 1974 and who 
knew why it had been parked. Undaunted 
by the appearance of the two Victors I cut 
a deal with the owner, loaded them into my 
pick’em up truck, and headed back to Las 
Vegas. I was really excited about my pur-
chase and couldn’t help but glance in the 
rear view mirror from time to time as the 
two bikes danced about in the back of the 
truck. I was a happy camper. Pilar was cau-
tiously happy too.

Back home the question became what to do 
first. It took a few beers and a day of examin-
ing both bikes to come up with a plan. I de-
cided to start working on the bike with the 
known history-the bike that was known to 
be a runner when parked nearly 5 years ago. 
That would be known a V1. The second bike 
with no known history and last registered in 
1974 would be known as V2 and would be 
stored at a friend’s house until I was ready 
to work on it. While surfing the interweb for 

Victor parts I was fortunate to stumble on 
the website of BSA Unit Singles.com, a parts 
supplier dedicated to supplying the needs 
of the owners of one cylinder BSA bikes in 
which the gearbox is built in unit with the en-
gine cases. The owner, Peter Quick, proved 
to be an extraordinarily knowledgeable parts 
supplier for this type of bike and suggested 
I purchase of copy of the “Rupert Ratio Unit 
Single Manual.” Written by an Englishman 
named Dave Smith the Rupert Ratio book is a 
highly detailed exercise on how to take apart 
and then to rebuild the unit single engine. 
This book in concert with Peter Quick’s enor-
mous parts cache would prove invaluable in 
the months to follow.

Some enthusiasts prefer a fully restored 
motorcycle and will pay crazy prices to own 
one. Others prefer bikes that are original 
and exhibit the patina that only use over 
time can produce. For V1 I decided to main-
tain the originality that reflects over 50 
years of dedicated usage—warts and all. 
This was to be a rider. First order of business 
was to drain the lubricants out of the pri-
mary case, the gearbox, and the engine oil 
tank and sump. Marvel Mystery Oil was in-
troduced into those areas including the cyl-
inder bore and was allowed to sit in situ for 
2 weeks. By jacking up the rear wheel I was 
able to spin the engine, gearbox, and the 
primary to circulate the MMO and let it do 
its work- loosening the years of accumulat-
ed sediment and debris. Peter Quick guided 
me on the items he would order if he were 
going to resuscitate a bike not run in 5 years 
including points, condenser, coil, and rear 
drive chain. I decided to replace the Amal 
carb, the wiring harness, and to add a solid 
state voltage rectifier/regulator that would 
handle the battery charging and voltage 
management chores. To eliminate future 
slippage and engagement issues I also or-
dered new clutch components including the 
basket and driven/ friction plates.

 One of my riding mates, Gary Martin, took 
an interest in the progress I was making on 
the bike and was the individual that first 
kicked it into life after a 5 year nap. Minor 
adjustments to the new carburettor and the 
ignition timing were all it took to make the 
bike a rider. Any BSA single cylinder motor-
cycle can be quirky to start-and this one was 
no different. Over time I learned that suc-
cessful starting is a combination of kicking 
and compression technique in concert with 
the correct carb settings. That learned, V1 
became a one kick starter cold or hot and 
was a joy to ride. (End of Part !)

http://BACLV.net
http://Singles.com
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Electrical Tips and Tricks

Since we have already determined you are 
a fan of LBCs then you likely have already 

had your share of electrical problems. My 
experience is a little different spending most 
of my time in Las Vegas. The lack of mois-
ture has really minimized my bouts with old 
man Lucas. That being said I have diagnosed 
countless electrical problems on many sorts 
of cars over the career of the last 30 years 
and I have learned a few good tips I would 
like to share with you. These tips aren’t spe-
cific to just British and can be applied to most 
any electrical problem. 

Some repairs can be as simple as a blown 
fuse and it is not a bad place to start before 
diving into diagrams. I our LBCs often have 
fewer than 5 fives so it is easy to check them 
all. If you pull a fuse to check it be careful 
to return it to the same location. I have 
chased many electrical problems that were 
made trickier because the fuse was miss-
ing because someone checked it and then 
returned it to a vacant location. Especially 
in more modern cars a simple radio system 
may have 3 different fuses for that system for 
only one is labeled as radio. If you are going 
to check one fuse then check them all.

Look for other clues like other systems that 
died at the same time. If so, how are they 
related? Maybe they share the same fuse, 
grounding point or connector. Did the prob-
lem start since a recent repair and if so spend 

a few moments to look into these areas but 
don’t go down the rabbit hole. Spend just 
a little to eliminate the obvious but doing a 
quick visual inspection.

If things require you to go deeper some se-
rious thought is in order. Don’t try this late 
at night when your brain has already had 
enough work and/or beer. Start another day 
with a fresh perspective and a good diagram. 
The factory British ones are often too small 
to read. Try a good color large one like of-
fered at www.advanceautowire.com and 
some others will sell similar product already 
laminated. Take the time to trace out the sys-
tem you are dealing with. Understand how it 
works on paper before jumping into the real 
world. 

When you decide it is time to start checking 
for voltage at various points you can use a 
test light for some very basic testing but you 
really want a digital multimeter. Test light are 
only good to if some voltage exists but not 
how much or enough. When you decide to 
take a reading make sure it is a good one. It 
sounds silly but how many times have you 
heard someone say Everything tested good 
but it still doesn’t work. Make sure you me-
ter has good connections and then record 
the reading on your diagram so you know 
you have already tested that point and won’t 
need to question it later. 

Testing for Voltage Drop is the gold stan-

dard but people neglect it. Reading Available 
Voltage is testing the circuit at rest which is 
inaccurate. Using Voltage Drop tells you how 
much voltage is being robbed in unintended 
parts of the system. Poor contacts cause re-
sistance which eats voltage intended for the 
load in the circuit like a headlamp causing it to 
burn dim. Testing using voltage drop is simple 
but best demonstrated so take a moment and 
google a video but I will attempt to describe 
it. If your headlamps are dim then likely an-
other area is using the voltage up. Setting you 
voltage meter to DC place one lead on the 
negative terminal of the headlamp and the 
other lead on the battery negative terminal. 
This is Not a resistance test. The system must 
be operating so turn the headlamps on. If you 
are reading 1 volt than that volt is being con-
sumed on ground side. Ideal is usually .2 volts 
or less but sometime greater loss is accept-
able like in starter circuits. 

Now where to start in the system? After a 
quick check of fuses and grounds start cut-
ting up the diagram. Not literally yet. Pick a 
good middle part of the system that is easy 
to get to like the load. Test voltage drop on 
both the positive and negative side. Now 
you should know which side of the system 
the failure is on which has eliminated half of 
the system. Now split that half in half again 
at an easy access point like a relay, switch or 
connector. This method will quickly narrow 
your problem into a much smaller area if you 
need to start cutting into a harness looking 
for broken wires. 

Here are a couple of last-minute tips. Bad 
grounds cause weird thing to happen. If it 
isn’t making sense you likely missed some-
thing and/or it is a ground problem. Resis-
tance causes heat. If a part of the harness 
if getting hot there is a problem. Shorts that 
blow fuses can sometimes be tracked down 
by replacing the fuse with a circuit break-
er and using a small analog amp meter. If 
you run the meter along the harness as the 
system is briefly live the meter will point to-
ward the short until you pass it. This too is 
better demonstrated instead of written. Hit 
me up sometime and I will show you. Re-
member all that crappy wiring the previous 
owner added to the car? Don’t add to the 
problem. I hope this has been helpful and 
will make an electrical nightmare into an in-
teresting challenge.

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR LBC ELECTRICAL SYSTEM?

Story and Photo By Steve Kennedy

http://BACLV.net
http://www.advanceautowire.com
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Saying Farewell to the Rowes
IT’S HARD TO SAY GOODBYE

Dick and Susan Rowe are longtime mem-
bers of the British Auto Club and were 

regularly active in Club events as time 
permitted. Early on Dick volunteered to 
act as the BAC librarian / historian as his 
knowledge of all sorts British cars and his 
collection of publications regarding them 
was enormous. Their LBC car of choice in 
the early days was an MG-B and later on 
they migrated to one of my favorite English 
marques, a Mini Cooper. 

And so, I was surprised when Susan called 
to inform me they had decided to pick up 
and relocate to Southern California in order 
to be closer to family members. She asked 
me to give some thought to how interested 
members could get together and give Dick a 
proper send off, given the restrictive times 
we are living through. I told her I would kick 
some ideas around with some other mem-
bers and would get back to her.

Turns out that most every Saturday or Sun-
day both Gary Martin and I join several rid-
ing mates for a short tour of the Summerlin 
area ending up with a lap around the Red 
Rock Scenic Loop. This ride is done really 
early in the morning in order to avoid the 
blistering heat of July and August. So, it only 
made sense to combine an early morning 
drive in our LBCs along with a goodbye visit 
with Dick and Susan. A plan was hatched in 
which Susan would concoct a reason to get 
Dick in the car for an early morning drive 

Story and Photos By Bill Wellbaum

Longtime BACLV members, Dick and Susan Rowe saying goodbye before heading to SoCal.
Farewell continued on next page

JIm Lefler, Dick Rowe and Cleone Johns enjoying the early morning gath-
ering . 

Peter Yarema, Nelda Lefler, Rosie Johnson, JIm Lefler and Susan Rowe 
trading BACLV stories.

http://BACLV.net
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CLASSIC MOTORSPORTS VIRTUAL MONTEREY KICKOFF CRUISE-IN  
WINNER - WAYNE HEADRICK

The Classic Motorsports Virtual Monterey Kickoff Cruise-In brought a little Monterey 
magic to August. Entrants had to post a photo of their car with a prop that recalled 
good times on the Monterey Peninsula. Our own Wayne Headrick took home a prize 
for the photo above. Check out all the winners at: https://classicmotorsports.com/
news/classic-motorsports-virtual-monterey-kickoff-cruise-presented-hagerty-ebay-mo-
tors-awards-thousands-prizes/

and would meet those interested BAC mem-
bers at the starting point of our Summerlin/
Red Rock Tour. And so it was that at 8:00 am 
15 BAC couples gathered at Lone Mountain 
Regional Park to spend some quality time 
with Dick and Susan.

After a half hour in the sun it was time to 
hat up and get on with our driving tour. The 
Rowes followed us as we drove the Sum-
merlin route and then said good bye—as 
they had to head back to Henderson to con-
tinue packing. Those who were interested 
continued on to lap the Red Rock Scenic 
Loop which is a beautiful drive anytime but 
is especially so early morning.

Good luck to Dick and Susan as they return 
to life in SoCal. They will be missed but not 
forgotten.

Farewell continued from page 9

The surfboard in the photo to the left belongs to 
Chris Sneddon, another BACLV. Above is a photo of 
both Wayne’s big Healey and Chris’ little Healey.

Nelda Lefler, Jim Lefler, Wayne Headrick, Susan Rowe and Bill Wellbaum all observing social distanc-
ing while saying farewell.  

http://BACLV.net
https://classicmotorsports.com/news/classic-motorsports-virtual-monterey-kickoff-cruise-presented-hagerty-ebay-motors-awards-thousands-prizes/
https://classicmotorsports.com/news/classic-motorsports-virtual-monterey-kickoff-cruise-presented-hagerty-ebay-motors-awards-thousands-prizes/
https://classicmotorsports.com/news/classic-motorsports-virtual-monterey-kickoff-cruise-presented-hagerty-ebay-motors-awards-thousands-prizes/


AUGUST 2020 – 11

BACLV.net

Advertise your British vehicle related items here. For BACLV members 
a 3 month listing is free of charge. Please supply title of advertisement, 
items, conditions, photographs if appropriate and contact information. 
Allow a minimum of one week prior to publication for submission of ad-
vertisements (The SPANNER attempts to go to the printers on or around 
the 15th of every month).

BACLV CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

A fully-documented Mark 1 classic car with 
hardtop, soft top and tonneau, a beautiful and 
extremely reliable daily driver with Heritage 
Certificate and invoices, $55, 000 obo. 

775-910-1883, NV 
alsemus1@gmail.com;  

www.hmn.com/2405016 

1960 Austin-Healey 3000 Mk 1 

No Face Masks Required!
Join the British Auto Club of Las Vegas Facebook page!

Send in a request to join now and you will be able  
to see updates on current projects, photos, videos, and lots of humor! 

http://BACLV.net
mailto:alsemus1@gmail.com
http://www.hmn.com/2405016


British Auto Club of Las Vegas  
P. O. Box 90973  
Henderson, NV 89009
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2020 Upcoming Events
Watch the website for more information on all events

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR  
INFORMATION ON ALL EVENTS.

30TH ANNUAL RIO GRANDE VALLEY REGIONAL RENDEZVOUS
BRITISH CAR MEET- NEW MEXICO SEPTEMBER 24-27, 2020

The tradition continues and....a new tradition begins. Save the dates for the 30th annual 
BAOA Rendezvous- New Mexico 600! 3 nights, 600 miles of the most beautiful driving that 
exists, all meals planned, all venues where social distancing can be achieved. 

The preliminary plan is to go to Farmington, to Taos, to Santa Fe via the Enchanted Circle, 
and then back to Albuquerque.

More info, registration and reservation forms will be distributed soon. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, start your engines.........

Please monitor www.baoa.org for updated information, registration form,  
and hotel accommodations.

http://www.baoa.org

