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BRITISH AUTO CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 

British Auto Club of Las Vegas ***  Founded 1990 by Ibsen & Julie Dow  ***  www.baclv.net 

You don’t need to own an LBC (little British Car) to be a  member, just love & admire them. 
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What’s going on under the bonnet……. 

Mount Charleston in the Spring                                              
Hosted by Andrew Lashua 

  The Temperatures were heading 

up into the 100’s as we left home early Satur-

day morning.  A few traffic hiccups along the way, but 

we arrived at our meeting place to see well over 20 

participants waiting to caravan up the mountain.   

  We were also glad to see some 4 legged partici-

pants eager to get to cooler  climate. 

 Once at the Lodge, we took our places on the patio. A 

little crowded at first but we all made room. This was one of the biggest Mt. Charleston 

events that I can remember with approximately 40  people.  The scenery 

was beautiful, the air was a cool 79 degrees.  

  We were pleased to see Pat and Al Seminatore 

who had traveled from Pahrump and then up the mountain to join 

the group.  Bill Wellbaums British Iron Rebels (a British motorcycle 

club) also joined us.  We all had a good lunch, although it was 

served by what you ordered and not by the way the orders were 

taken. Confusing, but everyone got their food.   

       
Continued on page 6 
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             Mission Statement 
 
   The British Auto Club of Las 
Vegas consists of British Car   
owners and enthusiasts      ded-
icated to promoting the hobby 
of British automotive sport. The 
Club  promotes  Information 
and networking and revels in 
the social       elements of Brit-
ish car        ownership.   
You don’t need to own an LBC 
(little British Car) to be a   mem-
ber, just love & admire them. 
  Club members, prospective 
members and British car           
enthusiasts are encouraged to 
attend our meetings and 
events.  Membership        Meet-
ings are held at 9:AM on the 
last Sunday of each month at  
Wildhorse Golf Club, 2100 
Warm Springs Rd.                 
Henderson, 89014.  Any    
change    in    location    will  be 
noted on our website:  
www.baclv.org    During our 
meetings, we will discuss 
events and activities, swap Lu-
cas stories, exchange advice 
on repair problems and enjoy 
socializing with one    another. 

BACLV 

       Board of Directors—2016   

  President -     
Bill Wellbaum 

Wcwellbaum@cox.net 
 

Vice President & Events 
Sandy Lashua 

cwlashua@aol.com 
 

  Secretary -  Jane James 
kiwican@embarqmail.com 

 
  Treasurer -   

Laurie Rosenau 
imanageproperty@yahoo.com 

 
  Officer at Large -   Jim Oswald 

Jgreenozzie@yahoo.com 

 

       Appointed Positions—2016   

  Newsletter  Sandy Lashua 
     cwlashua@aol.com 

 
  Tech Editor & Liaison 

Ron Couturier                   
       roncouturier78@gmail.com 

             
    Webmaster - Margaret Sharp 

BACLV1990@gmail.com 
  

July 2016 

Celebrating Our Members 

 

2004 Mini Cooper                                                      

Monte Carlo anniversary edition  

Only 1000 made for the USA.                                                                            
This is number 977 with a signature plaque. 

One owner, new A/C, good tires & brakes.                                         
Regularly Serviced. 6 Speed  Supercharged.  68,500 miles                      

REDUCED!!!   $10,000.    

Contact Steve Kilgour                         
702 260-1503                                              

Steven.Kilgour@aol.com 

 

If your name is in BLACK, I do NOT have a photo of you to put in the 

Spanner. Please see me or send  me an appropriate photo to publish.    

Birthdays 

5/ Bill Wellbaum 

6/ Mark Newbold 

22/ Marla Zwick 

23/ Mitch Vamos 

25/ Philip Menser 

28/ Simon James 

Anniversaries 

4/ Ken & Beryl Masters 

4/ Michael  & Beatrice Borders 

6/ Marla & Mort Zwick 

12/ Tim & Clarissa Erwin 

14/ Jane & Simon James 

21/ Jim & Nelda Lefler 

http://www.baclv.org/
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 July 2016 

A CLASSIC BRITISH CAR MODEL KIT 

“1958 AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE” 

 

 

 

 
In 2014 I decided, with some persuasion from my better half, that it was time to sell-off some of 
the 300 or so model car kits that I had collected since the 70’s. I started building model kits when 
I was in elementary school and have built kits occasionally ever since. In 2014 I managed to sell off over 
$2,400.00 worth of kits. I was making lots of trips to the post office and answering lots of questions on 
the phone from customers. As you might suspect, there were some kits that I had an attachment to and 
just could not bear to part with, no matter how much I was offered. The Sprite kit, with its neat box art, 
was one of them, along with some real old kits that are considered “Holy Grail” in kit collector circles. 

 

I purchased the Sprite kit in May of 95’ for $10. Today, price guides place the value of this kit at about 
$60. The original price for the kit, according to Jim Sonter’s book, Old Model Car Kit Advertisements, 
puts it at $1.49-$2.00. The Sprite kit was produced by Monogram in 1970 after Mattel Toy Company 
bought Monogram in Oct. 1968. The kit has never been re-issued, which of course adds to the value. 
The scale is 1/32 which makes the body about 4 ¾ inches long. The body and chassis are molded in a 
medium blue. Unfortunately the tires are plastic and not rubber. The windshield and headlights are of 
course clear plastic. The seats are molded into the body. The steering wheel and gear shift tunnel are 
also molded in blue. You would think they would have molded the bumpers in chrome, but there also 
blue. Anyone, building this kit, would have to spend time painting small parts. This is what they call a 
“curbside model”, so there is no engine. The kit comes with a small decal sheet containing racing num-
bers and flames. This kit is complete with painting and assembly instructions. A short history of the car is 
also included.          

 

Happy Motoring…Ron Couturier 
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  There were six Canine participants: Max and Callie (their chauffer's were Sandy and       

Andrew Lashua), Heidi whose chauffer is Jim Shope, Enzo who rode in style with Al Lindahl, 

Freddy who stayed close to his drivers Steve and Sandy Kilgour and then there was Shayna, 

who always rides in style with Laurie Rosenau!  All the dogs were perfect little ladies and 

gents.  (Note: Freddy is a shaggy hair Jack Russell. The Kilgours brought him back from the 

U.K., so he is authentically British ~ doggy passport and all!) 

  Lorene Lindahl brought her sister Ellen who is visiting. Laurie brought her friend Kathy 

who is visiting from Florida.  As always, guests are always welcome! 

  Brett Harris brought along the “Paddle” just in case it was “needed”.  Always thinking 

ahead Brett! 

  It has been suggested that we do another Mt. Charleston run  this year, maybe in the fall.  

We are considering that. 

  Andrew and I would like to thank all who made the drive and participated in this event. 

We had a great time and hope you did too. 

The K-9’s and their drivers Wayne Headrick, Jim & Chris Shope, Nelda Lefler 

and Dottie Couturier 

Freddy wondering if that 

to-go box is for him 

Mt. Charleston Continued from page 1 

Lise Sinclair  

   Lise, wife of Member Bill Sinclair passed 

away Friday, June 3rd in Canada, where they re-

side.  Lise had been ill for some time and was not 

able to accompany Bill on most of his trips to Las 

Vegas. 

The members of the British Auto Club of Las Vegas 

wish to express our sympathies to Bill and his Family.  
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In The Know …..  

       Last Months question:                                                                                                    

Can you identify the two circles  commonly used in the UK?     

  Answer:  Similar to the USA  Vehicle Registration Sticker, these UK Tax Stamps were in use     

until last year.  Then replaced by an “electronic” system. 

 

In The Know can now be found on the BACLV website. 

It will no longer be featured in the Spanner.  

To follow this article, go to www.BACLV.org  

 

July 2016 
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THE BRITISH AUTO CLUB DOES SPRINGDALE 

2016  By Bill Wellbaum, Photos by Pilar Wellbaum 

     Those needing a hearty breakfast to start the day met at the truck 

stop near the Speedway and loaded up.  We then convoyed up the 15, 

turned right at Hurricane, and followed the signs to Springdale.  All in all—a 

delightful 3 hour drive through some beautiful countryside including Rockville, 

a quaint, peaceful little village called the “City of Trees.”  I mean LOTS of 

trees. 

      The bad news on arrival at the Canyon Ranch motel was that 

we were all checking in for the very last time as a Club.  The property has been sold and will shut down the end of 

the year to become a Best Western.   

  After a walkabout and some shopping we settled down to some adult beverages and chit-chat in the grassy 

area that forms the most enjoyable part of the motel.  All 12 of us then adjourned to the Spotted Dog for an enjoy-

able meal in one of our two favorite restaurants.  Not full enough, some then made their way to the Ice Cream Pal-

ace for a hot fudge sundae.  That was enough for me.  Full of food, beer, and ice cream I left the group gathered 

in the ‘grass’ and went to bed. 

     Saturday dawned a beautiful day -cool and partly sunny.  We had breakfast at 9 East—a new eatery directly 

across from the motel.  Everyone then scattered for a day of more shopping, hiking, and exploring the new sites in 

Springdale.  The evening was capped off with another great meal at the Switchback Grille—one of our regular din-

ing locations.  The good news is we have located another motel just south of town that is much newer, has a 

grassy area, and is priced the same as the soon-to-be-gone Canyon Ranch.  So, those of us who value a quiet, 

restful weekend out of town have another spot to “ hole up” for three days next year and beyond.   

Can’t wait to get back to Springdale.                           

Haven’t tried it?   

You should.   
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Bill with the Kennedys Bill with Mike & Linda Hanley at 

Canyon Ranch Motel “park” 

Steve Kennedy with JJ and Bonnie 

Brown Canyon Ranch “park” 

Hosts Bill & Pilar Wellbaum 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                                                                  
Bill Wellbaum  

          In the relative cool of the early morning I slipped out to the garage 

to give the TR-6 a going over—oil, water, tire pressure.  The run up Mt. Charleston for 

brunch was just a couple hours away.  I took a few quiet moments to just sit in the 

very familiar driver’s seat ( it fits me like an old Cole Haan loafer)and reflect on where 

this car has taken us over the years.  The sounds of the engine, the stainless exhaust, 

and the smells of oil, gasoline, wool  carpets, vinyl seats,--it all came back to me as I 

sat there in the garage thinking over the last 22 years of Triumph stewardship.  I’m 

told we don’t really own these cars so much as we are their care takers. 

     I’ve lost track of how many BAC events we’ve entered—Pilar and I, but it is a 

big number-and the TR-6 has    never left us stranded.  Remember the Mad Dogs and 

Englishmen Rally of 2000?  Runs to Kingman, Oatman, Lake Havasu,     Bullhead City and Laughlin, Death Val-

ley, Valley of Fire.  And how many times did we load up and head for the San Diego All British Car Show just out-

side of Temecula?  We have trophies from the event that date back to 1999.  We put a lot of trust in our car to get 

us home from Temecula--pounding across the desert on the 15 late on Sunday night, top down and stars above.  

Listening intently to the rhythm of the engine and the exhaust note and glancing at the instruments hoping not to 

detect any mechanical faltering or electrical problems that would put us on the side of the road—and on the cell 

phone looking for help.  

     So, take my advice.  Next time you have a few minutes pull out a folding chair and just sit and admire your 
Brit car.   Then finish off your session by sitting in the driver’s seat for a few minutes.  Try to identify the individual 
smells  wafting around inside the cabin.  Listen carefully as your car talks to you—and reminds you of all the great 
times you’ve had with it.  Then try to put some of those stories on paper—or in your computer.  Send them off to 
Sandy and Margaret.  Share them with your Club mates.  I guarantee you the bond with your car and with your 
Club mates will become even stronger.   And more, well, spiritual. 

July 2016 

Car Museum at the Linq  Sunday, July 17th. 

Meet under the High Roller. 

Lunch at one of the near-by restaurants.  More info by email (time, restaurant, etc.) 

Garage Sale & Pot Luck 

 October 28 (6pm ~ 9pm) & 29 (7am ~ 1pm).  Hosts are Harold and Claudia Albrecht 

The theme for the pot luck is Halloween      

So brew up your best cauldron of batwing stew or eye of newt appetizers                                                    

and prepare your donations for the garage sale. 

Now is the time to begin sorting out those old clothes from winter and the treasures                                         

in the closets and storage units. 

Mark your calendars for Halloween weekend.  Watch for more reminders in the Spanner and 

email.  This is the only BACLV -sponsored fundraiser all year.   

For more information contact Sandy Lashua at:  cwlashua@aol.com 
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The BACLV Points System                                                                   
by Jim Oswald, Officer-At-Large and Points Master 

The new British Auto Club of Las Vegas Points Program offers active members a chance to win prizes for first and 

second place.   

First Place:   Dues paid for the next year and a gift certificate. 

Second Place:  Dues paid only for next year. 

Third Place:      Recognition for the top 10 most active members. 

Point Values 

 Monthly meetings:  Events   Bonus 

 Attend                   100  Host          500  Submit Spanner Story   50 

 LBC at Meeting      50  Attend       250  Story Published    50 

 Badge Meeting      10  LBC     150  Renew Membership by 12/1    100 

 Bring Guest *         75  Badge      50  

 Recruit **               50 

*Bring a non-family non-member to monthly meeting.                                                                                                             

**If guest becomes paid member at the meeting, receive an additional 50 points.  

Rules 

The British Auto Club of Las Vegas (BACLV) points program is available to any BACLV active member (Paid 

membership).  Points are  awarded to members currently active at the time of the event or the monthly meeting. 

Points cannot be combined among members. According to this program, households are considered as individual 

paid members. 

Points accrue from January 1
st
 to December 31

st
. There is no carryover for the next year.  Members start fresh 

(zero points) Next January 1
st
.   

Points cannot be redeemed for cash.  Officers are not eligible (Names in RED) 

Below are the names of the top 20 households and their points as of June 1, 2016 

 
Shope 3690  McClary 1660 

Wellbaum 3710  Hanley 1650 

Lashua 3020  Oswald 1590 

Rosenau 3010  Ogle 1590 

James 2640  Dow 1510 

Funk 1820  Seminatore 1430 

Klenk 1800  Polk 1380 

Kennedy 1760  Bowman 1300 

Headrick 1680  McHarris 1160 

Lefler 1670  Payne (Jonas & Kate) 1160 
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Mail correspondence to:     
 BACLV 

     P. O. Box 90973 

     Henderson, NV  89009-0973 

 NEWSLETTER   INFORMATION 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

Share your articles, information and ideas!  
Submit your  article to the Spanner Editor by 
the 6th of the month.  The Editor  reserves the 
right to edit anything that is submitted.  Copy-
righted material will not be accepted without 

written approval from the original author.   

July 2016 Events Schedule 

13th Board Meeting  TBA 

 

17th Car Museum at the Linq ~  

Andrew Lashua and Laurie Rosenau hosts                      

More info by email 

 

31st  General Membership Meeting at Wildhorse 

Golf Club 

August  Events Schedule 

10th  Board Meeting ~ TBA 

 

19th,  51’s Baseball Game ~  

Wellbaums Host 

 

28th General Membership Meeting 

Wildhorse Golf Club 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Events schedules are posted  one to two months in advance.                                         

Events, dates, times or locations are subject to change.  Please contact Sandy Lashua for updates. 

Cut along the dotted lines and post in a convenient spot. 
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Did You Know??? 

 In the early days of the automobile (when cars had cranks) the makers of Peugeot, in a display 

of typical Gallic humility, declared that they, and only they, would be allowed a zero in a 3 num-

ber designation of auto models (i.e.;  302, 304 etc.).  Rumor has it that  Peugeot engineers 

wanted the zero to surround the crank hole. 

 So, many years later ( when cars no longer had cranks) Porsche completed their 901st 

project.  Peugeot executives shed  copious tears and protested the 901 designation.  The   Por-

sche folks, determined to be adults about the whole thing, substituted a number one for the 

zero.  Thusly creating the iconic Porsche 911 and mollifying the Peugeot folks. 

 The question that arises: where was Peugeot when Ferrari produced the 206 and 308    se-

ries.  Perhaps on vacation? Or did they wish to avoid conflict with the fiery Enzo? 

AJL 
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Here are some of the exciting events coming up this year: 

September: 

11th ~ Brunch in Pahrump!  Al & Pat Seminatore hosts 

23 Concourse D’elegance Red Rock Hotel & Casino ~  Jim Oswald contact person 

24 Wurstfest in Boulder City ~ Alan Bowman contact person 

October: 

1st Shine & Show car show (Children's Charities) Wayne Headrick contact person 

8th Boy Scout Rally ~ Sandy Lashua host 

21-23 Solvang Trip ~ Andrew and Sandy Lashua hosts 

28 & 29 GARAGE SALE AND POT LUCK! (Halloween theme) Harald & Claudia Albrecht hosts 

November: 

No scheduled events yet. 

December: 

11th,  BAC Annual Awards Banquet and gift exchange , Revere Golf Club  ~ BAC Board hosts 


