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Mission Statement 
MISSION STTATEMENT 

 
The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car 
owners and enthusiasts dedi-
cated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport.   
The Club  promotes Information 
and networking and revels in 
the   social elements of British 
car  ownership.  You don’t need 
to own an LBC (little British 
Car) to be a member, just love 
& admire them.    
 
 
Club members, prospective 
members and British car en-
thusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.  We discuss events 
and activities, swap Lucas 
stories, exchange advice on 
repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one another.  
 
Membership Meetings are held 
at 9:AM on the last Sunday of 
each month at    
 

The Wildhorse Golf Club 
2100 Warm Springs Rd. 

Henderson Nevada  
 
Any change in location will  be 
noted in the Spanner and our 
website.   

Board of Directors 2018  

President:  James Oswald 

jgreenozzie@yahoo.com 

V.P & Events: Michael Johnson  

mjohnson@eventdojo.com 

Secretary:  Brett Harris 

m.brett.harris@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Ogle 

camarofast@embarqmail.com 

Officer at Large: Open 

 

Appointed Positions  

Newsletter Co-Editors: 

Kate Payne 

Patrick Klenk 

baclvspanner2017@outlook.com 

Membership Chairman: 

Bill Wellbaum 

wcwellbaum@cox.net 

Tech Editor: Ron Couturier       

roncouturier78@gmail.com     

Webmaster:  Margaret  Klenk 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 

Mailing Address 

BACLV 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 

 

WWW.BACLV.net   

Commercial fee schedule for advertising 
in the SPANNER  is:       

 
1/2 page                     $150.00 
1/4 page                     $100.00 
Business card size     $75.00 

 
Advertisers supporting the British Auto Club of Las 

Vegas receive a member’s discount . 

Consider Submitting an Article to 

the SPANNER.  Submissions are 

preferred in a non-formatted Word 

format, 500 to 1,000 words.  Pho-

tos are also welcome  and should 

be sent separately in .jpeg format, 

with appropriate cut line/caption 

descriptions.  The deadlines are 

typically the 15th of the month 

prior. 

Cover:  

President’s Message 

By James Oswald 

Want more BACLV updates and photos?   

Join our Facebook Group...British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

(request to join group) 

  

This is the Season of the British Car.  The temperature drops and cars run 

with a cool breeze flowing over the engine and the faces of driver and 

passenger.  Wurstfest in Boulder City was the last of the hot weather 

events this year.  If you wanted to hang with extraordinary fun-loving 

people under the shade of magnificent old trees next to classic old vehi-

cles, this was the event.  The charm of Old Town Tuscan-style Milo’s res-

taurant was the perfect setting for winding down at the end of the day.  

As President, I have worked on a plan to get Officer Nominees for 2019. Thanks to the help of our 

membership and individuals willing to move into an active position, we may have an extraordinary team 

for next year.  This was achieved at the September meeting.  One nominee per position eliminates the 

need for an election at the October meeting.  An official announcement will be made again at that meet-

ing.  However, we are still looking for a Secretary.  The list includes:  Jonas Payne as President, Rosie 

Johnson as Vice President, Al Seminatore as Officer-at-Large, and Dave Ogle as Treasurer. 

Remember to review the list of scheduled activities on the back page of this Spanner.  Watch out for a 
2019 planning session event at Jonas Payne’s home. With the help of members and hosts, all types of 
events improve our relationships and make life an adventure.   

 

 

http://www.baclv.net
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October Anniversaries 
3rd George and Kathy McHarris 

13th Joseph and Sharon Adashek 

15th Anthony Cooper 

21st Edward Baciak 

25th Phillip and Shelly Menser 

31st Merle and Bruce Mauser 

Missed your Birthday/Anniversary or get  the date wrong?  Please email: 

baclvspanner2017@outlook.com so we can update our list.  

Missed a Membership or Board Meeting?  

You can read the Meeting Minutes on the BACLV website in the  Members 

Section.  Email baclv1990@outlook.com for password 

From the Editor’s Desk   
Kate Payne & Pat Klenk 

October Birthdays 
5th Barbara Headrick 

8th Dottie Couturier 

9th Steve Kennedy 

14th Pat Kunde 

16th Thomas Hill 

19th David Kunde 

25th Mark Short 

26th Jim Shope 

30th Christine Shope 

 Ah, fall driving weather is upon us.  No more scuttling from AC house 

to car to AC building. The increased driving of older LBC’s means the 

possibility of a breakdown, unfortunately.  Not to worry, Brian Naas will 

be happy to hand over the “Paddle” at a Membership meeting.   The cool-

er weather also makes it more comfortable to work in the garage, if you 

haven’t added AC.  A few members posted on Facebook  photos of treas-

ured AC units installed this summer. The BACLV Facebook page is a nice 

way for members to keep in touch while waiting for the monthly Spanner.  

Hopefully, they have been able to get their cars ready for some of the fun 

events planned for this fall. 

 When Pat and I started our turn as Spanner Editors, I was given box-

es of photos, paperwork and a copy of ALL of the Spanners.  Ron Couturi-

er took on the Herculean task of putting names on the box of photos 

dating back to 1992.  Now that we have digital, no more boxes of nega-

tives and Photo Hut envelopes, but still have a huge number of photos 

without names.  Some things change but still have the same problems.  

Please consider future Club Members and label your digital photos of 

events with names. 

 I started prepping this edition of the Spanner and was looking for 

content. I am not a “wrench” so an article about LBC’s would most likely 

be along the lines of which colors are prettiest. If I were more of Heloise, 

I could research how to remove oil spots from concrete.   I remembered 

the box of Spanners.  I decided to take a look back at what the club had 

been up to in October 1998 and 2008.  So a big Thank You to Ray and 

Doralee Smithson, 1998 Editors and Susie Rosoff, 2008 Editor, Ibsen 

Dow, 2002 Editor and Ken Korotkin, 1994 Editor (as well as the numer-

ous other Spanner Editors)  for not only creating great Spanners but also 

for making sure that they were saved for a future Editor to look back on.  

Oddly enough, Ibsen Dow did a “Blast from the Past” for the October 

2002 Spanner that I found after I decided to do one.  

 While looking through 25+ years if  Spanners, it was amazing to see 

the number of people who are still active in the club, the number of 

events that the club continues to hold and the  number of great events 

that we could do.  The common thread was always that the club is at it’s 

peak when a diverse group of members participate...either by serving on 

the Board or Committees, hosting events or attending events. It was 

comforting to note that in 2008, the  Spanner wanted to remind mem-

bers to do just that (Advice on page 10).   

Happy Driving-Kate 

http://www.baclv.net
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Here is Ron in November 1998, setting 

up for the Annual Garage Sale.   Below 

is Dottie, who has not aged since 1998 

at the October Fest.  

 

As I was putting this article together, 
my first thought was “please don’t 
shoot the messenger”. The undisputable 
reality is that there is an unimaginable 
amount of information and certainly ques-
tionable information concerning tire dress-
ings available to make your tires look like 
new and give them that “wet look” to en-
hance the appearance of your proud ride. 
Unfortunate as it may seem, there are prod-

ucts on the market that are potentially 
harmful for your tires, especially if they are 
applied wrong.   Over the years, people have 
asked me what I recommended for a tire 
dressing, my answer was, “well stick to a 
name brand, and don’t buy an off-the-wall 
cheap product”. As you read this article 
please keep in mind that I am not a tire en-
gineer or a chemist, and I know there are 
car guys and gals that are not necessarily 
going to agree with everything in this article. 
First of all, tires are made up of two main 
ingredients—19% rubber and 26% reinforc-
ing fillers. The tire rubber used is either, 
Styrene-butadiene rubber, Polybutadiene 
rubber or Butyl rubber, which protect the 
tire from fatigue and cracking resistance. 
Tire fillers are composed of carbon black or 
silica (or a combination thereof). These fill-
ers provide tensile strength and traction. 
Synthetic polymers comprise 24% of the 
ingredients which provide rolling resistance. 
Antioxidants and Antiozonants are 14% of 
the tire content which are for temperature 
considerations, flexing, UV damage (sun), 
ozone damage (manmade pollution), and 
oxygen exposure which all cause dry rot. 
Steel, at 12%, is included to stiffen the tire 
casing and textile, at 4%, is for dimensional 
stability. Dry rot is probably the worst ene-
my for a tire, especially in a hot dry desert 
climate found in Southern Nevada. 

Now let’s look at the tire dressing issue. The 
compatibility of using tire dressing on tires is 
a question of looking at the ingredients that 
make up the product. An important question 
is, does the manufacturer have the capabil-
ity of engineering the product to enhance 
the appearance of the tire without harming 
the rubber or is it just to make the tire look 
nice. There are two types of tire dressings 
on the market: water based and solvent 
based.  Water based dressings, often a milky
-white liquid, theoretically should not harm 
rubber over time. Water based dressings are 
typically a combination of oils and synthetic 
polymers that produce a non-greasy finish—
like a new tire. There are water based dress-
ings that contain UVR blocking agents to 
help keep tires from cracking and hardening.  
Water based dressings are environmentally 
friendly, biodegradable, and will not damage 
body paint or the finish on wheels. Solvent 
based silicone dressings are a clear, greasy, 
sticky liquid. These dressings leave a wet, 
glossy film on the tire. Some solvent-based 
dressings contain petroleum distillate sol-
vents. The petroleum distillate liquids can 
harm the tire over time causing premature 
drying and cracking. Care must be taken 
when spraying these dressings which can 
harm body paint or wheel finish. There is a 
school of thought that believes that just 
about any silicone based tire dressing will 
damage your tire over time because of the 
chemical makeup. The reasoning is that the 
solvent based dressing can actually degrade 
the antioxidants in the tire that protect the 
tire from ozone, oxidation and UV damage. 

No matter what you decide as to whether 
you should use a tire shine for your tires, 
keep in mind that tire manufacturers recom-
mend replacing tires every six years no mat-
ter how much mileage are on them or what 
the tread looks like. Keep in mind that there 
are ways to maximize tire life—some may 
surprise you. Avoid excessively washing tires 
and don’t use a harsh cleaner, as the cleaner 
over time will remove the protectants in the 
rubber. Drive the vehicle and don’t let the 
tires just sit for a long time. Protect your 
tires from the sun when not in use. Check 
tire pressures at least once a month. Occa-
sionally check the sidewalls for tiny cracks, 
which indicates, a dry rot condition. Tires are 
expensive—take care of them. 

TIRE DRESSINGS -  

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 

EDITOR—As long as we are reading and con-

sidering the information from Ron  Couturier, 

we thought we would add a bit of  BACLV his-

tory for you. 

Tech 

Talk 
By Ron Couturier 

Tech Editor 

Ron has been writing tech articles for 

the club many years.  He and his wife, 

Dottie, have been with the BACLV 

since 1997!   

Visit the club’s website to view more of 

his articles. 

Thanks, Ron, for your dedication to the 

club. 

https://www.baclv.net/tech-articles 

https://www.baclv.net
https://www.baclv.net/tech-articles
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Tune and Tech Naas Spitfire 
Text and Photos by Jonas Payne 

 Its one of the few cool evenings in Las 

Vegas in July, and our indomitable Brian 

Naas decides to take his Spitfire on a little 

joyride.  It’s nice out, the car is running 

great and Brian has an idea, a bad idea.  A 

very bad idea.   How about a little impromp-

tu parking lot autocrossing?  Brian smiling, 

tires howling, he’s throwing the car around 

like Fangio.  He was having a great time, 

until he wasn’t.   There’s an odd thing about 

40+ year old rubber bushings on a car.  

They get hard and brittle, and sometimes 

break.  When the swaybar/A-Arm link let go 

mid corner, the sway bar stopped doing its 

job, and instantly, a lot 

of undesirable forces 

went to work on a 

driver side front tire 

already at the limit of 

adhesion, and the car 

started to slide.  Right 

into and up and over a 

planter curb.  As the 

car slid up over the 

curb, the frame bot-

tomed out and the 

driver side of the 

frame was “gutted”, 

ripping off the sway 

bar mount, tearing a 

hole in the car’s 

frame and bending up 

the steering rack.  

 Fast forward a few 

months, and I finally am physically able to 

do some work, and we have an open week-

end in the shop for a tune and tech session. 

In addition to repairing the frame damage 

and fabricating a 

new sway bar bracket, we ended up doing a 

complete suspension re-build inclusive of 

new springs, steering rack, shocks and 

bushings.  Brian brought the car over and 

we were joined by Bill Wellbaum, Jim Os-

wald, Jim Hughes and Mitch Vamos.  We put 

in a full day on Saturday, and Mitch, Brian 

and I were able to button up the remaining 

repairs on Sunday. 

 Brian is pleased to note that the car rides 
and handles better than ever, and we are all 
happy to see him enjoying the car again.  
Thanks to all who assisted.  

 

Mitch Vamos, Jim Hughes, Bill Wellbaum, Brian Naas 

Repaired frame 

Sway Bar Bracket 

Fred and Dora are saving the date... 

BACLV Holiday Party a& Award Banquet 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Forge Social Hall 
533 California Ave. 

Boulder City 

Details to come…. 

http://www.baclv.net
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Over the Hump to Pahrump Car Show 
By Al Seminatore, Photographs by AJ Dowden 

 September 16th was a beautiful day for a 
car show in Mountain Falls.    The cars start-
ed to arrive a little after 11:00 am.  The 
Judge, John Jensen otherwise known as the 
Chief, was present and ready to judge.  

      His first comment was “ these are all 
winning   presentations”.  Chief explained 
that he used a five point system to grade 
each car.   Cars were not judged against 
each  other.  In addition each participant 
was given a crib sheet showing the grade 
given for each of the ten categories. The crib 
sheet would allow participants to see how  a 
judge might look at their entry and how to 
improve their presentation. 

 The results were: 

First Place to the Westfalls with a Lotus Elise 
and the trophy was a model car. 

 

Second Place to the Seminatores with their 
Austin Healey 3000. 

 

Third Place to the  Jane and Simon James 
with  their Triumph TR8. 

Fourth Place to Brett  Harris with his MGB. 

Fifth Place  went to Steve Scott and his MG-
TD.   This is the first event after a complete 
restoration of his car. 

Sixth Place went to Ron Sandgren and his 
Triumph.   

Seventh Place went to AJ Dowden and his 
Jaguar S-Type R. 

There were 20 people and 7 cars in attend-
ance. 

Mr. John Jensen, the “Chief”, was kind enough to 

judge the BACLV cars for 2018. 

Neal and Maggie Westfall’s 2006 Lotus Elise—

The 2018 Over the Hump to Pahrump line-up 

Steve Scott’s newly restored MG-TD showing for 

the first time  

Brett Harris receives his Fourth Place ribbon for 

his MG-B, as Pat Seminatore looks on 

Steve Scott discuss the ribbon for the Fifth 

place finish of his MG-TD 

First Place winners, Neal and Maggie Westfall 

In Second Place, and our hosts, Al and Pat 

Seminatore 

https://www.baclv.net
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(from page 6) 

Seventh Place went to AJ Dowden and his Jaguar S

-Type R 
Brett Harris’ MGB, with a slight ouch  The lovely TR8 of Jane James on in Fourth Place 

the lawn 

Ron Sandgren TR6 took Fifth Place The Seminatore’s Austin Healey 3000, always a 

pleaser 

The Main event….lunch and conversation 

http://www.baclv.net
https://lasvegaslogoz.com/
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Blast from the past: Spanner 1998 
This is what the club was up to 20 years ago... 

 

How Much things cost in 1998  

 
Yearly Inflation Rate USA 1.55% Year End Close Dow Jones Industrial Average 9181 Interest Rates Year End Federal Reserve 8.25% 

Average Cost of new house $129,300.00 Average Income per year $38,100.00 Average Monthly Rent $619.00 Cost of a gallon of Gas 

$1.15 Average cost of new car $17,200.00 US Postage Stamp 32 cents 1 LB of Bacon $2.53 1 LB Hamburger meat $1.40 Loaf of 

Bread $1.26 Dozen Eggs 88 cents  

(www.thepeoplehistory.com/1998.html 

The Base price of a 1998 Morgan 4/4 1800 2-door Roadster was $51, 500. (nadaguides.com) 

 

 

Imperial Palace Car Museum (Tripadvisor.com) 
 

http://www.baclv.net
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Blast from the Past: October 1998 Spanner 
Advice from the October 1998 Spanner: 

Nine Ways to Help Kill Your Association  

 
Here are the Nine Commandments for making sure your association meets a certain death: 

 

1. Don’t participate beyond paying your dues-let “them” handle things.  Then complain that members have no voice in what goes on. 

2. Decline all offices and committee appointments-you’re too busy for them.  Then offer vociferous advice on how “they” should do things.  

3. If appointed to a committee, don’t work-it’s a courtesy appointment. Then complain because the organization has stagnated.  

4. If you do attend management meetings, don’t initiate new ideas.  Then you can play “devil’s advocate” to those ideas submitted by 

others. 

5. Don’t rush to pay your dues-they’re too high anyway.  Then complain about poor financial management. 

6. Don’t encourage others to become members-that’s selling.  Then complain that membership isn’t growing. 

7. Don’t read the mail from headquarters-it’s not important anyway. Then complain that you’re not kept informed. 

8. Don’t volunteer your talents-that’s ego fulfillment. Then complain that you’re never asked, never appreciated. 

9. And, if by chance the organization grows in spite of your contributions, grasp every opportunity to tell the youngsters how tough it 

was, how hard you worked in the old days to build the organization to its present level of success.  

(Published in BACLV Spanner in October 1998; from The Buckeye Nurseryman and the Landscape Contractor by way of A Patch of Green 

(published by the Michigan & Border Cities Golf Course Superintendents Association) 

Vegas Golden Knights Raffle 
to benefit BACLV 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at 7:30 PM PT  

T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas 

 

  Vegas Golden Knights vs Anaheim Ducks 

Two tickets in Section 118, Row F, Seats 3 & 4 

 (total value at $330) 

Golden Raffle Ticket Prices 
$5 per ticket | $20 per 5 tickets 

 

Golden Raffle Ticket Sale Dates 

General Membership Meetings: Sunday, September 30 and October 28
Upcoming BACLV Events: October 13, 20, and 27 

Golden Raffle Ticket Drawing 

General Membership Meeting on Sunday, October 28 

 

Golden Raffle Ticket Rules 
You must be present at the Drawing on October 28th to win. 

You may NOT root for the opposing team! 

Tickets must be won as a pair.  

You must have a Smartphone that can download Flash Seats app. 

Tickets may not be resold to another party. 

No substitutions for other game dates or seats. 

https://www.baclv.net
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OCTOBER  

 

Red Rock Canyon drive and Pot Luck Brunch 

When:  October 13 

Time:  9:00 am-12:00 pm 

Join us for the Second Annual Red Rock drive and Pot Luck brunch.  

We will meet at the Dunkin Donut parking lot then drive through 
Red Rock. 

We will end at the scenic overlook just outside the park on Charles-
ton for Pot luck Brunch 

Hosts: Michael and Rosie Johnson 

RSVP: Website 

Annual Garage Sale Fund Raiser  

When: October  19th and 20 

Time:  5:00pm- 7:00pm for the Drop-Off on Friday 

  7:00 am—2:00ish for the Sale Day 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year! Come support your club 
and donate items to sell 

Drop-Off items and BYOB and a snack mixer on Friday October 19th 
at the Stillwell’s  

The Sale will be Saturday  October 20th, 7am-2pm ish  

Flyer with details coming soon!  

Hosts: The Stillwells 

RSVP: Website  

Please volunteer as well as bring items to sell 

Member Mixer  

When: October 27th  

Where: Ron and Dottie Couturier’s House 

Reception and Party (Pot Luck) at Ron and Dottie’s 

Hosts: Ron and Dottie Couturier  

RSVP: Website  

The BACLV has been throwing great Mixers for years.  This photo is the 

1998 Octoberfest Party. L-R Dottie Couturier, Stella Walker, Bonnie Himi-

ka, Anita Korotokin, and Ann Inman.  

https://www.baclv.net
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
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Blast from the Past: October 2008 Spanner 
Susie Rosoff was the Spanner Editor for a number of years (while husband, Allen, was the webmaster).  How 

has your LBC’s value ended up since 2008? On the right are prices from Hemmings  Motor’s website for a few 

of the makes that Susie researched.  (https://www.hemmings.com) 

Jaguars 

1953 XK Drophead Coup………….$154,900 

1954 XK 120…$74,000, $89,000,$125,000 

Austin Healey 

1955 Austin Healey……………………$39,500 

1955 Austin Healey (restored)…$145,800 

1959 Bugeye Sprite $16,500, $26,000 

Triumph 

None available in years shown 

MG 

1952 MG TD……………………………$21,995 

1953 MG TD……………………………$39,600 

1955 MGTF 1500…………………….$46,600 

1957 MGA……………………………….$23,300 

There were a curiously large number of cars for 
sale in the Netherlands.   

Across 

1 Kicks 

4 Tank 

5 MGSA 

7 Bonnet 

8 Couturier 

11 Pahrump 

13 Booze 

17 Kensington 

Motor Cars 

18 Bentley 

20 Midget 

21 Autocross 

23 Paddle 

Down 

2 Simon 

3 Jaguar 

6 Triumph 

7 Berlemann 

9 Website 

10 Boot 

12 Ash 

14 Naas 

15 Lucas 

16 Healeymanjim 

19 Elise 

20 Murphy 

Here is what the club was up to in the fall of 

2008. Membership meetings were at the Blue 

Ox Tavern.  

September Crossword Puzzle Answers 

http://www.baclv.net
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British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

P. O. Box 90973 

Henderson, NV 89009 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 

October 2018 

  

10th Board Meeting—Mimi's Cafe - 1121 S Fort Apache Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89117-5460  

13th Red Rock Drive and Potluck: Hosted by Michael and Rosie Johnson RSVP on website 

19- 20th Annual Potluck and Garage Sale: Hosted by the Stillwells Volunteers Needed! RSVP on website 

27th  Potluck Mixer; Hosts: Ron and Dottie Couturier RSVP on website 

28th  Monthly Membership Meeting 

 

November 

4th Possible Nelson’s Landing tour and lunch TBD 

11th Poker Run hosted by the Klenks; details to follow 

14th Board Meeting TBD 

17th Sandy Valley Drive; details to follow 

18th Membership Meeting at Wildhorse Golf Course (NOTE: date is one WEEK EARLIER due to Thanksgiving) 

https://www.baclv.net
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page
https://www.baclv.net/rsvp-page

