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   If you have smoke coming out of your tailpipe as you travel down the road, you should 
be concerned.  Depending on what color the smoke is, usually is a telltale sign of what’s 
wrong with your engine and is usually the source of the problem.  The more miles you 
drive a smoking car, the worse the problem gets and it will end up costing you more 
bucks in the end.  The following is only a general guideline for diagnosing exhaust pipe 
smoke.  The list is not meant to be a comprehensive one covering all reasons for smoke 
signals coming from your tailpipe: 
BLUE / WHITE SMOKE:  While blue / black smoke points to an engine that is internally 
wearing out, blue / white smoke indicates that oil is being sucked into the combustion chambers through the 
valve guides.  It’s possible this problem can be fixed by replacing the valve seals. 
BLACK SMOKE:  Chances are your car is going to need some carburetor or fuel injection work.  Your engine 
depends on a proper ratio of air / fuel mixture to run properly.  There is a good chance fuel is entering the  
cylinders and is not being burned properly.  You are probably “running rich” and are getting poor fuel mileage. 
WHITE SMOKE:  If white smoke is coming out of your tailpipe and the exhaust smell is not normal, you could 
have a coolant leak into the combustion chambers.  There are usually two reasons for this:  A blown head 
gasket or a cracked cylinder head.  Do not continue driving the car.  You risk the chance of further           
overheating the engine causing more damage and costing you more money. 
THICK WHITE SMOKE:  Belching white smoke when  starting the car could be a sign that transmission fluid 
is entering the combustion chambers, perhaps through a   
vacuum tube that connects the engine to the transmission. 
                    Happy  Motoring…………….Ron 
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