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GETTING CHARGED UP ABOUT BATTERIES - PART 3 

(See February 2011 Spanner for Part 2) 
  

This month, we cover our third installment on what you should know about your car’s battery. 
IMPORTANT NOTE:   Many older British classic cars had a positive ground electrical system.  Use 
the instructions in this series of articles accordingly.  These instructions apply to an electrical 
system that has a negative ground. 
  

5.  HOW DO I JUMP START MY CAR? 
       In cold weather, a good quality booster cable with six gauge (or less) wire is necessary to provide 
       enough current to the disabled car to start the engine.  The smaller the wire gauge number, that is, 
       the larger the wire diameter, the better.  Please check the owner’s manual for both vehicles before 
       attempting to jumpstart.  Follow the manufacturer’s procedure.  Avoid booster cable clamps touching 
       each other or the positive clamp to touch the frame or engine block. 
 A.   If below 10 degrees Fahrenheit, check for cracked case and thaw before proceeding.  A dead 
                  battery will freeze at approximately 8 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 B.   Without the cars touching, turn off all necessary accessories and lights on both cars, ensure there 
          is plenty of ventilation, and put on some protective eyewear. 
  C.   Connect the POSITIVE booster cable clamp (usually red) to the POSITIVE terminal on the dead 
                   battery.  Connect the POSITIVE booster cable clamp on the other end of the booster cable to the 
                   POSITIVE terminal on the good battery.  Connect the NEGATIVE booster cable clamp (usually 
                   BLACK) to the NEGATIVE terminal on the good battery and the NEGATIVE booster cable clamp 
                   on the other end to a clean, unpainted area on the engine block or frame on the disabled car 
                   away from the battery. 
 D.   Start the car with the good battery and let it run for at least two to three minutes at fast idle to 
                   recharge it’s battery before proceeding. 
 E.   Let the good car continue to run at high idle for 5 minutes or more to allow the dead battery to 
                  receive some recharge and to warm it’s electrolyte. 
 F.   Some car manufacturers recommend that you turn off the engine of the good car to protect it’s 
                  charging system prior to starting the disabled car. 
 G.  Disconnect the booster cables in reverse order, starting with the NEGATIVE clamp on the block or 
                   frame of the disabled car to minimize the possibility of an explosion. 
 H.   As soon as possible, fully recharge, remove the surface charge and load test the dead battery for 
                   latent or permanent damage as a result of deep discharge. 
6.   HOW CAN I INCREASE THE LIFE OF MY BATTERY? 
 A.  Keeping your battery and engine well maintained is the best way to extend the life of your battery. 
      For cold climates, keeping the battery fully charged and the engine warm will help increase the 
                 life of the battery.  In warmer climates and during the summer, the electrolyte levels need to be 
                 checked more frequently and DISTILLED water added, if required.  This is due to the high under- 
                 hood temperatures.  In a study conducted by the Society of Automotive Engineers, the under-hood 
                 temperature has increased 30% since 1985. 
 B.  Add distilled water - NEVER add acid or tap water and avoid overfilling. 
 C.  Turning off unnecessary accessories and lights before starting your car will decrease the load on 
                  the battery while cranking, especially when its cold. 
7. WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON CAUSES OF PREMATURE BATTERY FAILURES? 
          A. Loss of electrolyte (accounts for over 50% of failures) due to under-hood heat or overcharging. 
 B.  Deep discharges (leaving lights on). C.  Misapplication or using undersized battery.  
            D.  Undercharging or loose alternator belt.    E.  Excessive vibration (loose hold-down clamp). 
 F.  Using tap water.                          G.  Corrosion and freezing. 
                             
                                                                            Happy Motoring……………...Ron Couturier 
                   


