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BRITISH AUTO CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 

British Auto Club of Las Vegas ***  Founded 1990 by Ibsen & Julie Dow  ***  www.baclv.org 

You don’t need to own an LBC (little British Car) to be a  member, just love & admire them. 

February  2015 

 

A Shaky Ride Home for the Holidays 

 While stationed at a base, I managed to get some time off over the holidays to visit my 

family, who were living hundreds of miles away at the time. The LBC received pre-trip         

maintenance, which included packing the front wheel bearings and greasing the splines.  I hit 

the road early the next day, and was just a few hundred miles into it the trip, when I noticed a 

slight shake in the front end.  Attributing the shake to a thrown wheel weight up front, I made a 

mental note to check it later.  Thunderstorms followed me up the interstate, and the top went up 

and down as I pressed on at speeds as fast as the law would allow. 

 Sometime in the wee hours of the morning, disaster struck.  A loud, screeching noise 

sprung from the front breaks and sparks flew as I applied the brakes to stop at a red light.  At 

the stop light, I noticed that the right front of the LBC was a lot lower than the left side, not good.  

It turns out, the car had no wheel on the right side, and the car was resting on the brake rotor; 

again, not good. Fortunately, I was under a street light and could see; however, unfortunately 

what I could see in the light was the track my tire left as it sped through the grass, beating a 

path to the swamp.  Did I say, “not good” yet?  Think alligators and water moccasins.   

 After a few minutes, I located the wheel where it was laying in the swamp and quickly 

dragged it out, watching for alligators.  I spent the next 20 minutes in the grass looking for the 

knockoff.  Once found the problem now was to jack up the front end.  Easy, right?  Wrong.  The 

jack was designed to lift the car, all right, but with the wheel ON the car.  Remember, the wheel 

was OFF the car.  I had to get the car up somehow, so I stumbled around and found some logs 

that I could use to pry the front end up just enough to slip the jack under the spring.  No one, of 

course, came by to help because all of the smart people were home in bed.  Finally, getting the 

wheel on and banging down the knockoff, I proceeded to crank up and get moving.  End of    

story, right?   WRONG! 
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             Mission Statement 
 

   The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car   
owners and enthusiasts      
dedicated to promoting the 
hobby of British automotive 
sport. The Club  promotes  
Information and networking 
and revels in the social       
elements of British car        
ownership.   

You don’t need to own an 
LBC (little British Car) to be 

a  member, just love &     
admire them. 

  Club members, prospective 
members and British car           
enthusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.   
 Membership        
Meetings are held at 9:AM on 
the last Sunday of each month 
at  Wildhorse Golf Club, 2100 
Warm Springs Rd.                 
Henderson, 89014.  Any    
change    in    location    will  
be noted on our website:  
www.baclv.org    During our 
meetings, we will discuss 
events and activities, swap 
Lucas stories, exchange    
advice on repair problems and 
enjoy socializing with one    
another. 

BACLV 

       Board of Directors—2015    

  President -    Steve Kennedy 
       triumph971@aol.com 

 
Vice President & Events 

Bill Wellbaum                                                        
       wcwellbaum@cox.net 

 
  Secretary -  Jane James 

kiwican@embarqmail.com 
 

  Treasurer - Al Lindahl 
       allnsx@aol.com  

 
  Officer at Large -                           

Simon James                                       
kiwican@embarqmail.com 

 

       Appointed Positions—2015   

  Newsletter  Sandy Lashua 
     cwlashua@aol.com 

 
  Tech Editor & Liaison 

Ron Couturier                   
       roncouturier78@gmail.com 

             
    Webmaster - Margaret Sharp 

mwsharp2009@yahoo.com 

February 2015 

 

A Shaky Ride Home for the Holidays continued from Page 1 

 

I motored down the road about a mile when I ran into another red light. Applying 

the brakes again, I felt the right front drop and had a sinking feeling that something 

was not right.  Hearing the screeching and seeing the sparks, my fears were    

confirmed.  To make matter worse, this time I’d been going a little faster causing 

the wheel to roll a little farther into the swamp.  This time, there were no street-

lights, so it took more mucking around in the swamp to locate the wheel and the 

knockoff.  With flashlight in hand, I closely inspected the front hub and discovered 

I had stripped the splines in the wheel and hub.  I went through the same drill as 

before - got the jack under the car and put the wheel back on.   

 Facing the prospect of driving 200 miles with only my handbrakes, I     

decided to stay on the back roads through the piney woods where there was little     

traffic.  Once out of the last major city, there were only a few small towns.  I caught 

myself a few times putting my foot on the brake, so I put something between the 

brake pedal and my foot, which forced me to use only the gears and handbrake to 

slow down and stop.  This fiasco added three hours to my trip, but I made it home 

to my family for the holiday just after daylight. 

 After the holiday, I called around in desperation searching for a new wheel 

and hub, with no luck.  Then I called around to all of the junkyards.  I almost gave 

up, when I found out about a guy who had a junkyard in another town that kept a 

bunch of British cars on his lot.   I was able to talk with him and discovered he had 

just received an LBC the day before, the kind I needed, and he said he would hold 

the desperately needed parts until I got there. As luck would have it, the junkyard 

held a complete LBC, and it had everything needed to fix up my car.  Both wheels 

and hubs were pulled off, since these were the coarse-threaded hubs; I also took 

the knockoffs.  Keeping an eye on the future, I stripped that junkyard LBC of  

whatever I thought might be needed in the future.  Talk about being in the right 

place at the right time.  I raced home with the parts, changed out the hubs, and 

put the new wheels and knockoffs on.  Got the tires and wheels balanced and I 

was good to go.   

 I headed back those hundreds of miles to the base after the holiday with 

the family, sans problems.  Those wheels remained on my car for a few years until 

I got enough money together to get new hubs and chrome wheels.  Now, I was 

living large. 

 

Any guesses on whose story this is?   

 

For the answer see next months Spanner! 

 

http://www.baclv.org/
mailto:martykatz53@yahoo.com
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Mail correspondence to: 
 

     BACLV 
     P. O. Box 90973 

     Henderson, NV  89009-0973 
 

 NEWSLETTER   INFORMATION 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

 

Share your articles, information and ideas! Submit your 
article to the Spanner Editor by the 6th of the month.  
The Editor reserves the right to edit anything that is    
submitted.  Copyrighted material will not be accepted 
without written approval.   

February  2015 

 Recap of the Club Minutes     

Welcome Secretary Jane James! 

There were no meetings in December, so no minutes to report. 

 We are fortunate to have Jane James step up to become our New    

Secretary!  Jane and Simon have been members for a few years now and have 

hosted several events, namely the Beat The Heat Run, which is always a fun 

event.  Thank You both for you r participation and enthusiasm in our organization! 

I would like to welcome Jane as our new Secretary, I know she will do a fantastic job! 

Sandy Lashua   ~    Editor 

February Birthdays                                                   
2/1 Sandy Lashua               

2/1 Lorene Lindahl               

2/4 Beryl Masters              

2/7 Kartrina Nicosia           

2/7 Gary Payne                   

2/8 Angelo Gurreri                            

2/13 Clara Ogle                 

2/13 Pilar Wellbaum                 

2/22 Hap Polk                                                

2/27 Joel Goldberg 

 

 

February  Anniversaries 

2/3 Barker, Paul & Susann 

2/10 Lane, Jim & Joyce 

2/14 Payne, Pat & Gary 

2/14 Wellbaum, Bill & Pilar 

2/25 Paolozzi, Albert & Polly 
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The BACLV Uses Aim High   Marketing   

Solutions to print the Spanner. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday February 15 

Guiseppe’s Italian Restaurant 

6065 S. Durango Rd. Las Vegas, NV  89113 

(Take the 215 south to Durango, exit NORTH on South Durango.  

 Go one block, Guiseppes will be on the west side of the road) 

 

Cost is $25. per person   

Please RSVP to Sandy Lashua or Clara Ogle  by February 1, 2015 

Mail your checks to Al Lindahl 

(address in the Membership Directory) 

Or Pay at the General meeting in January 
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 Brake upgrade  

By Bill Sinclair  

 

 

 One of the hardest parts of writing articles is 

writing about stuff that has been written about hundreds 

of times, so here is my attempt to keep it interesting. One 

of the most common questions over the years is about 

braking. With bigger tires and wheels sometimes this    

becomes an issue so here is my low cost solution that 

seems to satisfy most drivers. Not everyone has to spend 

hundreds of dollars to get their car to stop. My first      

suggestion is to do a booster upgrade, I will talk about up    

grading a TR6 booster to an 8” universal, single or dual is 

the same work. You can purchase a universal 8” booster 

for about $100.00 average cost. If your brake master 

is old now is the time to replace it, if yours is worn it 

will fail, don’t buy an economy one, OEM quality , Bri-

tis parts  northwest has a decent priced one. Installing 

the booster is not a direct fit, nor is the master to it. 

You will have to oblong the firewall holes a little and 

rework a clevis to fit , on a TR6 a spacer is used        

between the booster and fire wall , you will have to 

make a thinner one , this can be made out of any ½” 

material ( I do have aluminum ones ) wood, Lexan, 

metal and fiberglass can be used. The push rod depth will have to be set, also this measurement is taken from the 

old booster as is the clevis length. Once these       modifications have been made the booster is ready to bolt up. 

Now for the brake master, you have to oblong the master cylinder mounting flange holes, a file will do this, measure 

and fit, make sure you pre fit the master to   booster to make sure you have push rod clearance, a new longer ad-

justing bolt might be needed to get the right distance ( a button Allen head bolt works well if a longer one is need-

ed).  
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Continued from page 5 

 

 Before you re assemble check the PDW valve for leak-

age, I do have a fix for that if needed, the UK cars did not use a 

PDW valve, so the fix I do is not dangerous. It is always better 

to bench bleed the master before you install to get all the air 

out of it , then install the brake lines and do a power bleed on 

all the wheels , once the car is ready for the road, test it in 

your driveway first. The next step if needed is caliper and rear     

cylinder upgrades, but try this first. MGB’s can be fitted the 

same way but use a 7” booster I upgrade the master at the same time on a MGB. On a TR6 with the bigger booster 

you can use Morgan rear cylinders and get a good rear brake feel. One of your   questions might be WHY? The     

bigger the booster the more pressure you get at the wheels with the same foot pressure. On the average this is 

more than adequate to get better stopping power.      I have a full set of pictures of the  install if needed, email me 

at britishrestorations@telus.net   and I will send them to you and answer any  questions.  

FUTURE  

 I am, after 7 years going to finish my wife’s TR6 , it will be the last personal car I do, so no budget on this 

one ,  A/C ,electric P/S from EZ steer out of Holland, P/W , cruise , automatic , V6 CHEVY , plus a full suspension 

make over, just to mention a few things , I will go into the upgrades as they are installed, I hope to take the finished 

car  to San Diego next Oct. .  

Bill Sinclair  

 

 

Ed Underwood   

      1936 ~ 2014 

 

 

BACLV  Member Since 1999 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 

 As of now our first event is in the bag after our Boulder Dam Brewery run. I 

don’t know how but this event always turns out some beautiful weather. We had about 

11 LBCs plus some other stuff too including Drew’s Miata. I think Drew and Jonas 

where the only ones to brave putting top down, but many more could have because it 

was so nice. These British car tops just don’t jump up and down by themselves. I timed 

Drew in his car and it goes up or down in about 10 seconds ~ all from inside the car 

with “Armstrong” power. The thing doesn’t leak much either, imagine that.  

 Bill Wellbaum, our Events Coordinator, needs hosts for some events, some already thought up and also 

your ideas too. Most of these require none to one phone call, take some pictures and write up something about as 

long as you see here. The whole idea is to get you involved so people get to know you and create greater      

friendships.  Please be ready to step up at the January meeting. Speaking of the January meeting you won’t want 

to miss out. I have  Bob Dougherty the  “Shirt Guy” coming to show us what he has and take orders. We don’t do 

this often so make sure to be there.  

 On a somber note, a few of us made it to Ed Underwood’s funeral service. It was a lovely service full of 

great stories and boundless love and appreciation. Gloria and Ed have been members in the BACLV for a long 

time and Ed will be greatly missed. This “car club” is unique that it is far from just a guy thing and we are fortunate 

to have everything the ladies bring to this organization and often more involved than most of the boys. That being 

said, Gloria, we hope to see you soon. 

Steve K 
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NEWSLETTER / WEBSITE     

 ADVERTISING RATES 

 
     The BACLV has a website online at  
www.baclv.org.  This site typically attracts over a 
1000 visitors weekly.   Please    submit a photo 
along with your text for each classified ad.  All 
ads, classified and display, will be placed both on 
the website and in the newsletter.      Display ads 
on the website can be linked to the  advertiser’s 
website.  Our low rates are posted on the        
classified/advertisers pages of our  website. 
 

1952 MG TD Roadster 

This beautiful Nevada car has 
36,000 original miles.   

It has been  garaged for 45 years 
and has not been started in 5 years.              
I have ALL the original parts and 
books.   

I drove this car in high school 
(1962) and have kept it ever since. 
It is time to let it go to a serious 
buyer who will care for the car. 

Contact:                                                                          
Jim Ward     702 456-5500   
j jw ards@hotmai l .com                                                                   

$20,000.   cash 

 

February 2015 

1972 Triumph 

British Racing Green  

Engine, Transmission and Differential have all been rebuilt.  

Has new Interior (including trunk). Has updated Starter and an 

oil  

cooler has been added. Has SS exhaust and electronic ignition.  

Suspension has all been rebushed. The car is garage kept. 

 

 Recently reduced!   Asking $13,500 or best offer. 

 Please call or email Stephen Carleton for more info  

 (805) 727-0066 or s.carleton663@gmail .com 

http://www.baclv.org/
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February  2015 

 

 

Boulder Dam Run 

Hosted by Jonas Payne 

 

 Sunshine and Temperatures in the High 50’s graced us for the inaugural event of 
2015.  For the 5

th
 year in a row, we have ventured out in the 1

st
 weekend of the new year for 

a drive in our    beloved LBC’s and have enjoyed remarkably consistent good weather (I’m 
sure that statement will come back to haunt us next year).  The Farmer’s almanac promises 
good weather and it has  delivered.  

 We had a great turnout including some 23 BACLV members, more impressive was 
the turnout of cars, although I believe Alan Bowman and I were the only ones top down.  

 As ever, Boulder City was beautiful and welcoming, and our friends at the Best Dam 
Brewing Company were happy to see us again this year.  Thanks to Alan Bowman for    
making  arrangements.  Thanks to Steve Kennedy and Pat Klenk for organizing the event.   

 One minor blemish at the end of the day however.  My Father’s XK-150 failed to be 
roadworthy within 10 minutes due to a flat tire, so the paddle will reside at the Payne        
residence once again until somebody else “Fails to Proceed” at a club event.  No harm 
done, we ran home, picked up an air compressor and had the tire re-filled in a jif suffering 
only about 45 minutes in overall delay.    Oddly enough, the tire is still holding air a week   
later, so rumors of foul play abound………Hmmmmmmmm 

  

2nd starting point 

Andrew Lashua,            Allen Rosoff         Dave Ogle Bill Wellbaum, Drew, Aly & Steve Kennedy 

Pat Payne 

Jim Oswald, Jim Shope, Alan Bowman & Lupe King 
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Jaguar E-Type Story Strange but True 

 
 

 The introduction of the E-Type Jaguar took place at the Geneva Auto Show on March 16, 

1966. It was introduced by Jaguar founder Sir William Lyons. Aerodynamicist Malcom Sayers   

design, to say the least, was spectacular.  The E-Type went on to be produced until 1974 when 

production ceased at the Brown’s Lane factory in Coventry. When production ended there were, of 

course, parts left over. These parts were acquired by a Jaguar enthusiast who kept them stored 

for 31 years. In 2005 this enterprising Brit decided to sell all of his E-Type parts to a gentleman 

who had a friend by the name of Mike Wilkinson of M&C Jaguar Spares, a Yorkshire-based     

Jaguar parts business. Mike went to see Ray Parrott. Ray was a regular customer and had       

already restored several cars. Together, Ray and Mike took an exhaustive inventory of the parts 

and discovered that about 95% of the parts were there to actually build a V-12 Series 3 Roadster. 

 

 Ray, a self-taught engineer, set to work painstakingly assembling the car in his Essex 

home garage. Ray already had extensive knowledge of the car and had his fully assembled Series 

3 car for reference. He also had a shop manual and original assembly manuals. Working both day 

and night it took Ray eight months to assemble the car. Through the course of the assembly Ray 

found that the mild-steel exhaust system was in perfect shape. All bolt holes on parts lined up   

perfectly. There was no rust on anything. The original Dunlop tires were also in perfect condition 

because they had never been exposed to the elements. The day finally arrived when Ray took the 

black roadster with a tan interior for its first drive. The car was then tested by the Ministry of  

Transportation and was awarded both Vin and chassis numbers.  Ray Parrott then became the 

proud owner of E-Type number 72,530.  

 

 

Happy Motoring…Ron Couturier 

 

 

 

 
1971-75 E-Type (XKE) Series III Convertible w/ Hardtop 
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March 2015 Events Schedule 

 

Mar 7,  Tune & Tech ~ Jonal Payne                                 

Details to be Announced 

Board Meeting  ~ TBA 

Mar 15th  St. Patricks Day Rally                                     

Details to be Announced 

Mar 22.  9am.  Sunday ~  

General Membership Meeting                                   
Wildhorse Golf Club                                                       

2100 Warm Springs Henderson 

February 2015 Events Schedule 

 

Feb 15, 11:am   Sweetheart Brunch           

See flyer Pg. 4 

Board Meeting TBA 

Feb 20,  6:pm  Vintage Bike Night, Bar      

Bistro on Charleston 

Feb 22,  9:am,  Sunday                             

General Membership Meeting                           

Wildhorse Golf Club 

            Gavin Pepper   

702.205.2583 

gavintherealtor@gmail.com 

REALTOR® NV License # 175765 

BACLV member 

If you’re thinking about buying or  

selling, call me for a free competitive  

market analysis. 

 

Referrals are greatly appreciated. 
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 British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

 P. O. Box 90973 

 Henderson,  NV  89009 
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1960 SILVER CLOUD II 

 This beautiful car belonging to Donald and Mary Krevosh is now available for relocation to a 

good home! Purchased in the ‘80s and fully restored, it has all the maintenance records and owners 

manuals to go with it.  It purrs like a kitten, has been garaged and well cared for.  Comes with the car 

cover and the famous jar of Grey Poupon!   

                             It can be yours for $65K.  Contact Mary Krevosh (702) 932-0209 


