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President’s Message 

By Sandy Lashua 

Mission Statement 
 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport.   
The Club  promotes Infor-
mation and networking and 
revels in the   social elements 
of British car  ownership.  You 
don’t need to own an LBC 
(little British Car) to be a 
member, just love & admire 
them.    
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car 
enthusiasts are encouraged 
to attend our meetings and 
events.  We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are 
held at 9:AM on the last 
Sunday of each month at    
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will  
be noted in the Spanner and 
our website.   

Board of Directors 2017  

President:  Sandy Lashua 

cwlashua@aol.com 

V.P & Events:  Jim Oswald 

greenozzie@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Brett Harris 

m.brett.harris@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Ogle 

camarofast@embarqmail.com 

Officer at Large:  Jim Lefler 

jnlefler@yahoo.com 

 

Appointed Positions  

Newsletter Co-Editors: 

Patrick Klenk 

Architect1@att.net 

Kate Payne 

Kpayne370@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairman: 

Bill Wellbaum 

wcwellbaum@cox.net 

Tech Editor: Ron Couturier       

roncouturier78@gmail.com     

Webmaster:  Margaret  Klenk 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 

Mailing Address 

BACLV 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 
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Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER  is:       

 
1/2 page                     $150.00 
1/4 page                     $100.00 
Business card size     $75.00 

 
Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 

Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 

the SPANNER.  Submissions are 

preferred in a non-formatted Word 

format, 500 to 1,000 words.  Pho-

tos are also welcome  and should 

be sent separately in .jpeg format, 

with appropriate cut line/caption 

descriptions.  The deadlines are 

typically the 15th of the month 

prior. 

Cover: Ms. Jane James’ 

1980 TR8.  Modified body 

work and engine (3.9L to 

3.5L).  Wonderful modifi-

cations and great addition 

to Southern Nevada Brit-

ish motoring. 

July Birthdays 
 

2/ Phillip Hoffert 

5/ Bill Wellbaum 

6/ Mark Newbold 

10/ Allen Rosoff 

10/ Martin Ertl 

17/ Marilyn McGaw 

22/ Marla Zwick 

24/Jane James 

25/ Philip Menser 

28/ Simon James 

Belated Happy Anniversary 

6/17 Bill and Deborah Madan 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

4/ Michael Borders 

6/ Mort & Marla Zwick  

11/Diane Prosser 

12/ Tim &Clarissa Erwin 

14/ Simon & Jane James 

18/ Ray Tozzi  

19/ Dan & Carolyn Stillwell 

21/ Jim & Nelda Lefler 

24/ Dave & Clara Ogle 

Today on our way to a late 

breakfast we witnessed an 

accident.  Traffic was 

stopped at the light, a 

woman in an SUV was 

looking for her wallet and 

failed to notice traffic 

ahead of her had stopped.  Her SUV rammed the 

vehicle ahead of her.  Fortunately the injuries 

were not life threatening.  Andrew checked the 

occupants in one vehicle and I checked on the 

woman in the SUV.  With everyone safely out of 

the way, traffic on Lake Mead Parkway was back-

ing up.  So I positioned myself between the lanes 

(as I was taught to do many years ago) and be-

gan alternating the lanes of traffic to proceed 

forward.  I was able to clear the left lane for the 

police and other emergency services to reach the 

scene.  

All this brought to mind things that we all know 

but forget in times of emergency.  If you are in 

an accident, regardless of who is at fault, move 

to the side of the road.    Do not stand in the 

street near your vehicle, you run the risk of be-

ing hit again by someone “rubbernecking” at the 

accident scene or the vehicle catching fire. This 

includes any pets you may have traveling with 

you.   Most people experience a surge of adrena-

lin and feel excited, lightheaded, nervous or 

overwhelmed. If you experience any of these, sit 

down, preferable in a shaded area and let the 

officers or paramedics know how you feel.  If you 

are the victim, try not to let your anger interfere 

with your judgment.  Remember, the person who 

hit you probably didn’t plan to do so.  Keep your 

documents (insurance and registration) together 

in a convenient place along with who to notify if 

you aren’t able to do so.  Don’t rely on the con-

tacts in your cell phone, it can become broken or 

lost in the accident.   If you have flares or cones 

and are able to do so, set them up behind your 

vehicle.  Don’t minimize your injuries to the of-

ficer.  He/she needs to know if the paramedics 

are required.  Many will say “Oh, I’m just fine” 

and have serious injuries that disable them later.  

If you are not seen by paramedics at the scene, 

make arrangements with your doctor to deter-

mine what injuries you may have sustained.  

If you are issued a citation (ticket) relating to the 

accident, do not become upset with the officer, 

he/she is doing their job.  

Remember, we live in a destination/tourist city 

and we have over four million visitors a year.  So 

as the old TV commercials used to say “Watch 

out for the other guy, because he may not be 

watching out for you”. 

 I want to wish Bill and Debra Madan a 

belated Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary!  They 

celebrated 50 years on June 17th.  Very few of us 

are lucky enough to get it right the first time and 

even fewer make it to that landmark anniver-

sary.  So Bill and Debra, here is wishing you an-

other wonderful fifty years! 

Let us know if we missed your birthday or anniversary and we’ll catch it next month. 

http://www.baclv.net
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July Member Spotlight—Simon and Jane James  

Simon and Jane James have been married for 33 years.  Jane was born in Canada and moved to New Zealand when she was seven.  She met 

New Zealander, Simon, and they were married and had their first daughter there.  They moved to Vancouver, Canada in 1991 and had their 

second daughter and Simon got his Canadian citizenship (after a 5 year wait).  They moved to Las Vegas in 1998. Simon works in the Con-

struction field and Jane is a nurse.   

They have two LBC’s.  Simon purchased his 72 TR6 PI in New Zealand, and it made the trip to Canada and Las Vegas.  Jane recently got her 

lovely TR8.   

Their favorite club event is “anything with a decent drive”.  Jane served a two year term as Club Secretary and was a driving force in updating 
the club’s Bylaws and Standing Rules. 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Michael and Rosana Johnson 

MG Midget 

Rick Dusek 

Birkin Super Seven Replica 

Vaugh Richards 

‘07 Jaguar sedan 

Kirk Nelson 

joining us from St. Anthony, ID 

http://www.baclv.net
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Combatir El Calor Red Rock Coffee and Donuts (Battez la chaleur)    

Beat the Heat    

Saturday July 8th, 5:30 am     
Meeting Place is the Albertsons parking lot—  11720 W Charleston Blvd   

• Donuts and Coffee - Dunkin Donuts is in the same parking lot 

and opens 5am.   1 gift card per car to Dunkin Donuts (must 

RSVP in advance to receive a gift-card).  Bring your pass to Red 

Rock, or Lead Car pays Entry fee.  If you miss the Lead Car, En-

try fee is $ 7.00  

• Departure time:  5:45 am from Albertsons parking lot, arrive at 

destination about 6:15 or 6:30 am. 

• Destination:  Willow Springs Picnic Area.    

• Park entrance opens at 6 am. Drive the Loop till you see the Lost 

Creek- Willow Springs Turn off. Willow Springs Picnic area is past 

Lost Creek.   

•  If you miss the convoy, just show up. You can get a map at the 

entrance.  If you miss the turn off, just do the loop again.   

Should be home by 9am if desired.  

• The Challenge:  How many cars can make this early hours?  Tune 

up the Car.  You do not want to wait for a tow truck after the sun 

rises. Bring plenty of water for survival- Just in case.  This is an 

inexpensive event.    

 

 

Hofbrauhaus Las Vegas 
4510 Paradise Rd, Las Vegas 

Friday July 14th at 6 pm 

$12.00 per Member and includes 
appetizers, an entre and  

non-alcoholic drinks.   
Alcoholic beverages are not provided by club but 

can be purchased separately by members. 

Prepay for this event via PayPal through 
the website link, at the June member-

ship meeting, or send a check to Treas-
urer payable to BACLV and note the 

event on the memo line. 

http://www.hofbrauhauslasvegas.com/
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The BSA Club-sponsored Vintage Motor-

cycle Ride at Hansen Dam, California 

was coming up fast on the calendar, so 

my mate, Matt, and I decided to do the 

yearly ride together.  My son William 

was driving up from San Diego to join 

us for the riding weekend. 

The three of us met, unloaded the 

bikes, and rendezvoused with a friend   

and his riding mate.  We then spent the 

balance of a beautiful Saturday after-

noon riding the various canyon roads 

that lead to and from the PCH around 

Malibu.  The roads are a terrific riding 

experience as they crisscross the fa-

mous Mulholland Drive and wind 

through the little villages and shopping 

areas along the way.  Nice sweeping 

turns, not too much traffic, all done at 

reasonable, manageable speeds.   

Sunday morning found us loading the 

bikes into the trucks and trailers for the 

30-minute drive to Hansen Dam.  Near-

ly 300 vintage bikes show up for this 

ride that takes us 100 miles into the 

semi-mountainous roads along the An-

geles Crest Highway.  We attended a 

short rider’s meeting and after review-

ing the route map decided to beat the 

crowd and left a bit early.  We were 

about 20 miles into the ride when I 

went down—the first time. 

We’ve been doing this ride for probably 

8 years and none in our riding group 

has had a similar incident.  We are all 

pretty familiar with these roads in this 

part of SoCal and are intimately aware 

of the hazards they present.  You have 

to ride these roads at 110% concentra-

tion—nothing less will do. 

We were enjoying the roads, the weath-

er, and the capabilities built into the 

new Triumph motorcycles we were rid-

ing—confident in our abilities as experi-

enced riders.  We had just negotiated a 

sweeping right hand curve and up 

ahead Matt was setting up his bike to 

transition to the upcoming left hand 

decreasing-radius curve.  In that instant 

I discovered I wasn’t set up for the turn 

at all.  I wasn’t leaned over near 

enough and I was carrying too much 

speed.  I had lost focus at the wrong 

moment, and I knew I was in trouble. 

The next several events tend to get 

blurry at 55 mph.  I remember taking a 

microsecond to decide what to do next:  

I could step off the bike and take my 

chances sliding along or worse yet, 

tumbling along the pavement, or, I stay 

on the bike and try to get it stopped.  

With my Son right on my tail I decided 

to stay on it and hope for the best.  I 

rolled off the throttle and hit both 

brakes hard as I could while still upright 

and on the pavement.  My braking im-

mediately deteriorated as I ran off the 

pavement and on to the dirt to the out-

side of the curve.  There was a small 

dirt berm about three feet high along 

the outside of the curve— it is that 

berm that allows me to sit here today 

and type this article.  If not for the 

berm I would surely gone over the edge 

of the mountain and my future would 

have dimmed. 

I remember being turned over onto my 

back and I started to take an inventory 

of myself.  With the adrenalin flowing I 

couldn’t tell exactly what I had done to 

myself but I knew my ankle and shoul-

der both hurt.  All of my appendages 

seemed to be working so in a few 

minutes they got me on my feet.  As 

my senses cleared the next priority was 

to so how my bike had faired.  My ma-

tes had propped it up on the stand and 

after a few seconds the motor started.  

Now, here is where stupidity trumped 

common sense.  What do you do—you 

decide to limp back to the beginning of 

the ride some 20 miles to the car and 

trailer.  My riding mates pronounced my 

bike fit to ride though they weren’t too 

sure about the rider.  We started off 

with me setting the pace.  Matt said 

later that he could see me drifting off 

into the left lane of potentially oncom-

ing traffic.  He rode up alongside of me 

and tried to steady my bike but I had 

already passed out and down I went 

again.  I came to laying on my front 

with a mouth and nose full of dirt.  Eve-

rything seemed to work okay—but I 

was starting to feel the pain.  Common 

sense finally prevailed and Matt rode his 

bike back to our car and drove back to 

the pick me up.   

At Verdugo Hills Hospital in Glendale 

they started triage immediately.  Frac-

tured ankle, clavicle broken in three 

pieces, and four ribs broken.  And lucky 

to be alive. 

I spent Sunday through Friday in the 

hospital.  Sandy Lashua drove Pilar to 

hang out with me in the hospital, our 

office manager Alexis drove from Las 

Vegas and hauled Pilar and I home on 

Friday.  Thanks to Matt and Bill Jr. for 

stepping up and taking care of me and 

for making certain the bike got back to 

Las Vegas.  My personal nurse Pilar is 

doing an extraordinary job tending to 

my wounds and needs.  She reminds 

me of Nurse Ratchet in the Jack Nichol-

son movie—she doesn’t let me get away 

with anything.   

What Not To Do On A British Bike:  An Accident Postmortem 
By Bill Wellbaum 

Bill and Pilar  Wellbaum  

Pilar with Bill back on his feet 
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Gathering at Northwest Arms 

Private parking  

Brunch on the deck 

                                                                                                                        

Brunch gathering 

Jim Oswald’s new friend 

Jim Shope finds the problem, yep it had spark 

Mt. Charleston -- Father Day Run, by Al and Pat Seminatore and photos by AJ Dowden 

Orders were placed and served in record time.  Most 

important the wind had not come as predicted.  There 

was a slight breeze, which made everything very 

comfortable along with the excellent food and service.  

After the meal a “males only” (Father’s Day) drawing 

was held.  The gifts were two auto wash pails with 

soap and micro clothes, a screwdriver set, a glasses 

set, and a BACLV grill badge.  Based on the ticket 

numbers, which were given out by raffle master Jim 

Shope, the winning number got to pick their gift. 
Folks talked to each other before leaving for home 

around 1:00 pm.  In all, a very pleasant event was 

had.  In the end about 40 members of the BACLV 

and their guests attended the run to Mt. Charleston. 

Saturday, July 10, 2017, started out as a very nice day.  Slight 

breeze and plenty of sunshine.  Members of BACLV met at 

Northwest Arms at Craig and Tanya.  From there they cara-

vanned to Mt. Charleston Lodge arriving at 11:30am.   

The Hosts had gone ahead to see that all was set up for mem-

bers’ arrival.  It turned out the Lodge had, at the last minute, 

set up dedicated parking for the club.  We were all seated in the 

open area on the patio deck where dogs were permitted.  
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Mother ’s  Day Brunch ,  photos submitted  by A.J.  Dowden  

 

Rob Harris and his lovely Mom 

Pat and Al Seminatore 

Jim and Christine Shope 

AJ Dowden 

Julie Dow 

Joel Goldberg & friend 

Sandy Lashua and Christine Shope 

Nelda and Jim Lefler 

Christine,Julie, Sandy and Jim 

Laurie Rosenau  & Friend 
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As any purist will readily see that this is 

not a stock TR8 anymore.  We are now the 

fourth owner; the last owner lived in Mas-

sachusetts and bought the car in 2010. 

  

The front and rear bumpers have been re-

placed with custom fiberglass units by Mor-

Speed Performance in western Pennsylva-

nia.  They specialize in fiberglass special 

affects for MGB's and several other lines. 

 

The wheels are 14" Panasport wheels, which re-

placed the 13" stock units.  There is a full matching 

spare in the trunk.  There is a Wilwood big brake kit 

on the front end and all of the 

suspension bushes and nylatron, 

so it handles and stops quite well.  

There steering is very direct and if 

you are not careful when you 

sneeze, there is a good chance 

you just changed lanes. 

  

The stock seats are gone and 

have been replaced with Miata 

seats with custom leather seat 

covers from Mr. Mike's in Florida, 

who specializes in custom Miata 

and Fierro seat covers in just about any 

kind of material and trimming op-

tions.  The door panels have also been 

recovered in the same leather for a cohe-

sive look, long gone is the plaid patterned 

upholstery that it came out of the factory 

with.  The stereo is wired through the 

speakers in the seats. 

 

The car has factory air conditioning, 

though it is disconnected but is something 

we are looking to get functioning again. 

  

The previous owner rebuilt the engine after about 1,200 

miles of ownership.  He had a new engine built by the Wedge 

Shop in Taunton, MA, based on a 3.9 litre block.  The engine 

has a big 4 barrel Holly carburetor, and the engine is rated at 

185 horsepower and 188 lbs. ft. of torque at the rear wheels.  

These figures came from the previous owner after having it 

dyno tuned after breaking in the engine.  It does seem to 

have good useable power and if you get on it, it will push you 

back in your seat.  From the factory these cars came with a 

3.5 litre motor and about 130 horsepower at the flywheel. 

 

It has an aluminum radiator and the big electric fan to cool it 

but that needs to be looked at, as it seems to run a little on 

the sweaty side.  What works in Massachusetts may not work 

as well in Nevada.  To power everything it runs a 95 amp 

alternator. 

Jane’s modified 1980 TR8 

The modified rear bumper cover 

The recovered interior 

3.9 litre engine with Holly 4-bbl carburetor  

Recovered Miata seats with speakers 

Jane’s beautiful TR8 

Jane’s Beautiful TR8— submitted by Simon James 

http://www.baclv.net
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Triumph TR7/TR8: It was the Best of Cars and it was the Worst of Cars, by  Stanley Pepelinski  

As a co-editor of the Spanner, my position to 
“edit” articles generally written by others.  Well, I 
fell in love with Jane James’ TR8.  When I first saw 
photographs of it at one of the BACLV events I 
asked “what kind of car is that?”  These questions 
lead me on a quest – the TR7/8, why, what and 
how.   

The odd perspective, since the TR-4, Triumph cars 
had been basically the design ideas of a single 
ITALIAN design, not British, Geovanni Michelotti.  
Then in the 1970’s a “home town boy”, Harris 
Mann, produced a design that would not be recog-
nized for 30 years. 

Researching this article to coincide with Jane and 
Simon’s new acquisition of a TR8 brought about an 
understanding of the British sports car and the 
British automotive industry I never understood.  
Design, regardless of the type of design, must be 
recognized through the perspective of the time in 
which it was produced.  It is difficult to regard a 
design in the 1880’s and compare it to the designs 
produced in the 2000’s.  To take a TR7/8 and 
compare it to a design of 1960 or that of 2017 is an impossible task, especially in automotive design that caters to the whims of the culture that 
formed it. 

So as you read the following article, place yourself in the late 1960’s (yes some of you were not even a glimmer then), 1970’s and 1980’s.  Think 
about what was happening around you then.  Think about a car company that was struggling to find its niche, hoping to predict the future and re-
main alive.  Think about a nation that was setting trends, was an epicenter for the Pop culture, and was known for its ‘classics’. 

Jane and Simon James have a beautiful and unique bit of automotive history.  Like it, love it and appreciate it for all it represents in the aesthetics 
and engineering.  It is beautiful (my opinion).  For a 30 second walk-around of Jane and Simon’s TR8 go to: https://youtu.be/0A4kYYB1slc 

Do you remember long, shoulder length hair on guys, Bob Seger, protests, VW Buses with flowers all over and the 
event that changes the world – Woodstock (good you’re older than I am)?  The shape of the world was changing 
and the youth of the world was the force of change.  It was the late 1970’s and we were about to enter a brand new 
decade, optimistic and positive.  The decade was to be formed by the United States.  Design sensibilities, the aes-
thetics emanated from the U.S. and imported to Europe and the world.  “THE” consumer market, the “pot of gold,” 
was in America,  

Fresh, new, brash and bold, this is where you had to be to be a success.  Triumph, a division of British Leyland and 
hen BL, Ltd. saw this opportunity and decided they were going to be the cool ones.  So in the early 1970’ Triumph 
set out to design a car for the U.S. market and design a sports car for the times.  They were going to leave MG (also 
a British Leyland marque) in the dust.  Truly it was The Shape of Things to Come according to Triumph and British 
Leyland.  Left behind were the designs of Giovanni Michelotti (Spitfire and TR4), Karmann (TR6) and turned to the 

new ideas of Harris Mann with his more youthful aggressive designs for Triumph.  The 30-some Mann set to work designing for the Cultur-
al Revolution with the “Wedge”.  Mann was equipped with experience living in America, working as an automotive designer/consultant with 
the likes of Ford Motors, penning the Escort and Capri.  North America was to be the target for the new breed of Triumph.  It was their 
path to future industrial success and relevancy. 

Triumph was not the only company to see the ‘wedge’ as a The Shape of Things to Come.  In Great Britain there was Lotus’ wedgey entry 
with the Esprit (1976), Italy had the Fiat X-1/9 (1972), and for a few dollars more there was the Lancia Stratos (1973), and the Ferrari 
308 (1975).  So by the time the TR-7 entered the North American market in July of 1979, the aesthetic was not the shape of things to 
come, but the shape of what was. 

https://lasvegaslogoz.com/
http://kmcnv.com/
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There were many challenges to the “new” design Triumph found hard to overcome in the U.S. market – the U.S. Congress, not to men-
tion the fuel shortages that plagued the world in general.  There were the safety concerns and requirements that effectively prohibited 
the “drophead” (convertible), but ultimately never enacted.  Bumper heights were raised.  And the every attractive "5 mph bumpers" 
were talked of being legislated.  At home it was a time of social unrest and labor protest.  The TR7/8 ended up being produces in three 
different factories.  With each of the three factories, improvements were made, subtle and not so subtle changes were exacted. 

By the time production was implemented, some of the design decisions that affected the result were finally and hesitantly made.  The 
TR7 was designed and hit the North American shores in 1979 and was well received.  At the same time, the TR8 found its way to North 
America in any significant number (it is possible to find some 1978 TR8’s which were shipped to the U.S. as promotional cars for dealers 
and later sold off).  1980 was the first year the TR8 was formally sold in the U.S. and Canada. 

The fuel shortages had strangled the TR7 to a 90 horsepower, slant-four cylinder engine.  The TR7 was built in a factory in Speke, Eng-
land, which was a hotbed for labor-oriented strikes, and sabotage which earned the TR7 a poor reputation for build quality.  The V-8 
version of the TR7, the TR8, found themselves in similar circumstance as the Triumph Stag; stymied by engine unavailability and labor 
strife.  Unlike the Stag, the TR8 employed the Rover V-8, which was based upon the General Motor’s 215 c.i.d., alloy engine developed 
for Buick in 1961 and licensed to British Leyland.  British Leyland developed it further and featured it as the popular 3.5 liter V-8 with 
135 hp with a top speed of 118 mph. 
 
The TR8 was an “upscale” sports car offering power steering, rumbling dual exhaust.  Leather 
steering wheel, a five-speed manual transmission, twin Zenith-Stromberg carburetors and fuel 
injection (Bosch K-Jetronic, California market).  From the TR7, Triumph improved the handling 
of the TR8 by adding larger brakes, a more responsive suspension a better differential gearing 
(3.08:1) to adapt to open road cursing.  There was also an optional three-speed automatic 
transmission available for the North American market.  This Rover spec engine was the engine 
that was ultimately denied to the Triumph Stag spelling the doom of the model and a contrib-
utor to the demise of the Triumph marque. 

By 1979, the production of the TR8 (and TR7) moved from the troubled Speke plant to a more 
modern factory in Canley, Coventry.  The very positive result of this move a not found in radi-
cal improvements in the TR8 as much as the improvements in the build quality of the car.  
Visually, there were changes in the badging including a newly designed TR8 logo, the car was 
lowered by one inch, new 13-inch steering wheel and the dual exhaust system.  The interiors 
were then designed around a tartan plaid that was popular at that time.  The cars produced in Canley were mainly intended for sale in 
the North American market, though they did not hit the shores here until May of 1980 in the drophead configuration.  There was a good 
deal of recognition of the TR8 by numerous publications and in 1980 the Triumph TR8 was proclaimed the “Import Car of the Year” by 
Motor Trend magazine, and a featured car in Car & Driver, proclaiming it as “Nothing less than the reinvention of the sports car.” 

Triumph appears to have produced majority of the TR7/TR8 cars at the Canley facility.   

The total number of TR8 cars produces seems to be between 2,722 and 2,815 according to the British Motors Institute.  Of those it is 
thought that 400 were coupes and approximately 2,346 drophead (convertibles).  This number is in some dispute between the various 

researchers.  It would appear that Triumph production records were less than ac-
curate.  The VIN’s did not necessarily match sequentially with the production rec-
ords and at times seemed some-
what arbitrary in their assignment.   

The production of the TR8 also 
produced significant results on the 
racetrack.  North America Group 
44 campaigned a TR8 in IMSA GTO 
competition with wins that cli-
maxed in a 1980 12 Hours of Se-
bring in the GTO class.  The TR8 
also found success in the SCCA 
ProRally National Championship 
with wins in three of the four years 

of competition. 

Sadly, Triumph was never able to 
capitalize on the success of the cars produced in the Canley plant.  By this time British Leyland was now BL, Ltd. and was suffering fi-
nancially.  Triumph itself was so strapped for capital they were unable to invest in the needed marketing and advertising to promote the 
TR8 and its achievements.   

This prompted a move from the Canley plant to the Solihull plant that became the final resting place for the TR7 and TR8.  The third 
production facility instituted additional cosmetic changed.  Dropped was the period popularity of the tartan interior in favor of a simple 
nylon interior scheme.  They revised the dash fascia to a gray-blue instead of black, and, once again, revised the logo badge on the nose 
of the car.  By the end of 1981 the TR7/TR8 ceased production with a production run of 8,000 units as far as the records can be deci-
phered.  There is some rumored indication that a few 1982 cars were produced and shipped to Canada, but cannot be substantiated. 

On October 5, 1981 the production of the 
TR7/8 ended with the final production of a 
TR7.  After the end of TR production the 
Solihull plant turned to the production of the 
Honda-based Triumph Acclaim.  At this time 
the “Triumph” marque is the property of 
BMW.  BMW has found substantial success 
with the Mini marque; might they consider 
the Triumph marque resurrection? 

Why a TR8?  Do you have an extra 
$5,500,000?  Carroll Shelby took a Ford V8 
engine and stuffed it into an AC Ace body.  
Selby’s own AC Cobra sold for $17,700,000 
on August 20, 2016.  Then Shelby also put a 

Rocco Marciello, RMP Motorsports, GT-1 
CASC Sprint Champion 

Triumph/Rover 3.5L, V8 

Speke Plant  Badge         Canley  Plant Badge               Solihull Plant Badge 

Identifying Badges On The Nose of the TR8 
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Ford V8 in the Sunbeam Tiger; if you have an extra $100,000 you can pick one up on eBay (watch the numbers 
for the faux).  It had been a dream to take a small British car and put a V8 in it.  Many car builders tried with 
various degrees of success.  All too often the result was an ill-mannered, poorly assembled car with lumps and 
bumps, hood scoops and an interior fit for a bordello.  Most of the ‘production’ British-bodied, American-powered 
cars were a product of the 1960’s; they were produced in very small numbers when introduced to the public.  
Even the Sunbeam Tiger produced by Rootes Group only hit a 7,085 number including all prototypes.   

A secret car is out there that was imported into North America for two years, 1980 and 1981, with worldwide 
production at 2,015 to 2,746 (see above).  An estimated 750-drophead models and 190 coups still travel the 
roads worldwide in various conditions. 

 
The original 1980 price for a TR8 was around $11,000.  As of 2016 a “nice” example of an unmodified car listed 
for around $12,000.  This is for an original TR8, not the TR7V8 that is the conversion of the TR7 with the up-
graded V8 power train.  Currently at the Wedge Shop you can find a good example for $12,500.  This is an 
amazing price for a British bodied V8 powered, low-production British sports car.  Most of these cars are to in 
the United States and Canada.  The trick is not to tell anyone about the TR8.  Once the word gets out and the 
secret spreads, perhaps the best deal in town will disappear. 

A Brief Chronology of the TR7/TR8: 

January 1975: TR7 comes to North American shores 

May 1976: TR7 released to remainder of world 

February 1977: Prototype TR7V8 coupes produces (estimated 40 cars) 

October 1977:  Speke plant strikes shutting down production of TR7/8 through November 1977, management/engineers assembled 
some cars 

March 1978: Speke production resumes 

May 1978:  Speke plant closes 

October 1978:  Canley plant begins production of TR7 

November 1978:  TR8 production may have begun at the Canley plant 

July 1979: TR7 drophead (convertible) introduced to North America 

January 1980:  TR7 drophead (convertible) introduced to Europe 

March 1980:  TR7 drophead (convertible) introduced to United Kingdom 

March 1980:  The press is provided with the TR8 for review 

June 1980:  North American TR8 drophead (convertible) is available 

Summer 1980: TR7/8 production is moving to Solihull 

August 1980:  Canley plant production line is closed 

TR8 Advertisement 

British Auto Club General Membership Meeting Minutes — 5/21/17 

(Minutes taken by Jim Lefler due to Brett Harris being out of town) 

President Sandy opened the meeting promptly at 9:00 am. She welcomed the membership and introduced guest and new members. Al 

Seminatore reviewed the upcoming Mt Charleston Run. Simon James bought a 1980 TR8 for Jane. Way to go Simon!! Pat Klenk said the 

spanner is doing well. The editors can use more articles; if you like to write this is your opportunity to be published. David Ogle was intro-

duced as the new club Treasurer. The “Paddle” was passed from Jim Shope to Susie Rosoff. (Did Jim take longer than ten minutes to fix 

Susie’s car??) Pat Seminatore noted that the last time Al won the Paddle, Pat took it to church. They haven’t had it since. (Makes me won-

der) There was a discussion about the original Paddle and where it is. If you have it or know where it is please let us know. We would like to 

keep track of it for Club History. Thanks (Jim Lefler 702-[redacted]) Watch the Spanner and Web Site for upcoming events. Some of our 

members attended the Top Gear event. We are looking for possible summer and fall events. If you have an idea let us know. Think out of 

the box. The Leflers won the raffle. Sandy closed the meeting.   

Note: the board minutes for June will be published in the August SPANNER,  you can find them on-line at BACLV.NET 
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British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Upcoming Events  

June 

14th  Board Meeting,  6 pm - Market Grille 7070 N. Durango Dr 

25th  General Membership Meeting, 9-10:30 am 

 Wild Horse Golf Course  

July 

8th  Beat the Heat run—Red Rock Canyon, 5:30 am (see inside for details) 

12th Board Meeting,  7 pm -Location TBD 

14th  Hofbrauhaus Dinner, 6pm (see inside for details) 

30th  General Membership Meeting, 9-10:30 am 

 Wild Horse Golf Course  

August 

9th Board Meeting,  7 pm - Location TBD 

25th  51s Baseball Night, 7:05 first pitch 

27th General Membership Meeting, 9-10:30 am 

September 

13th  Board Meeting,  7 pm - Location TBD 

21-23 Triumphfest, Flagstaff, AZ 

24th General Membership Meeting, 9-10:30 am 

30th  Wurstfest, Boulder City 


