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PHILLIPS SCREW 

  Henry Phillips developed a workable form of the Phillips screw and founded the Phillips Screw Company in Oregon in 
1933.  After that, the use of Phillips screws spread through the automobile industry at a rapid rate.  By 1940 Phillips 
screws were used by the majority of the automotive industry.  Eventually, the American Screw Company bought the 
rights from Henry Phillips and went on to spend $500,000 to produce the Phillips screw and obtain patents on the manu-
facturing process. The American Screw Company advertised that these fasteners could speed up auto assembly lines 
because they could be used safely with power drivers.  Phillips screws could also be driven with more torque and would 
hold together tighter than slotted screws. Phillips screws could be found in car interiors as well as engine compartments. 

 

POZIDRIV SCREW 

   The Pozidriv screw came into being as the result of a joint effort of the American Screw Company and the Phillips 
Screw Company.  The Pozidriv screw was designed to not “Torque Out.”  Since the Pozidriv screw will not torque out, 
any damage to the screw or the surrounding surface is minimized.  A Pozidriv screw can be identified by four thin 
slashes that are stamped on the head of the fastener.  In addition to the surface slashes, there are four additional wedge-
shaped cutouts located inside the opening in the head of the        fastener.  The Pozidriv screwdriver is not as tapered as 
a Phillips tip and it has four additional wedges that fit tightly into the fastener. 
   A Phillips screwdriver should not be used on a Pozidriv screw and a Pozidriv screwdriver should not be used on a 
Phillips screw as they tend to ride out of the recess and round the corners of both the tool and        the fastener recess.  
British auto factories started using the Pozidriv fasteners around 1955-56 as that is when the Pozidriv screws were intro-
duced.  Places to look for these fasteners are; door lock handles, door locks, door strikers, heater control units, window 
frames, boot stay brackets, boot locks, bonnet brackets and fuse boxes. This is by no means an all inclusive list so, be-
fore you turn that fastener on your British classic, make sure you are using the right driver. 
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